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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  ð  Vol. XX, Issue 10, FEBRUARY 2014 

 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014  

7 P.M. Centreville Library  

GUEST SPEAKER:  
AUTHOR EDWARD BONEKEMPER, III  

TOPIC:  
ñHOW GEN. ROBERT E. LEE LOST 

THE CIVIL WARò  

VA - prior to every meeting at 5 p.m. Come on out, 
just east of the library in the Giant shopping center, 
and say hello to Ed. His books available for sale at 
the 7 p.m. meeting.  Hope to see you then. 

EDWARD BONEKEMPER, III 
SPEAKS ON ñHOW GEN. ROBERT E. 
LEE LOST THE CIVIL WARò AT OUR 

FEBRUARY 13th MEETING 
 

By Mark Trbovich 
 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee is beloved in 

the South for many various reasons, and to say that 
he lost the Civil War is controversial, to say the least.  
Our February speaker will come down from Pennsyl-
vania and speak to us on that subject, which, I am 
sure, will make for an entertaining and lively audi-
ence discussion.   
Edward H. Bonekemper, III received his B.A. 

(cum laude) from Muhlenberg College, his M.A. in 
American History from Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk, VA, and is a graduate of Yale Law School.  
For more than 34 years, he served as a federal gov-
ernment attorney, including 11 years of active duty 
with the U.S. Coast Guard, and 17 years as the sen-
ior hazardous materials transportation attorney for 
the U.S. Department of Transportation.  He is a re-
tired commander in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve.   
Ed lives in Willow Street, Pennsylvania, where he 

is very involved in community affairs.  He is the au-
thor of four Civil War books: ñHow Robert E. Lee Lost 
the Civil War,ò ñA Victor, Not a Butcher: Ulysses S. 
Grantôs Overlooked Military Genius,ò ñMcClellan and 
Failure: A Study of Civil War Fear, Incompetence 
and Worse,ò and ñGrant and Lee: Victorious Ameri-
can and Vanquished Virginian.ò  He became the new 
Civil War News Book Review Editor in 2012.   
A reminder - we are meeting for dinner at the 

Coyote Grill -14101 St. Germain Dr., Centreville,  

On April 9, 1865, General Robert E. Lee (right) surrendered to Gen-

eral Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, Virginia. 

Credit: The Granger Collection, New York 

Cavaliers, Courage & Coffee Program  -  The Bitter Winter of 1864  

Through the eyes of a variety of citizens and soldiers remembering their experiences during the bitter Civil War 

winter of 1864, the horror and divisiveness of Civil War comes alive with the help of the Gray Ghost Interpretive 

Group.  Stories will tell of the fight at Ankers Shop, smuggling along the Potomac, a shoot-out in Leesburg, and 

Mosby dining at Temple Hall.  Sponsored by the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority and the Mosby Heritage 

Area Association.  Adults $8, students $4.   

Saturday, February 22, 2014, 7:30 p.m.  Temple Hall Farm Regional Park, 15855 Limestone School Road, 

Leesburg, VA  
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BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE  

  Executive Committee  
 

President:   Mark Trbovich, civilwarnut@comcast.net, 

703.361.1396                                                                              

Past President:   Nancy Anwyll, njanwyll@verizon.net  

Vice - President:  Rob Orrison, orrison76@hotmail.com, 

703.431.2869  

Treasurer:  Mark Knowles, 703.787.9811  

Secretary:  John Pearson, brcwrt2009@gmail.com, 

703.475.1943  

At Large:   Charlie Balch, John De Pue, Brian McEnany,  E.B. 

Vandiver          

25th Silver Anniversary:   E.B. Vandiver         

Communications/Media: Jim Lewis,                                      

antietam1862@verizon.net  

Membership:  Rob Orrison, orrison76@hotmail.com, 

703.431.2869  

Preservation: John McAnaw, 703.978.3371  

Student Scholarship:   Nancy Anwyll (njanwyll@verizon.net) 

and Rob Orrison (orrison76@hotmail.com)  

Sesquicentennial Fairfax:  Ed Wenzel, ew136@verizon.net  

Sesquicentennial Prince William:  Rob Orrison,              

orrison76@hotmail.com              

Field Trips:   Kevin Anastas, KKA2@cox.net  

Webmaster:  Alan Day, brcwrt -news_events@bullruncwrt.org  

Newsletter Editor:  Nadine Mironchuk,                                        

       nadine1861@hotmail.com  

Newsletter Team : Saundra Cox , Eric Fowler, Janet Green-

tree, Jill Hilliard, and Andy Kapfer  

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table publishes the  Stone Wall .  
  

