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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

7 p.m.  

In-Person at the Centreville Regional 
Library &  Streaming via Zoom or 

Facebook Live  
 

THURSDAY, May 12, 2022 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Historian/Author Scott Patchan   

TOPIC: 

ñFederal Col. Joseph Thoburn 
in the Valleyò  

HISTORIAN, AUTHOR AND FORMER 
BRCWRT PRESIDENT SCOTT 

PATCHAN SPEAKS ON ñFEDERAL 
COLONEL JOSEPH THOBURN IN THE 
VALLEY" AT THE MAY 12th MEETING 

 

Federal Colonel Joseph Thoburn was born in 
1825 in Ireland; he set up a medical practice in 
Wheeling, VA (now WV) in 1853.  He was 
appointed surgeon of the pro-Union 1st VA 
Infantry in May 1861 and fought at Philippi, VA, 
under Gen. Benjamin Kelley.  In August 1861, 
he was named colonel of the reorganized regi-
ment, fighting in the Shenandoah Valley.  We 
will hear of his exploits at our May 12th meeting 
from a great friend of the BRCWRT, Scott 
Patchan. It is wonderful that the former 
BRCWRT president and author is visiting us 
again to provide another great presentation.  
Scott is a veteran Civil War battlefield guide, 
historian, and the author of 
ñShenandoah Summer: The 
1864 Valley Campaignò (2009); 
ñThe Forgotten Fury: The Battle 
of Piedmont, Virginiaò (1996); 
ñThe Last Battle of Winches-
terò (2012); and ñSecond Ma-
nassas: Longstreetôs Attack and 
the Struggle for Chinn 
Ridgeò (2011).  Scott also serv-
ed as a research consultant and 
contributing writer for Time-
Life's ñVoices of the Civil War.ò   
Scott has twice served as 

president of the Bull Run Civil 
War Round Table and is a 
much sought-after tour guide for both Revolu-
tionary and Civil War battlefields and historic 
sites.  He has written four feature essays for 
Blue and Gray Magazine on the 1864 Valley 
Campaign, and worked on two more about the 

Second Manassas Campaign, as well as dozens 
of articles for other historical publications.  Last 
year, he edited and published ñWorthy of a High-

er Rank: The 1864 Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign Journal of 
Colonel Joseph Thoburn, Com-
mander, First Infantry Division, 
Army of West Virginia.ò   
 Scott serves as a director on 
the board of the Kernstown Bat-
tlefield Association in Winches-
ter, Virginia; is a member of the 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefield 
Foundation's Resource Protec-
tion Committee; and is widely 
recognized as the foremost au-
thority on the 1864 Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign. Born in 
Cleveland, OH, and a graduate 

of James Madison University, he currently re-
sides with his family in Haymarket, Virginia. 
Come on out at 5 p.m. and meet and dine with 
Scott at Carrabbaôs Italian Restaurant, 5805 
Trinity Parkway, Centreville, VA: (703) 266-9755. 

The Centreville Regional Library has dropped its mask mandate - 
wearing a mask at the Bull Run Civil War Round Table meeting is now optional 
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UPCOMING 2022 MEETINGS 
 

May 12: Historian/Author Scott Patchan ï ñFederal 
Col. Joseph Thoburn in the Valleyò 

June 9: Historian/Author Clark ñBudò Hall ï ñBattle of 
Brandy Station, VA - June 1863ò 

July 14: Historian/Author Kevin Pawlak - ñAugust 27: 
The Critical Actions of the Second Manassas  
Campaignò 

August 11: Historian/Author Michael Block - ñBattle 
of Cedar Mountain - August 1862ò 

September 8: Historian/Author Dan Welch ï ñBattle 
of Antietam Creek  - September 17, 1862ò 

October 13: Author/Historian Jon-Erik Gilot - ñAlbert 
G. Jenkinsô Trans-Allegheny Raidò 

November 10: Author/Historian John Carter - 
ñCentreville, VA, Civil War Defenses - 1861-1862ò 

December 8: Author/Historian Dr. Chris Mackowski 
ï ñBattle of Fredericksburg - December 13, 1862ò 

BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 
  Executive Committee 

 

