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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  —  Vol. XXIV, Issue 3, APRIL 2017 

 HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR COL. 
JOHN BIEMECK (Ret.) SPEAKS ON 

“CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY AND FUZES” 
AT APRIL 13th MEETING 

  
During the American Civil War, a greater 

variety of artillery projectiles and cannon were 
used than in any other time in military history.  At 
the outbreak of hostilities in 1861, inventors on 
both sides began searching for the perfect blend 
of casing and fuse to create the artillery 

projectile that would give their cannon the 

military advantage.  The unending search for 
that elusive, perfect projectile has continued past 
the end of the Civil War to today.  We are so 
happy to have an ordnance expert coming for 
our lecture in April to describe to us the Civil War 
research and production of artillery munitions. 

John Biemeck is a retired U.S. Army 

Ordnance Corps colonel.  He commanded at the 
company, battalion, and brigade levels, including 
commanding the 82nd Airborne Division Support 
Command at Fort Bragg, N.C.  He served in 

Vietnam from 1967 to 1969 with the 101st
 

Airborne Division and served on General 
Creighton Abrams’ staff in Saigon.   

Col. Biemeck’s decorations include: the 

Distinguished Service Medal, three awards of 
the Legion of Merit, four awards of the Bronze 
Star, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint 
Services Commendation Metal, the Air Medal, 
and four awards of the Army Commendation 
Medal.  

Following his Army retirement, he was 

employed by the Marriott Corp., retiring in 1997 
as Director of Operations at their international 
headquarters.  He is a past Vice Mayor of 
Colonial Beach, Virginia; a past president of the 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

7 p.m. Centreville Library 

THURSDAY, April 13, 2017 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR 

COL. JOHN BIEMECK (Ret.) 

TOPIC: 

“CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY AND FUZES”  

Colonial Beach Historical Society, and served as 
Curator of the Museum at Colonial Beach.   

Col. Biemeck is an expert on black powder 
artillery projectiles and has published 

two volumes of a five-volume set of books – The 
Encyclopedia on Black Powder Projectiles found 
in North America, 1759 – 1865.  John frequently 
writes projectile articles and is Artilleryman 

Magazine’s resident black powder explosive 

ordnance assistance expert.   
He has a B.S. in business administration, a 

MBA (Summa Cum Laude) in Industrial 
Management, and is a graduate of the National 
War College, Army Command and General Staff 
College, and the U.S. Army Ordnance, Infantry, 
Quartermaster, and Airborne schools.  He is 
married to Debra J. Biemeck, who assists him 
with research, and in assembling his 

encyclopedia.   
Come on out at 5 p.m. and meet John for 

dinner at Carrabba’s Italian Restaurant, 5805 
Trinity Pkwy., Centreville, VA 20120: (703) 266-

9755.  

Time is running out to renew your membership and keep receiving the Stone Wall !! 
Send in your dues through April to avoid missing any Civil War news or events. 
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UPCOMING 

MEETINGS  
 

May 11th, 2017 - Gordon Dammann - “General 
Civil War Medicine” 
 

June 8th, 2017 - NPS Historian Emeritus Edwin 
Bearss - “Gettysburg - Day 3” 
 

July 13th, 2017 - Drew Gruber - “Battle of 
Williamsburg, VA” 
 

August 10th, 2017 - David Powell - “Battle of 
Chickamauga, GA” 
 

September 14th, 2017 - Kevin Pawlak - “The 
Jewels of War: Robert E. Lee, George B. McClellan, 
and the Battle of Antietam” 
 

October 12th, 2017 - William Backus and Robert 
Orrison - “The Potomac River Blockade 1861-62” 
 

November 9th, 2017 - Wayne Motts - “Fighting the 
Civil War: Historical Treasures of the Conflict in the 
Collection of the National Civil War Museum” 
 

December 14th, 2017 - John Quarstein - “CSS  
Albermarle” 

BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

  Executive Committee 
 

President:  Mark Trbovich, civilwarnut@comcast.net, 

703.361.1396                                                                             

Past President:   Nancy Anwyll, njanwyll@verizon.net 

Vice-President:  Mark Whitenton, mark.whitenton@gmail.com  

Treasurer:  Mark Knowles, 703.787.9811 

Secretary:  John Pearson, brcwrt2009@gmail.com, 

703.475.1943 

At Large:   Charlie Balch, John De Pue, Brian McEnany  

Fairfax County 275th Anniversary Committee: Blake Myers 

Communications/Media: Jim Lewis,  

antietam1862@verizon.net 

Membership:  Mark Whitenton, mark.whitenton@gmail.com  

Preservation: Blake Myers, jb11thva@cox.net  

Student Scholarship:  Nancy Anwyll (njanwyll@verizon.net), 

Brian McEnany and Charlie Balch 

Field Trips:  Scott Kenepp  

Webmaster:  Alan Day,  webmaster@bullruncwrt.org  

Graphic Design:  Drew Pallo, dpallo3@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor:  Nadine Mironchuk,  

nadine1861@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Team: Saundra Cox, Ed Wenzel, Eric Fowler, Janet 

Greentree and Andy Kapfer. 

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table publishes the Stone Wall.  
  