General Membership meetings are held at 7 P.M. on 
the second Thursday of each month at the                   
 Centreville Regional Library  
 14200 St. Germain Drive    
 Centreville, VA   20121 - 2255  
 703.830.2223  
  

For specific meeting dates and information, please visit 
the Web site: http://bullruncwrt.org.  

 
NEWSLETTER  ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the March 2014  issue , e -mail articles by 9 a.m., 

Monday, February 24 , to -  Nadine Mironchuk at: na-

dine1861@hotmail.com .    

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT                            

SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the March 2014 issue, advertisers should please 

click on ñInstructions for Advertisersò at 

http://bullruncwrt.org  and e -mail ads by noon, February 

14,  to Charlie Balch at BRCWRTads@gmail.com .   

 

Support the BRCWRT in its important mission  
to educate and commemorate the battles  

and events of the Civil War  
 

-  place your advertisement in the Stone Wall -  

 

UPCOMING  

MEETINGS   
 

March 13, 2014 - Scott Harris - òBattle of New Mar-

ket, VA: May 1864ò 

 
April 10, 2014 - Al Smith - òGettysburg 1938 Veter-

ans Reunionó 

 
May 8, 2014 - Ed Bearss - òBattles of the Wilder-

ness and Spotsylvania Courthouse: May 1864ó 

 
June 12, 2014 - Benjamin Cooling - òBattle of Fort 

Stevens, July 1864ó 

 
July 10, 2014 - NPS Ranger Robert Dunkerly - 

òBattle of Cold Harbor: June 1864ó 

 
August 14, 2014 - NPS Ranger Emmanuel Dabney 

- òBattle of the Crater/Petersburg: July 1864ó 

 
September 11, 2014 - Scott Patchen - òSheridan at 

Opequon Creek: September 1864ó 

 
October 9, 2014 - James Price - òBattle of New 

Market Heights/Chaffin's Farm: September 1864ó 

 
November 13, 2014 - Gene Schmiel and Ron May-

er ð "Citizen-General: Jacob Dolson Cox and the 

Civil War Era, Battle of Franklin, TN: November 

1864" 

 
December 18, 2014 - David Goetz - òHell is Being a 

Republican in Virginia: The Postwar Relationship 

Between John Singleton Mosby and Ulysses S. 

Grantó  

In This Issue  

The Presidentôs Column Page 3  

Membership Renewal Info  Page 4  

E- Mail Glitch Update  Page 4  
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BRWCRT Facebook (FB) page was officially 
launched December 1st, and now more than 165 
folks have added it (or "LIKED" it) to their list of 
Facebook correspondence.   Now is the time to 
do the same, if you havenôt already, by typing in 
https://www.facebook.com/bullruncwrt and hit-
ting "Like".  You will then be receiving future real
-time pictures of Civil War events, updates and 
local and regional information that should en-
hance your Civil War experience and 
knowledge.   
Our January meeting featured the Civil War 

Sesquicentennial Month lecture: "Major John S. 
Mosbyôs 1863 Year in Reviewò by author and 
historian Eric Buckland.  Quite a large crowd lis-
tened to how 
Mosby pulled 
his original 
band of parti-
sans together 
in January 
1863, and 
how they later 
in June 1863 
became the 
43rd Virginia 
Battalion 
Cavalry Ran-
gers.    
The individual Rangersô stories were so com-

pelling, and Ericôs humor shone while talking 
about the varied aspects of their social lives, and 
their experiences as they hid and ran from the 
Federal Calvary.  Thank you, Eric, for such an 
outstanding lecture, and for making your books 
available to us.   
The January meeting also brought on E.B. 

Vandiver as our newest BRCWRT Executive 
Committee member, with all other Executive 
Committee members returning to serve in 2014.   
He will be heading up the 25th Silver Anniver-
sary Committee, and is looking for volunteers to 
help in this notable milestone, coming up in 
2016.  Our treasurer, Mark Knowles, took the 
opportunity to outline this yearôs annual budget 
to the membership; it was unanimously accept-
ed.    
The new year heralds the start of the 2014 

The Presidentôs Column 

By Mark Trbovich  
 

Bull Run Civil War Round Table Members,  
 

During the past two months, the óArctic Vor-
texô has produced record cold, snow and ice, but 
this month we celebrate Valentineôs Day and 
think of warm nights by the fire with our loved 
ones.  Gladly, we will be nice and warm on Feb-
ruary 13th in the Centreville Library as we hear 
Edward Bonekemper, IIIôs lecture on ñHow Rob-
ert E. Lee Lost the Civil War.ò  I predict we will 
have a lively discussion after the presentation, 
with different perspectives to think about.  This 
should be an entertaining evening for all.   
I want to thank our December speaker, Dr. 

