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Federal Early
Warning in Northern
Virginia:

1862-1865
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Figure 6. Cavalry Screen in Fairfax County, 1863-1865 (Ramage 1999:250)

A Tour of Ghost Forts

Brian McEnany
November 18, 2021
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Picket Lines, Cavalry Training and Duties

Scouting Parties/ Raids

Picket Lines
* Duties
* Locations
* Training and Supply
* |ssues
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1862-1863

o
L ]

MGEN Heintzelman MGEN Christopher Augur

Department of
Washington and
22"d Corps

N
o

Col. Richard B. Price . Percy Wyndham

2nd PA Cavalry 2" NJ Cavalry

BGEN John Abercrombie

BGEN Silas Casey BGEN Rufus King

BGEN George D. Bayard BGEN Julius Stahel
15t PA Cavalry

The Commanders

1863-1865

A \ :

| i en il
Col. William Gamble
8t IL Cavalry

Col. Charles R. Lowell
2nd MA Cavalry

Col. Henry M. Lazelle
16t NY Cavalry

Col. Henry S. Gansevoort
13t NY Cavalry



The Threat

Gen. JEB Stuart Gen. Wade Hampton Col. Liege White Col. Jonathon Mosby

Gen. Jubal Early
35t VA Cavalry 43 VA Cavalry

Plus activities of the Chinquapin Rangers;
Other Partisan Rangers
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Figure 6. Cavalry Screen in Fairfax County, 1863-1865 (Ramage 1999:250).

Early Warning Lines 1862-1865

1st EWL Sept 1862 — Jun 63 - Price’s Brigade 30 miles
* Oct-Dec: Bayard takes charge (15 regts)— then reassigned,;
11t Corps to Fredericksburg
+ Dec 62 - Price’s Brigade (and Wyndham) (7 regts)
* New units arrive - Casey’s Div (Ml Bde (+3 regt)
* Mar 63 -Jun 63 MGEN Stahel’s Cavalry Division (10 regts);
* May 63: New Unit arrive (2nd MA) (1 regt)
* Jun 1863-Cav. Div.+ Inf Divs reassigned to AOP (-10
regts)
2nd EWL Aug 1863-Jul 64: Lowell’s Line (3 new regts) 20 miles
* Aug 63: 13" NY and 16" NY arrive; King’s Inf Div added
* Aug 63 -Jun 64: 15t Independent Bde; Contracts line to
Vienna (HQ), Fairfax CH, Centreville
* Aug 1864 Lowell reassigned to Sheridan (-1 regt)
3"d EWL Aug 64-Nov 64: Lazelle’s Ambuscade Line (2 regts) 10
miles
* Contracts line to Lewinsville, Falls Church (HQ),
Annandale — Lazelle resigns Oct 64, Col Gansevoort in
command.
4t EWL Nov 64-Jun 65:Gamble’s Stockade Line (3 regt, 2 inf
regt) 15 miles

It began with 15 regiments and ended with just three!
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The 1864 Early Warning Line

15t Separate Brigade 22" Corps

“The following units (8" IL Cavalry; 13th NY; 16" NY, 5t" PA
Heavy Artillery; 202 PA Infantry) are relieved of duty and
assigned to the 15t Separate Brigade, 22" Corps...”

“The line to be held and occupied by this brigade will be the
Orange and Alexandria Railroad, from Springfield Station to
Fairfax Station, Fairfax Courthouse, and Prospect Hill via
Vienna... Interior posts at Annandale and Falls Church to be
occupied...”

The Big Question: Where were these camps actually located?

W

JALE OF GOVERNMENT BUILDINGE,
L) BUILDING MATERIALS, &, IN FAINVAX
COUNTY, VIRGINIA,
HeaAver antens Derantusxy or Wasnizoron,
Urriem oF Yun Couaer QUARTERN ASTEN,
Wasnisares, D C, Augnst | 1888

Wil be sold, st Public Anction, o the highest
Mdder, npder dirvction of Capinia M. C. Law.
ronee, A G M ot the time and places designated
below, all the Darrneke, Ofons, Quarters, Sorv-
bousen, Stalile Sheds, Hloek hosses, Stookades,
and ether structures, cutapused la whole or s
part of lumber sad tUmber, belongiug 10 the Uni.
ted Bates, on the line receatly held by the 1nt
wepmrate beigado, 330 army corps, sxioading from
Fairfax Ststlon, Orasge snd Alexand ria Hallroad,
to Prospect HAIL Ve, asfollows