General Membership meetings are held at 7 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of each month at:                   
 Centreville Regional Library 
 14200 St. Germain Drive   
 Centreville, VA   20121-2255 
 703.830.2223 
  
For specific meeting dates and information, please visit 
the Web site: http://bullruncwrt.org 
 

NEWSLETTER  ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

For the May 2017 issue, e-mail articles by 9 a.m., 

Monday, April 24, to Nadine Mironchuk at:  

nadine1861@hotmail.com 
 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT                            

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

For the May 2017 issue, advertisers should please click 

o n  “ I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  Adve r t i s e r s ”  a t : 
http://bullruncwrt.org and e-mail ads by noon 

on April 14, to Charlie Balch at: BRCWRTads@gmail.com 
 

 
Support the BRCWRT in its important 

mission to educate and to commemorate 
the battles and events of the Civil War 

 

 

- PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
IN THE STONE WALL - 

AtteŶtioŶ: The Fairfaǆ CouŶtǇ Park AuthoritǇ 
has postpoŶed the uŶǀeiliŶg aŶd dediĐatioŶ of 
the Ŷeǁ Oǆ Hill ŵoŶuŵeŶts froŵ Meŵorial DaǇ 
uŶtil Septeŵďer 9, ϮϬϭϳ.   Please Ŷote oŶ Ǉour 
ĐaleŶdars. 

http://bullruncwrt.org/
mailto:BRCWRTads@gmail.com
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BRCWRT four-month membership drive; If you 
haven’t renewed your membership yet, please do, 
post haste, because you don’t want to miss 

receiving any issues of the BRCWRT’s newsletter, 
The Stone Wall, when the membership year 
comes to an end on April 30th.  Please continue to 
spread the word to your family and friends, 
including the younger folks, that the BRCWRT is 
the Northern Virginia hub for Civil War information 
and preservation, and a tremendous organization. 

As discussed last month, our BRCWRT 2017 
Spring Tour, led by our BRCWRT tour guide Scott 
Kenepp, will be held on Saturday, May 20th and is 
titled “On the Road to Antietam.”  The Antietam trip 
will look at origins of the campaign, various 

decisions made by the commanders, how the 

terrain influenced the fighting, and the 

circumstances that brought the Union and 

Confederate armies face-to-face along Antietam 
Creek.  We plan to stop at Harpers Ferry, 
Crampton's Gap and Fox's Gap, and to walk these 
battlegrounds that were a preliminary fighting 
stage to the actual battle of Antietam.  Please sign 
up today at our Web site, as you won’t want to 
miss this tour.   

Also, at our March meeting, many of you 
showed interest to attend another National 
Archives tour in Washington D.C, led by Kim 
Brace. Details will be forthcoming as the date is 
decided. 

Our 2017 BRCWRT Scholarship campaign 
concluded April 1st and we hope to present a 
$1500 scholarship this summer to one 2017 high 
school senior from a public or private high school 
in Prince William or Fairfax County, including the 
cities of Manassas, Fairfax, and Manassas Park.  
The goal of our scholarship is to increase interest 
in and knowledge of American history, with special 
emphasis on the Civil War.  We are so proud of 
our past winners and look forward to introducing 
this year’s, as well. 

Throughout 2017, we will continue to offer for 
sale Ed Wenzel’s Chronology of the Civil War of 
Fairfax County.  This book is the perfect gift for the 
Civil War enthusiast on your shopping list.  Six 
years in the making, I believe it is the greatest 
Fairfax County Civil War reference book ever 
written, or that ever will be written.  You can 

purchase the book at the meetings or online.  Ed 
Bearss wrote the Foreword, saying this book is a 

The President’s Column 

By Mark A. Trbovich 

 

Bull Run Civil War Round Table Members,  
Spring has arrived, and we are so thankful for 

warmer weather and the start of the BRCWRT tour 
season.  It has been a very long winter, and so I 
want to thank everyone for coming out to our 
winter meetings, which were all outstanding.  
Please remember to check our Web site for all 
BRCWRT-sponsored tours and events taking 
place throughout the year.  

As discussed, we will be looking forward to 

participating in the Fairfax 275th Anniversary event 
on June 17th, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The 
BRCWRT is well represented in the 275th event-
planning, and updates will be sent out to you as 
they become available.  All in all, it will be a great 
year, with many Civil War events and great  
lectures to enjoy. 

I want to thank our 
former BRCWRTpresi-
dent and March speaker, 
Gary Eckelbarger, for 
presenting his new book 
“Slaughter at the 
Church, The Battle of 
Ezra Church” at our 
meeting.  Gary did a 
wonderful presentation 
on the events leading up 
to this western theater 
battle and describing the 
bloody assaults on the 
Federal lines in a very 
detailed and under-
standing way for all who 
attended.  I believe 

everyone came out of 
the lecture with a much greater understanding of 
the Battle of Ezra Church and the Battle for Atlan-
ta.  

Thank you so much, Gary, for coming back to 
your round table, and hope to see you again in the 
future for another great presentation. (Don’t forget 
- you can also hear all of our lectures at our Web 
site audio archives, located at: 
http://bullruncwrt.org/BRCWRT/AudioArchives/
Audio_menu.html).   

We have come to our last month of our 2017 

BRCWRT Past President Gary 
Eckelbarger was March’s 
speaker; he’s shown here 
signing his latest publication. 

Photo by Janet Greentree 

(con’t on Page 14) 
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A Brief History of Cadet and Officer Oaths of Allegiance 

by Brian McEnany  Recently, I disagreed with several points made by one of our lecturers, Al Stone, the reenactor who portrays Gen. Robert E. Lee, about Lee’s decision to resign from the Army.  Stone’s lecture vividly described Lee’s path to secession and why he chose Virginia over his allegiance in support of the Constitution.   My research into original statutes and acts support my belief that Lee never pledged to support and defend the Constitution.  More importantly, I found that the current oaths taken by U.S. Army officers and cadets at West Point are tied directly to the Civil War statutes promulgated by Congress in ͳͺ͸ͳ and ͳͺ͸ʹ.  Webster’s defines an oath as:  ǲa ritualistic declaration, typically based on an appeal to God or a god or to some revered person or object, that one will speak the truth, keep a promise, remain faithful, etc.ǳ  It is a pledge to perform the requirements of an office faithfully and truthfully. Words mean something and we need to understand why some words are more important than others.   This article summarizes the origin of U.S. Army officer and cadet oaths of allegiance.  Each has historic roots in pre-feudal times.  The most famous is, perhaps, the Hippocratic Oath that medical personnel swore around ͶͲͲ BC.  In Roman times, soldiers pledged to serve a general for a single campaign.  European rulers often required their soldiers to pledge loyalty to the monarch.  In our own history, colonists signed loyalty oaths to the English King as a pre-requisite to sailing off to America.  After our Declaration of Independence was written, a continental army was raised.  In ͳ͹͹ͺ, the following oath for officers and soldiers was enacted by the Continental Congress: 
 

"I, _____ do acknowledge the United States of 
America to be free, independent and sovereign states, 
and declare that the people thereof owe no 

allegiance or obedience, to George the third, king of 
Great Britain; and I renounce, refuse and abjure any 
allegiance or obedience to him: and I do swear ȋor 
affirmȌ that I will, to the utmost of my power, 
support, maintain and defend the said United States, 
against the said king George the third and his heirs 
and successors, and his and their abettors, assistants 
and adherents, and will serve the said United States 
in the office of _____ which I now hold, with fidelity, 
according to the best of my skill and understanding. 