Robert Neyland, for his most enlightening lec-
ture; "CSS Hunley - Civil War Submarine 
1863/1864.ò  Everyone in the room was keenly 

focused on the 
excellent pic-
tures and fasci-
nating artifacts 
recovered from 
the dives of the 
historic submers-
ible.  
      Dr. Neyland 
led us on a start-
to-finish excava-
tion of the Hun-
ley, and all who 
saw it will never 
forget the men 
who died in that 
sub.  Each man 

was identified and a background of his life was 
given .  What an eye-opening presentation.    
Before the lecture, the BRCWRT held its An-

nual Election of Officers.  The following officers 
were unanimously voted in by the general mem-
bership: Mark Trbovich ï President; Robert Orri-
son ï Vice President; Mark Knowles ï Treasur-
er; and John Pearson - Secretary. Congratula-
tions to all. I look forward to serving with you, 
and the entire 2014 BRCWRT Executive Com-
mittee.  
We are so happy to announce that our 

 

Dr. Robert Neyland 

Photo by Gwen Wyttenbach  

Eric Buckland 

Photo by Janet Greentree 

(Conõt on page 10) 
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             A  BRCWRT E-mail Update From Webmaster Alan Day - 

The saga continues:  The ISP's response to the BRCWRT e-mail problems last fall 

was to move our account to a new server.  This server operates under a new policy and 

menu system.  One side effect is that any posting to the group e-mail list must be ap-

proved by the BRCWRT Web master (including his own).  Also, if an e-mail bounces on a particular e-mail 

address, that address is automatically deleted from the group e-mail list.  The member may receive a no-

tice from the ISP that the e-mail address has been deleted from the e-mail group.  When I receive these 

notifications, if they are correct, I restore them to the list (there have been some typos on the list.) 

Some of these bounces are residual from the old server listing as a spam platform.  The BRCWRT 

members need to notify their ISP to accept BRCWRT postings as ònot spam.ó 

BRCWRT members are encouraged to visit the new Bull Run Civil War Round Table Facebook page, 

"Like" it, and share it with their Facebook friends: https://www.facebook.com/bullruncwrt. 

ŭŻŸ śƈſſ ūƈƁ ŜżƉżſ ŰŴƅ ūƂƈƁŷ ŭŴŵſŸLƆ ŧŸƊŸƆƇ ūŸŶƅƈżƇƆ! 
šŸƅŸLƆ Ŵ źƅŴƇŸŹƈſ MƆŻƂƈƇ ƂƈƇN ŹƂƅ ƇŻŸƆŸ ŹƂſžƆ ƊŻƂ ŻŴƉŸ ƅŸŶŸƁƇſƌ ŽƂżƁŸŷ ƇŻŸ śūŜŰūŭ:  

§Stan Augustine  
§Gary Greene  

§Robert Skelton 
§Mark Allen  

§Samuel Laudenslager  

* 2014 Membership Renewals * 
 

Itõs that time of year to renew your membership with the Bull Run Civil War Round Table!  For just 

$20, you can support one the largest and best Civil War round tables in the nation.  Your money goes 

towards our speaker program, scholarship program, tours and preservation projects across the region.  

As John McAnaw once said - we are "the cheap and the proud!ó   

We had nearly 240 members last year, which enables us to bring in good speakers and support 

preservation projects.  Be sure to see our treasurer Mark Knowles during the next meeting or complete 

and mail him your membership form on the last page of the newsletter and/or check to: 169 Applegate 

Dr., Sterling, VA 20164. 

Your membership is important to us, and we look forward to an exciting and successful 2014.  Stay 

tuned for information on new tours, and a round table picnic coming up this year.  

Monitor Lab Closes Due to Federal Funding Shortfall  

Elliot Gruber, President & CEO of The Mariners' Museum, announced recently that they have made the 

difficult decision to temporarily close the 5,000 square-foot lab that houses the USS Monitor's gun turret 

and other large artifacts following the Dec. 31, 2013, expiration of an agreement with the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration's National Marine Sanctuary Program.  

The decision to close the "wet lab" does not affect other Museum activities. The Monitor exhibition 

Ironclad Revolution is still open, as is the rest of the exhibition space at The Mariners' Museum. Also, 

though no progress in the artifacts' treatment will occur during this period, the artifacts will remain in a 

stable environment. 