AT FAIRPAX STATION, TUEBSDAY, AUGUNT
15k, sae Raliread Platforsa of Lamber, 150 feel
losy aed M foet wide, asd 1% Balldisgs, purt
lumber entire, snd part lamber and slochades, on -
brnclag twoosbory Station bause sud two Stare.
houses of lumber, (v Bloek I “str, & snmier
of Oflcars" Quatiors, ke,

AT PAIRFAX COURT-HOUS. #EDNESDAY,
AUVGDET Joth, twealy Balidiage, purt lumber

eatire and part lamber and slockade, sabracing
Ofcors’ Quariers, Blables 12 Bleck -Aouses, &e
ales, & large quantit of Lember ta sheds, 8¢
and Timber la -luiJoA

AT FLINT HILL, VA, ON THURSDAY, AU.

OUST 17, 188, Iwealy six Blotkade Gunrters,

with UDoard Reols and Floors

AT VIENNA STATION, VA, LOUDOUN AXD
FHAMPSHINRE RATLROAD, FRIDAY, AUVGUNT
15, about nlasty halldings, part Lamber satire
and part Lamber aad Slorkade, ambiaeing Gosr
ters, Blorehonses, Ae. ! alre, 1,000 feet of Stocknd
ing, sed & large amonul of Lember and Logeln
Stable Shads, Kallrond Pialform, Ae.

AT PEACH GROVE VA, ON sATURDAY,

| AUDGUST In, tvou(-wt Nalidings of Steckade
\

and Lumbor, with M2 foet of Onk Storkading 0
fonl vut of ground, &e.

AT PROSFECT HILL, VA, ON MONDAY,
AUGUST 21, ahont 130 Bulldings, mostly of small
sise, compoand part of Lumber satire, and part of
Lamber and stockade, smbracing Ueartors, Ma-
blos, Storebousts, and Four Mleek Mouses

Thess salen Lacinde abeas Mo 00 fout Lamber,
and & quastity «f fae Ouk Timber, saliuble for
sawing, and & good oppartanity bs thns affered te
Jand cowners (o (he Viclady te secare feacteg nud
ballding materinl conveabont to thelr farme

A gusrd will protect Lhe purchasers for ten
days from date of sale 1o the romoval of thels
property

Malnto commence at 11 o'cleek, & W, enth
day, and beildings or sirociures v il T sold
wngly, and sleckads or other maletinls bs lols to
sl purchasers

Terms casd, 16 Govermmont fuads

ML LUMXGTON
Col and Chie! Qrartermaster,

anl N wentl of Waskincten

Alexandria Gazette Aug 1865




Prospect Hill Cavalry Camp - 1864
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Location: Heavily wooded area
along G’Town Pike. Green area is
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve-
former Ball family land.

Auction: 130 buildings, lumber, part
lumber and stockade quarters,
stables, store houses and four block
houses.

Intersection of Balls Hill Rd. and G’Town
Pike




\

Picket Posts: Near intersection PeaCh G rOve StOCkad e

of Lewinsville Road with Rte 7 /

(Leesburg Pike.

Tysons 2

Location: On grounds of old
Clyde’s Restaurant and water tower

» Foster/ Flagg property owners
 Stockade Dimensions:

NW wall — 140 feet;

NE Wall — 140 feet;

N Wall — 130 feet;

% E Wall — 54 feet;

Bastions 21 feet each;

Gate — 12 feet wide
« USCS 1869/70

o >
Picket Post: Intersection of Old Chain Bridge
Road with the Leesburg Pike(Rte 7)

USCS 1869/70
Azimuth
Markers

Auction: Twenty-two buildings of stockade and lumber
with 512 feet of oak stockading, 10 feet out of ground.




Location: Ayr Hill and Windover Heights Vienna Cavalry Camps - 1864

Clarks Tysons Green
Cr&s.gmq ~ e
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‘.\ Ayr hill c?fé’u,-%fn o Old Courthouse
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Ayr Hill: 2"d MA and 13" New York |~
A V' Elementary 4(
. School N
: . /?'? Franklin
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/
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Auction: 90 buildings, X

quarters, storehouses,
1100 feet of stockading,
lumber and logs in
stable sheds, railroad
platforms

Moses Cummins property, 16t New York Cavalry Star Fort, American Legion Hall, Center St Freedom Hill Redoubt, Old Courthouse Road




Fort Flint

Conr bt

o

!

