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Geisboro PointScouting Parties/ Raids

The Vedette 

Picket Posts

Picket Lines, Cavalry Training and Duties

Picket Lines
• Duties
• Locations
• Training and Supply
• Issues



Col. Percy Wyndham
2nd NJ Cavalry

Col. Charles R. Lowell
2nd MA Cavalry

Col. Richard B. Price
2nd PA Cavalry

Col. Henry M. Lazelle
16th NY Cavalry

Col. Henry S. Gansevoort
13th NY CavalryBGEN Julius StahelBGEN George D. Bayard

1st PA Cavalry

Col. William Gamble
8th IL Cavalry

The Commanders

1862-1863 1863-1865

MGEN Heintzelman

Department of 

Washington and 

22nd Corps

MGEN Christopher Augur

BGEN John AbercrombieBGEN Silas Casey BGEN Rufus King



The Threat

Gen. JEB Stuart
Col. Liege White
35th VA Cavalry

Col. Jonathon Mosby
43rd VA Cavalry

Plus  activities of the Chinquapin Rangers;
Other Partisan Rangers

Gen. Wade Hampton Gen. Jubal Early



Early Warning Lines 1862-1865

1st EWL Sept 1862 – Jun 63 - Price’s Brigade 30 miles

• Oct–Dec: Bayard takes charge (15 regts)– then reassigned;  

11th Corps to Fredericksburg      

• Dec 62 - Price’s Brigade (and Wyndham)  (7 regts) 

• New units arrive  - Casey’s Div (MI Bde (+3 regt) 

• Mar 63 – Jun 63 MGEN Stahel’s Cavalry Division  (10 regts); 

• May 63: New Unit arrive (2nd MA) (1 regt)

• Jun 1863–Cav. Div.+ Inf Divs reassigned to AOP (-10 

regts)

2nd EWL Aug 1863–Jul 64: Lowell’s Line (3 new regts) 20 miles

• Aug 63: 13th NY and 16th NY arrive; King’s Inf Div added

• Aug 63 – Jun 64: 1st Independent Bde; Contracts line to 

Vienna (HQ), Fairfax CH, Centreville 

• Aug 1864 Lowell reassigned to Sheridan (-1 regt)

3rd EWL Aug 64–Nov 64: Lazelle’s Ambuscade Line (2 regts) 10 

miles

• Contracts line to Lewinsville, Falls Church (HQ), 

Annandale – Lazelle resigns Oct 64, Col Gansevoort in 

command.

4th EWL Nov 64–Jun 65:Gamble’s Stockade Line (3 regt, 2 inf 

regt) 15 miles

It began with 15 regiments and ended with just three!

Springfield

Station



The 1864 Early Warning Line
1st Separate Brigade 22nd Corps

“The following units (8th IL Cavalry; 13th NY; 16th NY, 5th PA 
Heavy Artillery; 202 PA Infantry) are relieved of duty and 
assigned to the 1st Separate Brigade, 22nd Corps…”

“The line to be held and occupied by this brigade will be the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad, from Springfield Station to 
Fairfax Station, Fairfax Courthouse, and Prospect Hill via 
Vienna… Interior posts at Annandale and Falls Church to be 
occupied…”

The Big Question:  Where were these camps actually located? Alexandria Gazette Aug 1865

Springfield

Station



Prospect Hill Cavalry Camp - 1864

“10 acres with blockhouses on each corner”

Location: Heavily wooded area 
along G’Town Pike. Green area is 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve-
former Ball family land.  

Auction: 130 buildings, lumber, part 
lumber and stockade quarters, 
stables, store houses and four block 
houses.

Cooper Middle School

Swinks Mill

G’Town Pike Intersection 
with Beltway

Balls Hill Rd.

Intersection of Balls Hill Rd. and G’Town
Pike



Peach Grove StockadePicket Posts: Near intersection 
of Lewinsville Road with Rte 7 

(Leesburg Pike.

