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HISTORIAN DR. B. FRANKLIN COOLING 
SPEAKS ON ñTHE BATTLE OF FT. STEVENS: 
JULY 1864 " AT THE JUNE 12TH MEETING   

 
By Mark Trbovich 

 
Summer is here, my friends, and the Civil 

War is heating up down south of us, as the 1864 
Overland Campaign has begun and the bloodshed 
is horrific on both sides. The BRCWRT will contin-
ue to bring Sesquicentennial anniversary battles 
and events throughout 1864/2014 and 1865/2015.   

The geographical exception - The Battle of 
Fort Stevens ï is a rare instance of Overland 
fighting that took place north of our locale.  It was 
fought July 11ï12, 1864, in Northwest Washing-
ton, D.C., as part of the Valley Campaigns of 1864, 
as forces under Confederate Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Ear-
ly attempted to attack Washington, D.C.  The bat-
tle is notable for the personal presence of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, whose direct observation of 
the fighting created a stir, and that lore of courage 
and foolhardiness follow him to this day. 

Dr. B. Franklin Cooling, a prolific author of 
numerous military history books and articles and 
highly regarded historian, has spoken to our round 
table in the past on a number of topics.  His 
presentations are always extremely interesting and 
well-received.  Some of his Civil War-related works 
include: ñForts Henry and Donelson: Key to the 
Confederate Heartland,ò ñCounter-Thrust: From 
the Peninsula to the Antietam,ò ñMonocacy: The 
Battle that Saved Washington,ò and one of my fa-
vorites: ñMr. Lincoln's Forts: A Guide to the Civil 
War Defenses of Washington,ò co-authored with 
Wally Owen.    

Dr. Cooling is a Washington, D.C. na-
tive.  He earned a B.A. in History from Rutgers 
University, and later an M.A. and Ph.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania.  He has worked on his-
tory programs for the Departments of Interior,  
the Army and the Air Force.  He served as the 
Chief Historian for the Department of Energy, and 
Associate Dean and Professor of National Security 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2014  

7 P.M. Centreville Library  
 

GUEST SPEAKER:  
HISTORIAN  

DR. B. FRANKLING COOLING  
  

TOPIC:  
 

ñTHE BATTLE OF 
FT. STEVENS: JULY 1864 "  

~  

THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2014  

GUEST SPEAKER:  
HISTORIAN NPS RANGER  

ROBERT M. ñBERTò DUNKERLY 

TOPIC:  

 ñTHE BATTLE OF COLD 
HARBOR, VA -  JUNE 1864"  

Studies, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, 
National Defense University in Washington.  His 
latest work is a study of the 1864 Middle Tennes-
see Campaign and its impact on post-war Tennes-
see and Kentucky. 

As always, members are encouraged to come 
early, meet Dr. Cooling at the Coyote Grill for din-
ner at 5:00 p.m. and enjoy some fellowship.  If, un-
fortunately, you can't make the dinner, please 
come early to the Centreville Library prior to the 
lecture at 7:00 p.m.  Hope to see you there. 

 

NPS RANGER ROBERT M. ñBERTò DUNKERLY 
SPEAKS ON ñBATTLE OF COLD HARBOR, VA - JUNE 
1864" AT THE JULY 10

TH
 MEETING 

 

The Battle of Cold Harbor was fought from May 
31 to June 12, 1864 (with the most significant 
fighting occurring on June 3).  It was one of the 
final battles of Union Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's 
Overland Campaign, and is remembered as one of 

(Conõt on page 17) 
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NEWSLETTER  ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the August/September 2014  issue , e -mail arti-

cles by 9 a.m., Monday, July 28 , to Nadine Mironchuk 

at: nadine1861@hotmail.com .    

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT                            

SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the August/September 2014 issue, advertisers 

should please click on ñInstructions for Advertisersò at 

http://bullruncwrt.org  and e -mail ads by noon, July 18,  

to Charlie Balch at BRCWRTads@gmail.com .   