Hunter Mill Road

Blake Lane

......

Mr. and Mrs. Foy Cockerham and their 4-year-
old son Jeff stand on the rim of a gun emplace-

ment at Fort Flint, which is in the theof,
new Route 66 in Virginia—Star S{:ﬂ

Medium Size stockade
with walls 7 feet high
Abandoned at end of
war

Auction: 26 stockade
quarters with board
roofs and floors

Flint Hill Stockade

Location: Near and behind the Oakton United Methodist
Church at Hunter Mill Rd. and Chain Bridge Rd.

3 - .
R < & . FEC

Church of th Brethern




SR 668

4

¢+, Fairfax Court House

3

Mount Vineyard

%

Auction: 20 buildings,
part lumber and part
stockade; officers
guarters, stables, 12
block houses, large
guantity of lumber in
sheds and in stockade

Cavalry Camps
at Chantilly

« Location: HQ Cav Bde;
8" IL; Gen King’s HQ
o AT | % * No known stockades
P , - | + Multiple camp sites
é. T mge— % - Some fortified positions
star Fort Fairfax Square Apts. | identified - blockhouses
i s « Specific EWL camps not
4 | found
Y 4 .
: Block Houses
= £ vingspark o

Photos courtesy of Blake Myers, Brian McEnany, LOC.



Fairfax Station Area
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REF: Photos courtesy of LOC; Fairfax Station RR Museum

* Supply Center

 HQ, 202 PA Infantry (3 Co)
and 8 IL detachment

e Multiple fortifications and
entrenchments 3 to 5 miles
long

* No specific locations found

Auction: Railroad Platform of
lumber; 270 feet long, 14 feet
wide, 18 buildings, a two story
station and two store houses,
two block houses, a number of
officers quarters.



Current So. RR

Slide and photos, courtesy of Ron Beavers; modified by Brian McEnany

Train Guards and Blockhouses on O&A RR

Colchester Rd

Five Blockhouses planned
along Popes Head Creek RR
crossings

Picket Posts along RR track




MOSBY ATTACKS
ANNANDALE

Shortly 2efore T AMN. o Wodaesday, 24 Asgast
1G4, Lt, Col. Johm Strglaton Moby with atact
507 Coafedoralo Ramyers ard tes fheld artilicey
pleces opened fire frum the wert e of the
Accolizk Creed vallay o o Uplor storiade
locuted in Anrardale. The bombardment lartes
aver one bhoare Three timer the Zemands 1o
rurrerdar  were  refused by Capt. Joceph
Schnctcer, Co. &, 16th New Yok Cevalry 2»
compard of wpproainatsly 130

adianly devke the
west on Litsle River

. Mosty
attack and withdrew
Turnpike. prebably to

aveld Federal reinforceme

Near Seven Corners Fire Station

Annandale Stockade
Fort Schneider ,
§

Internal Cavalry Camps

Location: Annandale - Stockade: located near
Hummer Road Little River Turnpike.

Falls Church - Fort Buffalo — Located just south
of the intersection of Leesburg Pike and Sleepy
Hollow Road. Visible until Seven Corners
Shopping Mall was constructed in 1950s.
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Figure 6. Cavalry Screen in Fairfax County, 1863-1865 (Ramage 1999:250).

Summary

Losses of units affected mission
« Shift ofl5 regiments to 3 created a drastic
reduction in early warning capability
Improvements with Gamble’s Line
« Addition of cavalry and infantry reinforced
mission
« Change from just observers to static
defenders and reactive elements
Overall Early Warning task achieved its goal
Research on Gamble’s line did locate three
stockades and fortified camps

But “Ghost Forts” are still out there ...

Questions ?



If you are interested in any of my other publications...

2
Grandpa’s
HISTORY HAPPENED HERE ol ‘
THE WARRENTON TURNPIKE F(‘lry Tal.es
THE FIRST BATTLE OF BULL RUN % Other Stories
July 21, 1861 Brian R. McEnany

Brian R. McEnany

Brian R. McEnany

Send me an email: bmcenany@cox.net; mcbrian1862@gmail.com



