Harriet Jacobs & Julia Wilbur:
Fighting for Freedpeople in Civil War Alexandria
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LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL.
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“The fine Bography of Jacobs, and....a harrowing case study
of the cruel comundrem women ficed under slavery."— Time Magazine

Harriet Jacobs
5 A Life

THE REMARKABLE ADVENTURES

OF THE WOMAN WHO WROTE
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PAULA TARNAPOL WHITACRE

A Civil Life in
an Uncivil Time
Julia 'Wilbur’s Strugglg  for Purpose
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Harriet Jacobs (1813-1897)




Escape from Slavery

$100 REWARD

‘, ILL be given for the approhension and

delivery of my Servant Girl HAR-
RIET. -She is a light mulatto, 21 yearsef
age, about § feet 4 nches high, of a thick
and corpulgnt habit, baving on her head »
thick cevering ol.black hair - that curls na-
turally, but which can be casily combed
straight. Shae speaks casily and fluently, and
has an igreeablecar:iage aad address, Bein
a good seamstress, she has l.een sccustom
to dress well, hasa vanety of very fine
clothes, made in the prevailing fashion, and
will probubly appear, if abroad, tricked out
in gay and fashionable finery. = As this girl
absconded (rom the plantation of my son
without any known cause or provocalion, it |
if'probable she designs to traneport herself
to the North. g
. The above reward, With all reasvnable
charges, Will be given for apprehending her,
or securing der s any prison or jeil within
tlnA'i'I. States.. 2 ok

I persons are béreby forewarned against
barbering o¢ entertaining her, or being in
any way'instrumenial in “ber eacape, under
the most rigorous penalties of the law. -
< . JAMES NORCOM.
Edenion, N. O. Juns 80 ‘srelw




Creating a Life in Freedom

Employment Reunion

Nathaniel Parker Willis

Joseph & Louisa Jacobs



aka Linda Brent

William Nell Lydia Maria Child



Julia Wilbur (1815-1895)




Dutiful Daughter




Teacher in a Boom Town




Reform in the Air




Alexandria: Union Occupied




African Americans Seek Freedom

Harriet Jacobs

September 5, 1862, The Liberator
...Trust them, make them free...

Julia Wilbur

November 6, 1862

One woman said she did not wait for a bonnet
or anything; she brought away 6 children, 3 of
her own & 3 of her sisters who was dead.



How did Julia end up as a relief worker?

\/,Tj"""m‘:'_;f
August 16, 1862 A
....Anti Slavery folks in * T
Rochester want a teacher to go -

———
o

South & are inquiring for me.

/Wo//(éw



How did Harriet end up as a relief worker?

December 24, 1862

“The Committee concluded to
accept the services of Harriet
Jacobs—herself formerly a slave—
to act as their agent in
Alexandria”




“Missionary at large, woman of all work”

e Basic Needs

e Education
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Housing
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Clothing & Health Care

“corner, Washington and Wolfe Streets”
(321-323 South Washington)




Education

e.vbu,ud,ldle al Alefanctric Voo 1564 loight by Hoviiel foorts ¥ davghto :
agents of e York Friesnas




Rights & Dignity
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Battling Official-dom

“Miss Wilbur seems to labor under the belief that the
chief object is to make life easy and obtain for them

Govt. | am compelled to say tha

Miss Wilbur’s goodness of heart}fﬂﬁd bmo' \i
benevolence, | regard her as an zw"te{férmgaq
troublesome person.” '-
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The War Ends




Reconstruction: Harriet Jacobs
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Reconstruction: Julia Wilbur




Re-Connections




Harriet’s Last Years




Julia’s Last Years




Ulysses Ward, New York Evening Post, May 2, 1863

“These two ladies have been energetically occupied in this
self-sacrificing work....”

Carol Faulkner, Women’s Radical Reconstruction

“These white & black women created a national women’s
political structure that challenged the male political
structure...”



For more information:

* My website: http://www.paulawhitacre.com

* Alexandria during the Civil War:
https://www.alexandriava.gov/CivilWar
 Julia Wilbur Diary Transcripts

* Harriet Jacobs:
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/bio.html