 

Support the BRCWRT in its important mission  
to educate and commemorate the battles  

and events of the Civil War  
 

-  place your advertisement in the Stone Wall -  

 

UPCOMING  

MEETINGS   
 
 

July 10, 2014 - NPS Ranger Robert Dunkerly - 

òBattle of Cold Harbor: June 1864ó 
 

August 14, 2014 - NPS Ranger Emmanuel Dabney 

- òBattle of the Crater/Petersburg: July 1864ó 
 

September 11, 2014 - Scott Patchen - òSheridan at 

Opequon Creek: September 1864ó 
 

October 9, 2014 - James Price - òBattle of New 

Market Heights/Chaffin's Farm: September 1864ó 
 

November 13, 2014 - Gene Schmiel and Ron May-

er ð "Citizen-General: Jacob Dolson Cox and the 

Civil War Era, Battle of Franklin, TN: November 

1864" 
 

December 18, 2014 - David Goetz - òHell is Being a 

Republican in Virginia: The Postwar Relationship 

Between John Singleton Mosby and Ulysses S. 

Grantó  
 

January 8, 2015 - John Coski - "Confederate  

Navy, James River Campaign: 1862/1865" 
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pen, so I completed the full expedition, and in-
deed, I am glad I saw everything that day.  
Thank you, John and Rob, for an excellent tour! 

The May meeting with National Park Service 
Historian Emeritus Ed Bearss was truly memora-
ble, especially when U.S. Congressman from the 
11
th
 District of Virginia, the Honorable Mr. Gerry 

Connolly, joined us, to again see his old friend 
speak.  Rep. Connolly mentioned that he toured 
with Ed for many years, and was so happy to 
see him in great shape as he turns 91 years 
old.  There were many pictures taken, and the 
huge crowd enjoyed the evening as Ed laid out 
the advent of the Overland Campaign, starting 
with the Wilderness. 
The lecture led perfectly into the following 

weekôs tour of the battlefield, led by members of 
the BRCWRT.  Ed clearly laid out the heartrend-
ing struggles of men who fought and died for 
yards, and these graphic descriptions were fresh 
in the mind while covering the same ground lat-
er.  Thank you, Ed, for coming again and see 
you next year! 

We revisited a local preservation issue dis-
cussed at our May meeting - the membership 
was updated on the section of the Bristoe Sta-
tion Battlefield which is in preservation danger at 
the present time.  The BRCWRT was honored to 
have this battlefield nominated for the 2014 Vir-
ginia Most Endangered Historic Sites list.  In 
May, Preservation Virginia presented its tenth 
annual list of Virginia's Most Endangered Histor-
ic Sites to raise awareness of places that face 
imminent or sustained threats to their integrity or 
survival.   
The statewide preservation organization cre-

ates the annual listing to bring attention to prop-
erties that at risk, and encourages individuals 
and organizations to advocate for the protection 
and preservation of Virginia's historic places.  
What an honor for us - but our work is far from 
done. We must see the ñKirklandôs Chargeò core 
battlefield acreage preserved for future genera-
tions. Please continue to read in this newsletter 

The Presidentôs Column 

By Mark Trbovich  
 

 

Bull Run Civil War Round Table Members,  
 

This Summer of 2014 will prove to be an ex-
cellent season for touring, lectures and fellow-
ship with your BRCWRT family.  I totally enjoyed 
the May 17

th
 Wilderness Battlefield tour, hosted 

by John De Pue and Rob Orrison; I really began 
to feel the impact the 1864 Overland Campaign 
had on both sides, as we walked the battlefield.  
It gave me great insight into that bloody struggle 
and, of course, brought to mind the ñwhat ifsò 
that makes researching the battle so interesting.  
After walking a few miles in the sun around Wid-
ow Tappôs Farm, I was hoping to hear the relief 
order: ñTrbovich to the rear!ò  But that didnôt hap-

 

(Conõt on page 15) 

May Speaker, NPS Historian Emeritus Ed Bearss, with his favorite 

BRCWRT òStone Walló writers ñ óMs. Rebelle,ó a.k.a. Janet Green-

tree (left, above), and Spot Reporter Gwen Wyttenbach (left, below). 