So help me God." 
 When our Founding Fathers began the process of writing the Constitution in ͳ͹ͺͻ, the only oath written into that document was the one required of the President ȋArticle II, Section ͳȌ.  Article VI of the Constitution required all others to be bound by an ǲoath or affirmation to support the Constitution.ǳ  The form of that oath was left for the ͳst Congress to define.  Consequently, Congress created a simple, two-part oath for all officers, non-commissioned officers and privates to sign.    
 

ǲI, A.B., do solemnly swear or affirm ȋas the case 
may beȌ that I will support the constitution of the 
United States.ǳ 

ǲI, A.B., do solemnly swear or affirm ȋas the case 
may beȌ to bear true allegiance to the United States 
of America, and to serve them honestly and 

faithfully against all their enemies or opposers what-
soever, and to observe and obey the orders of the 
President of the United States of America, and the 
orders of the officers appointed over me ȋaccording 
to the articles of warȌ.ǳ 

 One year later, during the ʹnd Session of Congress, the first part was dropped from the oath, leaving only the requirement to pledge allegiance to the United States.  Enlisted oaths based on this form remained consistent with the wording above until ͳͻͷͲ.  The wording of officer’s oaths has been modified multiple times since ͳ͹ͺͻ.  However, up until the Civil War, the words ǲsupport and defend the Constitutionǳ were not included until Congress made significant changes in ͳͺ͸ͳ and ͳͺ͸ʹ. Cadets at West Point were not exempt from loyalty oaths. In the early days, cadets were simply required to sign an article agreeing to serve in the Army for a period of years ȋ͵Ȍ. This was the form during the period when Robert E. Lee was a cadet ȋͳͺʹ͸ – ͳͺʹͻȌ. Changes were made in the Articles of War that added a pledge to the United States in ͳͺ͵ͻ. The advent of the Civil War and the resignation of significant numbers of officers and cadets in ͳͺ͸Ͳ and ͳͺ͸ͳprompted Congress to change the oaths taken by officers and cadets.  In August ͳͺ͸ͳ, cadets were required to raise their hands and swear to the 

(con’t on page 12) 
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On the Road to Antietam - the BRCWRT Spring Tour 

Ciǀil War Neǁs Highlights BRCWRT Ϯϱth/PiĐŶiĐ at The Bull RuŶ WiŶerǇ 

     Our frieŶds at the Ciǀil War Neǁs ǁere kiŶd eŶough to Ŷote the oĐĐasioŶ of our reĐeŶt Ϯϱth
 

aŶŶiǀersarǇ, iŶĐludiŶg the ǁoŶderful PiĐŶiĐ at The WiŶerǇ eǀeŶt that ǁe all eŶjoǇed so ŵuĐh.   MaŶǇ 
thaŶks to ĐoluŵŶist Mattheǁ BoroǁiĐk for this Đoǀerage, aloŶg ǁith the ŵaŶǇ Ǉears of great Ciǀil War 
iŶforŵatioŶ that he ďriŶgs us ǁith eaĐh issue of the Ciǀil War Neǁs. 

Please joiŶ us foƌ the ϮϬϭϳ SpƌiŶg Touƌ: ͞OŶ the Road to AŶtietaŵ,͟ ǁith ǀisits to Haƌpeƌ͛s FeƌƌǇ, CƌaŵptoŶ͛s Gap 
aŶd Foǆ͛s Gap, spoŶsoƌed ďǇ the Bull RuŶ Ciǀil Waƌ RouŶd Taďle.  The AŶtietaŵ CaŵpaigŶ iŶ Septeŵďeƌ of ϭϴϲϮ ǁas a 

tuƌŶiŶg poiŶt iŶ the AŵeƌiĐaŶ Ciǀil Waƌ.  Foƌ the fiƌst tiŵe, Roďeƌt E. Lee͛s AƌŵǇ of NoƌtheƌŶ ViƌgiŶia pushed ďeǇoŶd 
the ďouŶdaƌǇ of the PotoŵaĐ Riǀeƌ oŶ aŶ iŶǀasioŶ of NoƌtheƌŶ teƌƌitoƌǇ.   

The AŶtietaŵ CaŵpaigŶ ǁas uŶiƋue iŶ its stƌategǇ aŶd taĐtiĐs, as ǁell as its politiĐal ĐoŶseƋueŶĐe.  The SpƌiŶg Touƌ 
ǁill look at the oƌigiŶs of the ĐaŵpaigŶ, the deĐisioŶs ŵade ďǇ the ĐoŵŵaŶdeƌs, hoǁ the teƌƌaiŶ iŶflueŶĐed the 
fightiŶg, aŶd the ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes that ďƌought the UŶioŶ aŶd CoŶfedeƌate aƌŵies faĐe-to-faĐe aloŶg the AŶtietaŵ Cƌeek.  
We plaŶ to ŵake ŵultiple stops at Haƌpeƌ͛s FeƌƌǇ, CƌaŵptoŶ͛s Gap aŶd Foǆ͛s Gap, aŶd ǁalk these keǇ ďattlegƌouŶds 
that ǁeƌe a pƌeliŵiŶaƌǇ fightiŶg stage to the aĐtual ďattle 
of AŶtietaŵ. 
 