NOAA is waiting on Congress' approval of a budget to determine what funding to make available this 

coming year. NOAA and The Mariners' Museum are working together to ensure that funding is in place to 

continue this important conservation work. The lab will re-open once funding is secured.  The Marinerõs 

Museum urges the public to help by letting federal legislators and NOAA offices know you want the gov-

ernment to designate funding for the Monitor conservation project at The Mariners' Museum.  
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Sunday evening, July 21, 1861, citizens across 
the North went to sleep excited, and more were 
ecstatic the next morning after reading newspaper 
headlines announcing that the Union Army had 
achieved a glorious victory over the Rebels near 
Bull Run creek in Virginia in the first major clash 
between the armies of the United States and Con-
federate States of America.  Around dinner time 
that evening in Washington, D.C., about 30 miles 
northeast of the battle site, President Abraham Lin-
coln was so upbeat about his armyôs success 
against Confederate troops near Manassas Junc-
tion that he went for a carriage ride.  
In New York City, the newspaper capital of 

America, leading tabs and broadsheets were re-
leasing ñextrasò that very day, even before the rout 
of Union troops at Bull Run was complete, followed  
the next morning by editions with headlines and 
reports about a Union triumph that many northern-
ers believed would quickly lead to the reunification 
of the country.   
The New York Herald hailed the ñHeroism of 

the Union Forces,ò and The New York Tribune re-
ported ñéThe Rebel batteries were ultimately si-
lenced, and their ranks forced back inch by inch 
until they were driven from Bullôs Run, leaving their 
dead on the field and the National troops undisput-
ed victorséò  The New York Times echoed the 
same message ñéCrushing RebellionéThe Re-
bels Routed and Driven Behind the Manassas 
(railroad) LineséNow on to Richmond!ò  
Editors who printed the Union victory story real-

ized the day after the battle that their early releas-
es were wrong - the Confederate Army, not the 
Union Army, was the undisputed victor at Bull Run.  
Early, on July 22nd, the telegraph office in Wash-
ington re-opened, after its forced closure late on 
July 21st.  With its powering up, the floodgate 
opened for updated news about the battle, reach-
ing New York and the Herald, which that morning 
published extras about the Union debacle at Bull 
Run.   
The news spread rapidly that the Union army 

had not only suffered a major defeat, but that it al-
so had hastily fled the scene in a rout, along with 
scores of frightened civilians who had followed 
their army to witness a grand federal victory.   
In part, to salvage the sullied reputation of their 

newspapers after misleading the public about the 
battle, editors furiously (and justifiably) attacked 
the U.S. government for having censored reports 
carrying the real story of the Confederate victory 
that had been prepared late in the day on July 21st 
by their reporters in the field.   
A New York Times editorial about government 

interference with reporting of the Bull Run battle 
reflected the view of several newspaper editors: 
ñéWe (the Times) desire it to be distinctly under-
stood that we are not in the slightest degree re-
sponsible for what, if done deliberately by us, 
would be branded as a wonton and reckless trifling 
with the feelings of the publicé.  It was an agent of 
the government - and not the conductors of the 
Times - who suppressed the facts of this most im-
portant case.éò 
In this instance, the editors were quite correct; 

government censors - under orders issued by the 
commander of the U.S. Army, General Winfield 
Scott - would not permit news of the Union defeat 
at Bull Run to be transmitted on July 21st by the 
telegraph service in Washington.  Throughout the 
Civil War, newspaper editors on both sides, partic-
ularly northern editors, often claimed that govern-
ment censorship violated their First Amendment 
rights and denied them information essential for 
first-rate journalism.  Censorship, imposed exten-
sively but unevenly during the war by both govern-
ments, frequently inhibited newspapers from accu-
rately and comprehensively reporting news about 
military developments.  Authorities deemed it nec-
essary, because the print media was often guilty of 
disclosing sensitive military information that com-
manders believed aided the enemy.  

Northern Press Reports Rebels Routed at Bull Run 

By Randy Ferryman  

(Conõt on page 9) 
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CIVIL WAR TRAVELS 

WITH MS. REBELLE 

 

Wyoming ï More Civil 
War Connections  

By Janet Greentree  
 

 Donôt know if you are aware of this 

fact or not, but Wyoming is an open state.  
Itôs open in the sense that you can carry a 

gun in public without a permit.  This does 
seem like a strange phenomenon, since 

Wyoming and the Old West were such 
lawless places.  Cheyenne was once 

known as ñHell on Wheels.ò  Ms. Rebelle 

first learned about Wyoming being an 
open state when my sister and I toured 

the old historic Governorôs Mansion in 
Cheyenne.  We were told by the docents 

working in 
the garden 

to just 
walk in.  