Photos by Janet Greentree 
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Last month, Preservation Virginia, the oldest 

statewide historic preservation organization in the 

United States, designated the Bristoe Station Bat-

tlefield as one of the Ten Most Endangered Historic 

Sites in the Commonwealth.  The designated area 

has already been identified as the òBristoe Station 

Historical Areaó in Prince William Countyõs compre-

hensive plan. 

 The nomination for the ôendangered siteõ desig-

nation was drafted and submitted by the BRCWRT.  

The application stressed that, although Prince Wil-

liam County has preserved some 130 acres of the 

sites of two Civil War battles fought on the same 

terrain, the protected property comprises only 15 

per cent of the battlefield.  As the remainder is pri-

vately owned, it is highly vulnerable to encroaching 

development generated by the urbanization of the 

county and, in particular, development near the 

Manassas Airport and new residential communi-

ties.   

Recently, key battlefield terrain has been 

threatened by preliminary efforts to transform an 

80-acre tract into a for-profit cemetery, a measure 

"ÒÉÓÔÏÅ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ "ÁÔÔÌÅǢÅÌÄ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ %ÎÄÁÎÇÅÒÅÄ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 3ÉÔÅ 
 

by John De Pue 

that, if brought to fruition, would result in forever 

losing the land as an eternal monument to the 

hundreds of men who fought and perished there 

during the October 14, 1863 battle. 

 The endangered historic site designation 

will not automatically inoculate the unprotected 

portion of the Bristoe Station Battlefield and other 

sites awarded the designations from such en-

croachments.  Instead, Preservation Virginiaõs ob-

jective is to highlight to the citizenry, property own-

ers, government decision-makers, and preserva-

tionists the designated sitesõ importance and vul-

nerability.  This, we all believe, will both promote 

sound planning and development decisions by 

county officials and dialogue between members of 

the preservation community and private land own-

ers.   

As the BRCWRT, we will monitor the threats at 

Bristoe Station battlefield and will do what we can 

to promote preservation efforts.  Working with the 

Civil War Trust, we hope that our round table will 

play a pivotal role in preserving this important hal-

lowed ground. 

Each of 2014's 10 sites (and additional battlefields) is listed below (a brief synopsis of Preservation Virginiaôs as-

sessment of Bristoe Station is also attached): 
 

Virginiaôs Civil War Battlefields 
Bristoe Station Battlefield (Williamsburg Battlefield is designated, also) 
 

Significance:  The Bristoe Station and Williamsburg Battlefields are just two of the most recent examples of Virginiaôs 

oft-threatened Civil War landscapes, the threats to which are especially worthy of attention during the ongoing Civil 

War sesquicentennial. The Bristoe Station Battlefield is the site of two significant battles: the August 27, 1862, Battle of 

Kettle Run, and the October 14, 1863, Battle of Bristoe Station. Various winter encampments took place in this same 

area, and various cemeteries exist, most still unidentified. Both battlefields have been recognized as among the Civil 

War's most significant sites by the Congressionally-appointed Civil War Sites Advisory Commission (CWSAC) and its 

Report on the Nation's Civil War Battlefields. Bristoe Station Battlefield is eligible for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places, and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources holds a historic easement on the 133 acres that in-

corporate the Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Locally, Prince William County identifies the current Bristoe 

Station Battlefield Heritage Park as a County Registered Historical Site.   
 

Southside Roller Mill, Chase City 

Virginiaôs ñSidesteppedò Towns: Columbia and Pamplin City 

James River Viewshed 

Hook-Powell-Moorman Farm 

Historic Schools InVirginia 

The Old Concrete Road 

Pocahontas Island Historic District     

Phlegar Building (Old Clerkôs Office)     

Shockoe Bottom 

Waterloo Bridge 

http://preservationvirginia.org 

http://preservationvirginia.org
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