DaǇ: SatuƌdaǇ, MaǇ ϮϬ, ϮϬϭϳ 

Meet: CeŶtƌeǀille RegioŶal LiďƌaƌǇ ;to ĐoŶsolidate ǀehiĐlesͿ 
Tiŵe: Leaǀe at ϴ a.ŵ. 
LuŶĐh: BƌiŶg Ǉouƌ oǁŶ LuŶĐh & DƌiŶk; ǁe ǁill eat at 
GathlaŶd State Paƌk 

ReturŶ: to LiďƌaƌǇ ďǇ ϱ p.ŵ. 
Tour Guide: SĐott KeŶepp 

E-ŵail: dskϮϮϮϲϰ@ĐoŵĐast.Ŷet 

Cell: ϳϬϯ-ϲϮϰ-ϰϵϵϱ 

mailto:dsk22264@comcast.net
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CIVIL WAR TRAVELS 

WITH MS. REBELLE 
 

Maj. Gen. John Alexander 
“Black Jack” Logan 

By Janet Greentree 

 

Did Ǉou kŶoǁ that ϭϭ pƌesideŶts haǀe laiŶ iŶ 
state iŶ the Capitol RotuŶda?  Did Ǉou kŶoǁ that 
theƌe ǁeƌe ϭϴ otheƌ people to lie iŶ state iŶ the 

Capitol RotuŶda?  Did Ǉou kŶoǁ that theƌe ǁas oŶlǇ 
oŶe Ciǀil Waƌ geŶeƌal to lie iŶ state iŶ the Capitol 
RotuŶda?  BǇ Ŷoǁ I͛ŵ 
suƌe Ǉou haǀe 
guessed that it ǁas 
GeŶeƌal JohŶ LogaŶ.  
He laǇ iŶ state oŶ De-
Đeŵďeƌ ϯϬth aŶd ϯϭst, 
ϭϴϴϲ, ďefoƌe ďeiŶg 
ďuƌied iŶ the U.S. Sol-
dieƌs͛ aŶd AiƌŵeŶ͛s 
Hoŵe NatioŶal Ceŵ-
eteƌǇ iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ, 
D.C.  He ǁas iŶ good 
ĐoŵpaŶǇ, ǁith otheƌ 
ŶoŶ-pƌesideŶts HeŶƌǇ ClaǇ, Thaddeus SteǀeŶs, 
Chaƌles SuŵŶeƌ, aŶd Pieƌƌe L͛EŶfaŶt, to Ŷaŵe a feǁ. 

The ƌeasoŶ GeŶeƌal LogaŶ had this pƌiǀilege ǁas 
that he issued GeŶeƌal Oƌdeƌ No. ϭϭ fƌoŵ the 

HeadƋuaƌteƌs, GƌaŶd AƌŵǇ of the RepuďliĐ, 
WashiŶgtoŶ, D.C. oŶ MaǇ ϱ, ϭϴϲϴ, ǁhiĐh ƌeads as 
folloǁs: 

 

͞I. The ϯϬth daǇ of MaǇ, ϭϴϲϴ, is desigŶated foƌ 
the puƌpose of stƌeǁiŶg ǁith floǁeƌs oƌ otheƌǁise 
deĐoƌatiŶg the gƌaǀes of Đoŵƌades ǁho died iŶ 

defeŶse of theiƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ duƌiŶg the late ƌeďellioŶ, 
aŶd ǁhose ďodies Ŷoǁ lie iŶ alŵost eǀeƌǇ ĐitǇ, 
ǀillage, aŶd haŵlet ĐhuƌĐhǇaƌd iŶ the laŶd.  IŶ this 
oďseƌǀaŶĐe Ŷo foƌŵ oƌ ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ is pƌesĐƌiďed, ďut 
posts aŶd Đoŵƌades ǁill iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ǁaǇ aƌƌaŶge 
suĐh fittiŶg seƌǀiĐes aŶd testiŵoŶials of ƌespeĐt as 
ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes ŵaǇ peƌŵit. 

͞We aƌe oƌgaŶized, Đoŵƌades, as ouƌ ƌegulatioŶs 
tell us, foƌ the puƌpose, aŵoŶg otheƌ thiŶgs, ͞of 
pƌeseƌǀiŶg aŶd stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg those kiŶd aŶd (con’t on page 7) 

fƌateƌŶal feeliŶgs ǁhiĐh haǀe ďouŶd togetheƌ the 
soldieƌs, sailoƌs, aŶd ŵaƌiŶes ǁho uŶited to suppƌess 
the late ƌeďellioŶ.  What ĐaŶ aid ŵoƌe to assuƌe this 
ƌesult thaŶ ďǇ ĐheƌishiŶg teŶdeƌlǇ the ŵeŵoƌǇ of ouƌ 
heƌoiĐ dead, ǁho ŵade theiƌ ďƌeasts a ďaƌƌiĐade 

ďetǁeeŶ ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ aŶd its foes?  Theiƌ soldieƌ liǀes 
ǁeƌe the ƌeǀeille of fƌeedoŵ to a ƌaĐe iŶ ĐhaiŶs, aŶd 
theiƌ death a tattoo of ƌeďellious tǇƌaŶŶǇ iŶ aƌŵs.  
We should guaƌd theiƌ gƌaǀes ǁith saĐƌed ǀigilaŶĐe.  
All that the ĐoŶseĐƌated ǁealth aŶd taste of the 

NatioŶ ĐaŶ add to theiƌ adoƌŶŵeŶt aŶd seĐuƌitǇ is 
ďut a fittiŶg tƌiďute to the ŵeŵoƌǇ of heƌ slaiŶ 

defeŶdeƌs.  Let Ŷo ǁaŶtoŶ foot tƌead ƌudelǇ oŶ suĐh 
halloǁed 
gƌouŶds.  Let 
pleasaŶt paths 
iŶǀite the Đoŵ-
iŶg aŶd goiŶg of 
ƌeǀeƌeŶt ǀisitoƌs 
aŶd foŶd ŵouƌŶ-
eƌs.  Let Ŷo ǀaŶ-
dalisŵ of aǀaƌiĐe 
oƌ ŶegleĐt, Ŷo 
ƌaǀages of tiŵe, 
testifǇ to the 
pƌeseŶt oƌ to the 
ĐoŵiŶg geŶeƌa-
tioŶs that ǁe haǀe 
foƌgotteŶ, as a 
people, the Đost 
of fƌee aŶd uŶdi-
ǀided ƌepuďliĐ. 