They said 
we could 

walk 
around, 

take pic-
tures, and 

make our-

selves at 
home.  The 

mansion was filled with beautiful antiques.  
Can you imagine that happening here in 

Virginia?  

 The mansion, built in 1904, is five 

blocks from the State Capitol at the corner 
of 21 st  Street and House Avenue.  The 

beautiful old house has never had a fence 
around it, nor had security on the premis-

es, and there is no admission fee.  The 
last of 19 governorsô families lived there 

until 1976.  It was also the home of Nellie 
Tayloe Ross, the first woman governor of 

Wyoming.  Vice -President Richard Nixon 

visited the mansion and spent the night 
there.  

 Iôm sure youôre wondering what the 

Civil War connection is here.  It is Gover-
nor John Milton Thayer, who was also a 

Union general in 

the Civil War, serv-
ing his entire time 

in the Western The-
atre, fighting at 

Fort Donelson, Shi-
loh, Vicksburg, and 

ending with Fort 
Smith.  Thayer was 

from Nebraska.  He 
commanded Gen-

eral Frederick 
Steeleôs (profiled in the December 2013/

January 2014 Stone Wall ) rear at the bat-
tle of Jenkinsô Ferry.   General Ulysses S. 

Grant appointed him governor of the Ter-

ritory of Wyoming in 1875.  He served un-
til 1878.  Thayer went back to Nebraska 

and served two terms as governor of Ne-
braska from 1886 -1888.  He died in Ne-

braska and is buried in Wyuka Cemetery 
in Lincoln, Nebraska (another place for 

Ms. Rebelle to visit).  

 Cheyenne has a beautiful state Capi-

tol with a gold dome, located on Capitol 
Avenue between 24 th  & 25 th  Streets.  Like 

our State Capitol in Richmond, the build-

(Conõt on page 7) 

Governorõs Mansion, Cheyenne, WY. 

Photo by Janet Greentree 

General John Milton Thayer 

Wyoming State Capitol in Cheyenne. 

Photo by Janet Greentree 
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ing has marble floors with fossils in the 

floor so there is this connection to Virginia 
as well.   This is another building without 

(much) security where you can walk 
around, look into the offices, look at the 

chambers, and even stop in to see the 
Governor without an appointment if he is 

in his office.  This we didnôt find out until 
we took 

a trolley 
tour of 

the city.  
The trol-

ley tour 
started 

at the 

old train 
depot 

that Un-
ion Gen-

eral Grenville M. Dodge built.  Across the 
street is a very red building that houses 

the headquarters store for Wrangler 
Jeans.  Large painted cowboy boots are 

everywhere in the city, similar to the other 
public art projects done in several cities in 

recent years, featuring large, gaily painted 
sculptures.  

 On the way to Laramie, Wyoming 
we stopped at the Ames Monument, dedi-

cated to Oakes Ames, Jr. and his brother 
Oliver, built in 1882.  Itôs located at Sheri-

dan Summit, the highest point of the 
Transconti-

nental Rail-
road (at 

8,247 feet).  

The Ames 
brothers 

were the 
main finan-

ciers for the 
railroad.  

President 

 

Lincoln  himself asked Oakes Ames to be 
instrumental in finishing the railroad.  The 

monument is shaped like a pyramid, not 

unlike the pyramid in Hollywood Cemetery 
in Richmond, VA.  The monument used to 

be right on the Lincoln Highway, but since 
the ónewô Interstate 80 was built, it is now 

just a short exit from the interstate down 
a gravel road.  The monument has bas re-

liefs of both brothers near the top ï one 
facing north and one facing south.  Unfor-

tunately, being in such a remote location, 
the noses of both brothers have been shot 

off!   

Fun Facts  

 Fort Sanders was located outside of 
Laramie and named for Union General Wil-

liam Price Sanders.  The fort used to be 
named Fort Buford for Union General John 

Buford.  Laramie was named for French 
trapper Jacques de la Ramie.  

 Driving towards Jackson Hole we 
went through a cute little town called 

Lander, named for Union General Freder-
ick W. Lander.  Lander was the home of 

Camp Augur, named for Union General 
Christopher Columbus Augur.  One of Au-

gurôs many duties during the Civil War 

Ms. Rebelle -  (conôt from page 6) 

(Conõt on page 8) 

Interior staircase - Wyoming State Capitol. 

Photo by Janet Greentree 

Ames Monument. 

Photo by Janet Greentree 

Laramie Train Station . 

Photo by Janet Greentree 