USCS 1869/70 
Azimuth 
Markers

• Foster/ Flagg property owners

• Stockade Dimensions: 

NW wall – 140 feet; 

NE Wall – 140 feet; 

N Wall – 130 feet; 

½ E Wall – 54 feet; 

Bastions 21 feet each; 

Gate – 12 feet wide

• USCS 1869/70

Auction: Twenty-two buildings of stockade and lumber 

with 512 feet of oak stockading, 10 feet out of ground. 

Location: On grounds of old 

Clyde’s Restaurant and water tower



Vienna Cavalry Camps - 1864

Auction: 90 buildings, 
quarters, storehouses, 
1100 feet of stockading, 
lumber and logs in 
stable sheds, railroad 
platforms

Moses Cummins property,  16th New York Cavalry

Location: Ayr Hill and Windover Heights

Star Fort, American Legion Hall, Center St Freedom Hill Redoubt, Old Courthouse Road

Ayr Hill:  2nd MA and 13th New York



Flint Hill Stockade

Location: Near and behind the Oakton United Methodist 

Church at Hunter Mill Rd. and Chain Bridge Rd.

Fort Flint Confederate FortChurch of the Brethern

Auction: 26 stockade 

quarters with board 

roofs and floors

• Medium Size stockade 

with walls 7 feet high

• Abandoned at end of 

war

Confederate Fort

Hunter Mill Road

Blake Lane

Fort Flint



Auction: 20 buildings, 

part lumber and part 

stockade; officers 

quarters, stables, 12 

block houses, large 

quantity of lumber in 

sheds and in stockade

Photos courtesy of Blake Myers, Brian McEnany, LOC.

Fairfax Court House

Cavalry Camps 
at Chantilly

Main St and Oak St

Rte. 29 and Jermantown Rd

Mount Vineyard

Jermantown Campsites

GMU Campus Parking Lot K

Fairfax Square Apts.

Farr’s  Fort

• Location:  HQ Cav Bde; 

8th IL; Gen King’s HQ

• No known stockades 

• Multiple camp sites

• Some fortified positions 

identified - blockhouses

• Specific EWL camps not 

found

Block Houses

Star Fort



Auction: Railroad Platform of 

lumber; 270 feet long, 14 feet 

wide, 18 buildings, a two story 

station and two store houses, 

two block houses, a number of 

officers quarters.

• Supply Center 
• HQ, 202 PA Infantry (3 Co) 

and 8 IL detachment
• Multiple fortifications and  

entrenchments 3 to 5 miles 
long

• No specific locations found 

Fairfax Station Area

REF:  Photos courtesy of LOC; Fairfax Station RR Museum

1970 Fairfax Station

Chain Bridge Road
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Colchester Rd

Slide and photos, courtesy of Ron Beavers; modified by Brian McEnany

Train Guards and Blockhouses on O&A RR

• Five Blockhouses planned 
along Popes Head Creek RR 
crossings

• Picket Posts along RR track



Location:  Annandale - Stockade: located near 

Hummer Road Little River Turnpike. 

Falls Church - Fort Buffalo – Located just south 

of the intersection of Leesburg Pike and Sleepy 

Hollow Road.  Visible until Seven Corners 

Shopping Mall was constructed in 1950s.

Internal Cavalry Camps

Near Seven Corners Fire Station

Annandale Stockade

Fort Schneider

Upton’s Hill
Fort Ramsey

Perkins’ Hill
Camp Rogers

Taylor’s Hill
Fort Taylor



Questions ?

Springfield

Station

Summary

• Losses of units affected mission

• Shift of15 regiments to 3 created a drastic 

reduction in early warning capability

• Improvements with Gamble’s Line 

• Addition of cavalry and infantry reinforced 

mission

• Change from just observers to static 

defenders and reactive elements

• Overall Early Warning task achieved its  goal

• Research on Gamble’s line did locate three 

stockades and fortified camps

• But “Ghost Forts” are still out there  …



Send me an email:  bmcenany@cox.net; mcbrian1862@gmail.com

If you are interested in any of my other publications…