͞If otheƌ eǇes 
gƌoǁ dull aŶd oth-
eƌ haŶds slaĐk, 
aŶd otheƌ heaƌts Đold iŶ the soleŵŶ tƌust, ouƌs shall 
keep it ǁell as the light aŶd ǁaƌŵth of life ƌeŵaiŶ iŶ 
us. 

͞Let us, theŶ, at the tiŵe appoiŶted, gatheƌ 
aƌouŶd theiƌ saĐƌed ƌeŵaiŶs aŶd gaƌlaŶd the 

passioŶless ŵouŶds aďoǀe theŵ ǁith ĐhoiĐest 

floǁeƌs of spƌiŶgtiŵe; let us ƌaise aďoǀe theŵ the 
deaƌ old flag theǇ saǀed fƌoŵ dishoŶoƌ; let us iŶ this 
soleŵŶ pƌeseŶĐe ƌeŶeǁ ouƌ pledges to aid aŶd assist 
those ǁhoŵ theǇ haǀe left aŵoŶg us as saĐƌed 

Gen. John A. Logan 

At fore, the late Roger Belanger, U. S. 
Marines (Ret.) would read General 
Logan’s orders every Memorial Day at the 
Garden Cemetery, Chelsea, MA, where 
soldiers of the 1st. Mass. Vol. Reg’t., Co. 
C, are mourned.  Co. C fought bravely at 
Blackburn’s Ford on July 18, 1861, and 
two of the memorial stones there are for 
KIA whose remains may have been found 
in Centreville, VA some time ago.   

Photo by Nadine Mironchuk 
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(con’t on page 8) 

Ms. Rebelle – (con’t from page 6) 

Đhaƌges upoŶ the NatioŶ͛s gƌatitude – the soldieƌ͛s 
aŶd sailoƌ͛s ǁidoǁ aŶd oƌphaŶ. 

͞II. It is the puƌpose of the CoŵŵaŶdeƌ-iŶ-Chief 
to iŶauguƌate this oďseƌǀaŶĐe ǁith the hope it ǁill 
ďe kept up fƌoŵ Ǉeaƌ to Ǉeaƌ, ǁhile a suƌǀiǀoƌ of the 
ǁaƌ ƌeŵaiŶs to hoŶoƌ the ŵeŵoƌǇ of his depaƌted 
Đoŵƌades.  He eaƌŶestlǇ desiƌes the puďliĐ pƌess to 
Đall atteŶtioŶ to this Oƌdeƌ, aŶd leŶd its fƌieŶdlǇ aid 
iŶ ďƌiŶgiŶg it to the ŶotiĐe of Đoŵƌades iŶ all paƌts of 
the ĐouŶtƌǇ iŶ tiŵe foƌ siŵultaŶeous ĐoŵpliaŶĐe 
theƌeǁith. 

͞III. DepaƌtŵeŶt ĐoŵŵaŶdeƌs ǁill use eǀeƌǇ 
effoƌt to ŵake this oƌdeƌ effeĐtiǀe. 

͞BǇ CoŵŵaŶd of:  JOHN A. LOGAN, CoŵŵaŶdeƌ-

iŶ-Chief͟ 
 

Yes, GeŶeƌal LogaŶ ďegaŶ the Đustoŵ ǁhiĐh 

pƌeǀails to this daǇ of DeĐoƌatioŶ DaǇ, lateƌ ĐhaŶged 
to Meŵoƌial DaǇ.  This ƌeǀeƌeŶĐe shoǁŶ to ouƌ 

soldieƌs aŶd sailoƌs, ǁho died foƌ ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ, 
eaƌŶed hiŵ the hoŶoƌ of lǇiŶg iŶ state iŶ the Capitol 
RotuŶda afteƌ his death. 

JohŶ AleǆaŶdeƌ LogaŶ ǁas ďoƌŶ oŶ FeďƌuaƌǇ ϵ, 
ϭϴϮϲ, iŶ MuƌphǇsďoƌo iŶ southeƌŶ IlliŶois, iŶ a 

tƌiaŶgle of laŶd at the ĐoŶflueŶĐe of the Ohio aŶd 
Mississippi Riǀeƌs, kŶoǁŶ as EgǇpt.  He ǁas the soŶ 
of a ǁealthǇ southeƌŶ IlliŶois doĐtoƌ, JohŶ LogaŶ aŶd 
his ǁife, Elizaďeth JeŶkiŶs LogaŶ.  The seŶioƌ LogaŶ 
ǁas a fƌieŶd of Aďƌahaŵ LiŶĐolŶ.  Dƌ. LogaŶ fiƌst 
sĐhooled ǇouŶg JohŶ at hoŵe, aŶd he lateƌ studied 
at Shiloh College.  He gƌaduated fƌoŵ the UŶiǀeƌsitǇ 
of Louisǀille iŶ ϭϴϱϭ ǁith a laǁ degƌee.  He had a 
ǀeƌǇ suĐĐessful laǁ pƌaĐtiĐe aŶd got iŶteƌested iŶ 
politiĐs as a DeŵoĐƌat; he ǁas eleĐted ĐouŶtǇ Đleƌk 
iŶ ϭϴϰϵ.  He seƌǀed iŶ the IlliŶois House of 
RepƌeseŶtatiǀes fƌoŵ ϭϴϱϯ-ϱϰ, aŶd agaiŶ iŶ ϭϴϱϳ.  
He ǁas a pƌoseĐutiŶg attoƌŶeǇ iŶ the Thiƌd JudiĐial 
DistƌiĐt of IlliŶois.  LogaŶ ǁoƌked oŶ passiŶg a laǁ to 
pƌohiďit AfƌiĐaŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶs, iŶĐludiŶg fƌeedŵeŶ, 
fƌoŵ settliŶg iŶ the state of IlliŶois. 