President:  Mark Whitenton, mark.whitenton@gmail.com, 
703-795-8759                                                                              
Past President:  Mark Trbovich, civilwarnut@comcast.net, 
703-361-1396 
Vice-President:  Kim Brace, kbrace@electiondataservices.com 
Treasurer:  Joe Young, BRCWRTTreasurer@gmail.com, 
703-281-7935  
Secretary:  Debbie Whitenton, debd509@aol.com 
At Large:   Jim Lewis, John De Pue, Drew Pallo 
Marketing: Stephanie Vale, brcwrtmarketing@gmail.com  
Membership:  Kim Brace, kbrace@electiondataservices.com 
Preservation: Blake Myers, jb11thva@cox.net  
Education: Brian McEnany, bmcenany@cox.net;  
Scholarship: Charlie Balch, cabalch@aol.com  
Field Trips:  Sam Laudenslager; kapel-meister1@hotmail.com  
Webmaster:  Alan Day,  webmaster@bullruncwrt.org  
Graphic Design:  Drew Pallo, dpallo3@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor:  Nadine Mironchuk,  
nadine1861@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Team: Saundra Cox, Mark Whitenton, Eric Fowler, 
Janet Greentree, Andy Kapfer and Don Richardson. 
 

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table publishes the Stone 
Wall.  

  
For specific meeting dates and information, please visit 
the Web site: http://bullruncwrt.org 
 

NEWSLETTER  ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

For the June-July 2022 issue, e-mail articles by 9 
a.m., Monday, May 23, to Nadine Mironchuk at:  na-
dine1861@hotmail.com 
 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT                            
SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

For the June-July 2022 issue, advertisers - please see 
ñInstructions for Advertisersò at: http://bullruncwrt.org 
and e-mail ads by noon on  May 13 to Charlie Balch at: 
BRCWRTads@gmail.com 

JOIN US AT CARRABBAôS  
Do you come directly to the monthly meeting from 

work and look for a place to eat, or would you just like 
to come early to dinner? Join BRCWRT members and 
their monthly guest speakers for good food and cama-
raderie. 
 Currently, we gather prior to each meeting around 
5 p.m. at Carrabbaôs Italian Grill.  Located just across 
Lee Highway from the Centreville Regional Library.  

Attend All Meetings of the Bull 

http://bullruncwrt.org/
mailto:BRCWRTads@gmail.com
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The Presidentôs Column 
by Mark Whitenton 
 

 
Fellow BRCWRT members -  

Please join us at the Centreville Library for 
our 31st Anniversary meeting on Thursday, May 
12, at 7 p.m.  There will be cake!!  Thank you, 
Saundra Cox, for once again arranging for the 
party. 
As indicated on page 1, above, our speaker 

will be Scott Patchan, who will tell us about 
ñFederal Col. Joseph Thoburn in the Valley.ò  Alt-
hough our distinguished president of 10 years, 
Mark Trbovich, has moved to Alabama, he 
continues to arrange for us to hear from the most 
interesting speakers.  Please come to hear Scott 
and enjoy some cake, celebrating our 31st Anni-
versary as the Bull Run Civil War Round Table. 
It seems only appropriate that this anniver-

sary celebrates the revival of the BRCWRT field 
trips, as well as continuation of the BRCWRT 
scholarship program, now in its 10th year. 
The Scholarship Committee has recommend-

ed, and the Executive Committee has approved, 
Aaryan Karan Rawal of Westfield High School in 
Chantilly to receive this yearôs $2,000 scholar-
ship.  Please read about this incredible young 
man in John Carterôs writeup on page 5, below. 
John is a member of the Scholarship Committee, 

chaired by Charlie Balch, that also includes 
Brian McEnany, Mark Knowles and Thomas 
Doran.  Well done, gentlemen!  Aaryan will 
attend the June 9th general meeting to receive 
his scholarship award. 
Under the leadership of our new chair of the 

Field Trip Committee, Sam Laudenslager, the 
Field Trip team, including Jim Lewis and Blake 
Myers, have put together the first Field Trip since 
the advent of COVID.  The field trip, scheduled 
for June 25, will be a car caravan tracing the 
route of Gen. Thomas ñStonewallò Jacksonôs 
famous 1862 ñFlank Marchò from Warrenton 
through Salem (now Marshall) and Thoroughfare 
Gap to Manassas.  The full ñmarching ordersò 
are printed on our Web site, as is an opportunity 
to sign up.   
Finally, kudos to our chair of the Marketing 