WheŶ the Ciǀil Waƌ ďegaŶ, he ǁas aŶ IlliŶois 

CoŶgƌessŵaŶ aŶd oďseƌǀiŶg at Fiƌst Bull RuŶ ǁith a 
MiĐhigaŶ uŶit. He piĐked up a ƌifle aŶd staƌted 
fightiŶg.  He ǁas oŶe of the last ŵeŶ to leaǀe the 
field oŶ JulǇ Ϯϭ, ϭϴϲϭ.  He ǁeŶt ďaĐk to WashiŶgtoŶ 
aŶd ƌesigŶed his CoŶgƌessioŶal seat oŶ Apƌil Ϯ, ϭϴϲϮ.  
He eŶteƌed the UŶioŶ AƌŵǇ as a ĐoloŶel of the ϯϭst 
IlliŶois VoluŶtaƌǇ IŶfaŶtƌǇ.  It is heƌe that he got the 
Ŷaŵe ͚BlaĐk JaĐk,͛ ďeĐause of his daƌk eǇes, sǁaƌthǇ 
ĐoŵpleǆioŶ, ďlaĐk haiƌ, aŶd loŶg ďlaĐk dƌoopiŶg ŵus-
taĐhe.  LogaŶ ǁas ŵostlǇ iŶ the WesteƌŶ Theatƌe of 

At left, John A. Logan as a 
prosecuting attorney in 1855.  
Below, with wife Mary 
Simmerson Cunningham 
Logan, son Manning Alexan-
der Logan and daughter Mary 
Elizabeth "Dollie" Logan in 
about 1870.   His son, John 
Alexander Logan, Jr., would 
posthumously receive the 
Medal of Honor during the 
Philippine-American War.   

Logan Home - Murphysboro, IL . 
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the Ciǀil Waƌ, fightiŶg ǁith GeŶeƌal U. S. GƌaŶt.   
LogaŶ ǁas ǁouŶded at Foƌt DoŶelsoŶ aŶd had a 

hoƌse shot out fƌoŵ uŶdeƌ hiŵ iŶ the Battle of 
BelŵoŶt.  He ǁas appoiŶted ďƌigadieƌ geŶeƌal oŶ 
MaƌĐh Ϯϭ, ϭϴϲϮ, aŶd ŵajoƌ geŶeƌal oŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ Ϯϵ, 
ϭϴϲϮ.  He ǁas the fiƌst to eŶteƌ the ĐitǇ of ViĐksďuƌg 
afteƌ the siege iŶ JulǇ ϭϴϲϯ.  He ĐoŵŵaŶded the 

AƌŵǇ of the TeŶŶessee afteƌ the death of GeŶeƌal 
Jaŵes B. MĐPheƌsoŶ aŶd ĐoŵŵaŶded the eŶtiƌe 

UŶioŶ AƌŵǇ at the Battle of AtlaŶta.  GeŶeƌal Williaŵ 
T. SheƌŵaŶ ƌeplaĐed hiŵ ǁith GeŶeƌal O.O. Hoǁaƌd.  
LogaŶ felt this ǁas a peƌsoŶal slight to hiŵ, siŶĐe 
Hoǁaƌd ǁas a West PoiŶt gƌaduate aŶd he ǁas Ŷot.  
LogaŶ ǁas ĐoŶsideƌed a ͞politiĐal͟ geŶeƌal.  
Hoǁeǀeƌ, he theŶ ĐoŵŵaŶded the XV Coƌps iŶ 

SheƌŵaŶ͛s CaƌoliŶa CaŵpaigŶ aŶd ǁas ǁith hiŵ 
ǁheŶ GeŶeƌal Joseph JohŶstoŶ suƌƌeŶdeƌed iŶ Noƌth 
CaƌoliŶa iŶ ϭϴϲϱ.  He ǁas agaiŶ giǀeŶ ĐoŵŵaŶd of 
the AƌŵǇ of the TeŶŶessee oŶ MaǇ Ϯϯ, ϭϴϲϱ, aŶd led 
theŵ iŶ the GƌaŶd Reǀieǁ iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ, D.C. 

Afteƌ the ǁaƌ, he ǁeŶt ďaĐk to politiĐs, ďut as a 
RepuďliĐaŶ.  He ǁoŶ eleĐtioŶ to the House of 
RepƌeseŶtatiǀes iŶ ϭϴϲϲ.  IŶ ϭϴϲϴ, he ǁas paƌt of the 
iŵpeaĐhŵeŶt tƌial of PƌesideŶt AŶdƌeǁ JohŶsoŶ.  He 
ǁas eleĐted a seŶatoƌ oŶ MaƌĐh ϰ, ϭϴϳϭ.  As a 

seŶatoƌ, he ǁas paƌt of the effoƌt to stop the aĐtioŶ 
to oǀeƌtuƌŶ the Couƌt-ŵaƌtial of Majoƌ GeŶeƌal Fitz 
JohŶ Poƌteƌ.   

IŶ ϭϴϴϰ, he ƌaŶ oŶ the RepuďliĐaŶ tiĐket as ǀiĐe 
pƌesideŶt, ǁith Jaŵes G. BlaiŶe as the ĐaŶdidate foƌ 

pƌesideŶt.  Gƌoǀeƌ CleǀelaŶd ǁoŶ the eleĐtioŶ. 
LogaŶ ǁas still ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg the people of IlliŶois 
ǁheŶ he died oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ Ϯϲ, ϭϴϴϲ.   

He ŵaƌƌied MaƌǇ SiŵŵeƌsoŶ CuŶŶiŶghaŵ iŶ 

GallatiŶ, IlliŶois oŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ Ϯϳ, ϭϴϱϱ.  TheǇ ǁould 
haǀe thƌee ĐhildƌeŶ, ďut oŶlǇ the ǇouŶgest tǁo 

suƌǀiǀed to adulthood.  His soŶ, JohŶ AleǆaŶdeƌ 

LogaŶ, Jƌ., ǁould posthuŵouslǇ ƌeĐeiǀe the Medal of 
HoŶoƌ duƌiŶg the PhilippiŶe-AŵeƌiĐaŶ Waƌ.  LogaŶ 
aŶd MaƌǇ liǀed at a ƌeŶted house at ϭϭϭϰ G Stƌeet, 

Ms. Rebelle – (con’t from page 7) 

Gen. John A. Logan leads the charge at the Battle of Dallas in May of 1864, a series of actions 
leading up to the Battle of Atlanta. 

John A. Logan in his later political 
career. 

(con’t on page 14) 

Campaign card for Logan’s run for vice president under James G. 
Blaine, candidate for the presidency, 1884. 
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SĐhedule of EǀeŶts CoŶtiŶues oŶ Page ϭϭ 
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November 5 was a beautiful day for a Civil War 
Tour.  Twenty-eight members and guests joined 
BRCWRT member and Friends of Cedar Mountain 
Battlefield Vice President Mike Block for sites 

pertinent to the Battle of Cedar Mountain between 
Confederate Maj. Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
and Union Maj. Gen. Nathaniel Banks.  Although the 
Federals gained an early advantage, a Confederate 
counterattack by Major General A. P. Hill repulsed the 
Federals and won the day.  Sites included those not 
accessible to the public which was a real treat.  

Participants included Mark Allen, Kevin Anastas, Bill Backus, Charlie Balch, Kate Bitely, Connie Booker, Kim Brace, 
Mike Buckley, Saundra Cox, Alan Day, John De Pue, Dennis Delehanty, Joe Dittiger, Chris Kern, Sam Laudenslager, 
Diane Logan, Tom McGinlay, Roger Moran, Scott Patchan, Kevin Pawlak, L. Raymond, Eric Sconyers, Charles Trefzger, 
Stephanie Vale, David and Rebecca Welker and Gwen Wyttenbach. 

If you missed the tour and would like to tour on your own, check out Mike’s comprehensive article, “The Battle of 
Cedar Mountain” and Mike and Dave Roth’s, “The General’s Tour – Cedar Mountain – The Culmination of a Legend 
Building Spring and A Failing Campaign on the Peninsula” in the XXXII, #2 2016 issue of Blue & Gray. 

Thanks, Mike, for a memorable day and for the opportunity to tour with someone so knowledgeable on Civil War 
history, especially Cedar Mountain and Culpeper County.  

BRCWRT TOUR: AUGUST 9, 1862 - BATTLE OF CEDAR MOUNTAIN 
\ 

by Saundra Cox 
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Officers’ Oaths – (con’t from page 4) following wording.  Much of it is directly traceable to the ͳ͹ͻͲ statute as shown here:  
 

"I, A. B., do solemnly swear that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States, and bear true 

allegiance to the National Government; that I will 
maintain and defend the sovereignty of the United 
States paramount to any and all allegiance, 
sovereignty, or fealty I may owe to any State, county, 
or country whatsoever; and that I will at all times 
obey the legal orders of my superior officers and the 
rules and articles in effect governing the armies of 
the United States."  

 Therefore in August ͳͺ͸ͳ, the words, ǲsupport the Constitutionǳ were inserted for the first time sinceͳ͹ͺͻ.  One year later, in July ͳͺ͸ʹ, what is called the Iron Clad oath was enacted by Congress in two parts. It was required to be taken by all officers and cadets and remained in effect until ͳͺͺͶ when the first part of the oath was dropped.  The words ǲsupport and defendǳ were added for the first time as shown here:  
 

ǲI, ȋnameȌ do solemnly swear that I have never 
voluntarily borne arms against the United States 
since I have been a citizen thereof; that I have 

voluntarily given no aid, countenance, counsel, or 
encouragement to persons engaged in armed 

hostility thereto; that I have neither sought nor 

accepted nor attempted to exercise the functions of 
any office whatever under any authority or 

pretended authority in hostility to the United States; 
that I have not yielded a voluntary support to any 
pretended government, authority, power, or 

constitution within the United States, hostile or 

inimical thereto.ǳ  
 

ǲAnd I do further swear that to the best of my 
knowledge and ability, that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic, that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same, that I take this 

obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion, and that I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 
to enter, so help me God.ǳ  

 Since ͳͺͺͶ, only minor changes have been made to this oath. At West Point, when cadets raise their hands on R-day ȋReception DayȌ, they swear the same oath promulgated by Congress for cadets in August ͳͺ͸ͳ:   
 

ǲI, _________, do solemnly swear that I will support 
the Constitution of the United States, and bear true 
allegiance to the National Government; that I will 
maintain and defend the sovereignty of the United 
States, paramount to any and all allegiance, 
sovereignty, or fealty I may owe to any State or 
Country whatsoever; and that I will at all times obey 
the legal orders of my superior officers, and the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice.ǳ 
 The resignations of cadets during the Civil war became the focal point of Congressional wrath and its oath for West Point cadets is the only one whose exact wording remains promulgated in Federal Law. The current oaths taken by officers and cadets have links to the Civil War. With minor changes to incorporate the words ǲUniformed Code of Military Justiceǳ instead of the ǲArticles of Warǳ and a few minor word deletions, the oath taken by current day Second Lieutenants is the same as the second part of the Iron Clad oath promulgated in ͳͺ͸ʹ.   
 