Committee, Stephanie Vale, for arranging for 
membership drives and book sales at Bristoe 
and Ben Lomond events this summer.  The first 
event will be at Bristoe Battlefield Park, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 18.  Please 
come out to help recruit members and sell our 
many recently acquired used books, obtained 
this past week, with the cooperation of the Fair-
fax City Library.  Thank you, Debbie Whitenton 
and Blake Myers, for jumping at the opportunity 
to select these surplus library books for the 
BRCWRT. 

!ǇǊƛƭ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ DǊŜƎ aŜǊǘȊ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ {ƘƛƭƻƘ 
In the photo at left, Stephanie Vale (left), Marketing 

Committee chair for the BRCWRT, joins April speaker 

historian, author and former National Parks Ranger Greg 

Mertz (center), and (right) member Anthony Trusso for Mertzõs 

talk on the Battle of Shiloh. 

Photos by Janet Greentree 

In photo at right, Debbie Whitenton doing her Zoom job in 

person at the Centreville Regional Library, so that many 

who cannot attend in person themselves can still enjoy 

the speaker for each BRCWRT lecture. 
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The Bull Run Civil War Round Table Awards  
the 10th Annual Scholarship  

 

by John Carter 

This yearôs Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
$2,000 Scholarship is awarded to Aaryan Karan 
Rawal, a graduating senior from Westfield High 
School in Chantilly, VA.  He is the son of Anil 
Rawal.  Aaryan has demonstrated throughout 
his four years of high school that he is a scholar 
of the highest magnitude.  He has maintained a 
grade point average of at least 4.0 in a very 
challenging curriculum, including a 4.929 by the 
end of his junior year.  During his last two years 
of high school, Aaryan enrolled in 10 AP cours-
es.  He is a member of both the History and 
English Honor Societies, and he is a National 
Merit Scholarship finalist winner.  Aaryan has 
held many leadership positions within his school, 
including the Model United Nations president, 
and positions outside school that focused on 
political volunteerism and activism. 
Aaryanôs high school AP History teacher best 

describes a young man who is mature, and 
forward-thinking, beyond his years.  ñAaryan is 
the most well-read, prepared student I have 
worked with in my 18 years of teaching.  He is 
knowledgeable on every subject we discussed in 
both AP History and AP Human Geography.   
Excelling in both content and discussions, he 
challenged his peers to think more clearly and 
creatively.  Aaryan is the student I see who can 
change the future - or is at least sensible 
enough to recognize the need for future 
change.ò 
This can be seen in his work with local and 

state organizations, which focused on issues  
relating to gun laws, human rights, mental 
health, and sexual assault laws.  These are not 
just activities for Aaryan but are his medium for 
facilitating change.  He is not motivated by the 
volume of his activities, nor by accolades he  
receives for them - he is motivated by creating 
change.  
The awards, however, are plentiful: including 

the Fairfax County Public Schools Peace Award 
and the Fairfax County Public Schools Pride 
Courage Award.  He was also awarded the 
Frederick A. Douglass and Susan B. Anthony 
Award for his commitment to social action.  

Aaryan received the Harvard University Alumni 
Association Book Award for outstanding juniors. 
A prospective Political Science major, he 

plans to apply his love of history to advance  
social justice, and to gain historical knowledge of 
court precedents that impact the judicial system.  
This fusion can be seen in his scholarship  
essay, The First Battle of Bull Run: Foreshadow-
ing the True Impact of the American Civil War.  
While covering the main points of the battle,  
Aaryan began his essay with the initial political 
responses to southern secession by Presidents 
James Buchanan and Abraham Lincoln.  The 
timidity of the Buchanan administration to  
respond to secession and the slowness of the 
Lincoln administration in ramping up a major  
response led to a demand for a prompt invasion 
of Richmond, which set the stage for a Union 

(conõt on page 5) 

Aaryan Karan Rawal, the 2022 Bull Run Civil War Round Table 

scholarship recipient at Manassas National Battlefield - the Robin-

son House - as part of his submission to the Scholarship Commit-

tee. 