ǲI, _____, having been appointed an officer in the 
Army of the United States, as indicated above in the 
grade of _____ do solemnly swear ȋor affirmȌ that I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and 

domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same; that I take this obligation freely, without 
any mental reservations or purpose of evasion; and 
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office upon which I am about to enter; So help me 
God.ǲ 

 Based on my research, Robert E. Lee never pledged to ǲsupport and defend the Constitutionǳ but was likely exposed to Constitution law during his last year as a cadet.  Officially, according to the Articles of War in effect in ͳͺʹͻ, he was only required to pledge to ǲsupport the United Statesǳ when he was commissioned as a brevet ʹnd Lieutenant in ͳͺʹͻ.    Words do mean something and the wording of officer and cadet oaths have historic significance.  Army officer’s oaths reflect a time when individual loyalty to the United States was severely tested.  I suspect few really understand or read carefully the commissioning oath they sign after raising their hands.  President J.F. Kennedy spoke at my graduation, but I remember little of what he said.  My tactical officer, 
(con’t on page 13) 
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Officers’ Oaths – (con’t from page 12) then Major Richard Trefry ȋnow Lt. Gen., ret.Ȍ, commissioned me as a Second Lieutenant.  It has taken almost ͷͷ years to better understand the historical significance of what they really meant.   
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11 Army Register No. 1 1830 included a list of graduating cadets, assignments and ranks.  
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President’s Column – (con’t from page 3) 

“gold mine of information….” Also, the BRCWRT 
25th anniversary book will be on sale at the 

meeting and on the Web site - another great gift 
idea!   

Can’t wait for the Sept. 10th BRCWRT Annual 
Picnic at the Bull Run Winery, open to all 

members!  More details will follow as the year 
progresses.  What a great time we all had last 
year, and how we look forward to this year’s!  Mark 
your calendars — you don’t want to miss this warm 
and convivial event! 

Let us never forget the people who served, and 

Ms. Rebelle – (con’t from page 7) 

N.W. iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ, D.C.  The house is Ŷoǁ loĐated 
iŶ the MouŶt PleasaŶt Ŷeighďoƌhood of WashiŶgtoŶ.  
TheǇ lateƌ puƌĐhased a house oŶ ǁhat is Ŷoǁ LogaŶ 
CiƌĐle, ǁhiĐh featuƌes aŶ eƋuestƌiaŶ statue iŶ tƌiďute 
to the geŶeƌal.  MaƌǇ ǁas uŶaďle to ŵake paǇŵeŶts 
oŶ the house, aŶd the geŶeƌal͛s fƌieŶds fƌoŵ ChiĐago 
ƌaised eŶough ŵoŶeǇ foƌ heƌ to paǇ off the house.  
He also has a statue iŶ ChiĐago at GƌaŶt Paƌk.  
Seǀeƌal ĐouŶties aĐƌoss the ĐouŶtƌǇ haǀe ďeeŶ 
Ŷaŵed foƌ hiŵ, as ǁell.  Theƌe is a GeŶ. JohŶ A. 
LogaŶ Museuŵ iŶ his hoŵetoǁŶ of MuƌphǇsďoƌo, 
IlliŶois.   

IŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϭϴϴϲ, GeŶ. LogaŶ͛s aƌŵs sǁelled 
aŶd his legs ǁeƌe iŶ paiŶ.  The doĐtoƌs thought it ŵaǇ 
ďe ƌheuŵatisŵ.  The sǇŵptoŵs suďsided, aŶd theŶ 
he  ƌelapsed  oŶ  DeĐeŵďeƌ  Ϯϰth,  dǇiŶg  at ϯ p.ŵ. oŶ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DeĐeŵďeƌ Ϯϲth.  It ǁas the geŶeƌal opiŶioŶ of the 
doĐtoƌs that his ǁouŶds fƌoŵ the Ciǀil Waƌ ǁeƌe also 
ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ his deŵise.  ;Note:  His ŵaƌkeƌ at the 
U.S. Soldieƌs͛ aŶd AiƌŵeŶ's Hoŵe NatioŶal CeŵeteƌǇ 
shoǁs his death date as DeĐeŵďeƌ Ϯϳ, ϭϴϴϲ.Ϳ 

GeŶeƌal Williaŵ TeĐuŵseh SheƌŵaŶ ǁas 

laŵeŶtiŶg iŶ ϭϴϴϲ that ͞I aŵ aŶ oldeƌ ŵaŶ thaŶ 
GƌaŶt, MĐClellaŶ, HaŶĐoĐk, aŶd LogaŶ, ǁho iŶ the 
past Ǉeaƌ haǀe ďeeŶ takeŶ suddeŶlǇ, alŵost ǁithout 
pƌeŵoŶitioŶ.͟  SheƌŵaŶ ǁas asked to ďe a pallďeaƌeƌ 
at LogaŶ͛s fuŶeƌal.   

 

NOTE:  Ms. Rebelle’s hobby is traveling the country 
finding and honoring the graves of our 1,008 Civil War 

generals.  So far, she has located and photographed 412 

- 169 Confederate and 243 Union.  You may contact her 

at jlgrtree@erols.com. 

Logan Mausoleum - United States 
Soldiers' and Airmen's Home National 
Cemetery in Washington, D.C., and the 
marker located at the site. 

Photos by Janet Greentree Statue of Gen. Logan at Logan Circle, Washington, D.C. 

mailto:jlgrtree@erols.com
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TĽĺ ĝŊll RŊŃ Ğľŋľl WĶŇ RńŊŃĹ TĶķlĺ’ň NĺŌĺňŉ RĺĸŇŊľŉň! 
HĺŇĺ’ň Ķ ļŇĶŉĺĻŊl “HŊzzĶĽ!” ĻńŇ ŉĽńňĺ 

who have just joined the BRCWRT: 

 Carmen Wooden  Craig Stevens 
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BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

The Stone Wall 

P.O. Box 2147 

Centreville, VA 20122 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017  Bull Run Civil War Round Table — MEMBERSHIP FORM 

We are delighted that you are interested in joining our organization and look 

forward to seeing you at our next meeting and at our upcoming events! 

Annual dues are: 

Individual—$20. Family—$25.  Student (age 22 and under)—FREE. 

Make checks payable to:  BRCWRT (Bull Run Civil War Round Table).  This  

form may be given to the Treasurer at the General Membership meeting,        

or mail it to: 

Mark Knowles, BRCWRT Treasurer, 169 Applegate Drive, Sterling, VA 20164 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________ 

CITY_________________________STATE_________ZIP_____________ 

PHONE________________E-MAIL________________________________ 

 


