Greetings BRCWRT Members and Friends - This edition of Preservation Corner includes updates on the proposed logistics and distribution center development in Bristow, the Route 28 ByPass Project, and the Farr’s Cross Roads Historic Site on GMU’s Fairfax Campus.

Proposed Logistics and Distribution Center Development at Bristow (Bristoe Station and Kettle Run Battlefields)
As previously reported, the proposed project by commercial real estate developer Trammell Crow Company (TCC) and its affiliate Manassas Logistics Land Venture, LLC is located along Bristow Road and adjacent to Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park and preserved battlefield land owned by the American Battlefield Trust (ABT) (see map, below).  As proposed, the project would be constructed on land that is within the American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) designated Core Area of both the Kettle Run Battlefield (August 27, 1862) and Bristoe Station Battlefield (October 14, 1863) – land that has been deemed potentially eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.
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Proposed Project Land, Formerly Chapel Springs Church Property,
Adjacent to Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park

The documented civil war historical significance of this land includes the following:
· Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863) (see battle map, below)
· The Rockbridge Artillery’s (Poague’s Battery) key position from which the battery shelled federal forces positioned along the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
· The land over which Brigadier General William Kirkland’s NC Brigade (formerly Pettigrew’s Brigade) attacked federal forces positioned along the Orange and Alexandria Railroad
· Remnants of hut sites of a Civil War era encampment with earthworks, and an associated cemetery containing military graves/burials (DHR-registered Archaeological Site 44PW0971 that has been deemed potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places [NHRP])  
· In 1864 Ferrero’s Division of the U.S. 9th Corps, including two brigades composed of the 19th, 23rd, 27th, 30th, 31st, 39th, and 43rd USCTs, and the 30th Connecticut Colored Infantry camped on this land while guarding the Orange and Alexandria Railroad and the bridge across Broad Run from late April to early May 1864.  The division and its USCT brigades departed in early May 1864 to join the Army of the Potomac near Spotsylvania Courthouse, from where they would participate and fight in the Overland Campaign and subsequently in the Battle of the Crater in Petersburg on July 30, 1864.
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Civil War Trust (now American Battlefield Trust) Map – Battle of Bristoe Station
 
The proposed project includes six large warehouse and distribution buildings (772,400 square feet) and associated parking areas (see depiction, below).
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				     Project Concept Overlaid on Property Map
Since much of the land in the proposed project area is within designated wetlands, U.S. Army Corps of Engineer permits for the project to proceed are required.  The involvement of a Federal Agency, in this case the Corps of engineers, triggers the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its Section 106 review process which seeks to accommodate historic preservation concerns with respect to project’s potential effects on historic properties and sites.  The Corps initiated Section 106 coordination in December 2022, and as of March 1, 2023, determined that the project will have an adverse effect on the Manassas Station Operation (Kettle Run) Battlefield and the Bristoe Station Battlefield.  

To date the following consulting parties have been involved in the Corps’ consultation - American Battlefield Protection Program, National Park Service/Manassas National Battlefield Park, Prince William County, American Battlefield Trust, Historic Prince William Inc., and Bull Run Civil War Round Table.  Based on the latest Corps’ communication, we anticipate the Section 106 review process will begin on or about May 3, 2023.  The process is governed by Section 106 of the National Preservation Act and includes development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) establishing the purpose of the review and the consulting party participants.  The purpose of the Section 106 Review is to accommodate historic preservation concerns through consultation among the Corps (as lead federal agency), Virginia’s State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) and the consulting parties to identify the historic properties potentially affected by the project, assess the potential effects, and seek ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any adverse effects on historic properties.


Route 28 ByPass Project (Bull Run Occoquan Regional Park and Blackburn’s Ford Battlefield)
Background and catch-up information on this project that began in 2016, but has not been recently reported on due to minimal direct project actions while awaiting study and engineering analysis that will inform the project.	www.Route28Bypass.com 

The Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA)’s Route 28 Transportation Study and Project (2015-2016) focused on infrastructure projects to improve travel times and road network reliability on Route 28 through Prince William County, the City of Manassas and the City of Manassas Park. Fairfax County approved plans to widen Route 28 from north of the Fairfax County/Prince William County border to US Route 29 to three lanes in each direction and make improvements to existing intersections.  This project is underway and scheduled for completion this summer (2023).
 
In 2017 PWC completed a Route 28 Corridor Feasibility Study that considered four alternative solutions:
Alternative 2A: Godwin Drive extended to existing Route 28 south of Bull Run
Alternative 2B: Godwin Drive extended to existing Route 28 north of Bull Run
Alternative 4: Widening Route 28 on existing alignment between Liberia Avenue and the Fairfax County Line
Alternative 9: Euclid Avenue extension north to Route 28 near Bull Run and south to the Sudley Road/Route 234 intersection
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Route 28 Corridor Feasibility Study Alternatives (2017) 

In September 2020 the PWC Board of County Supervisor (BOCS) approved the adoption of Alternative 2B as the route for the Route 28 ByPass.  The Route 28 ByPass concept, depicted below, envisions extending Godwin Road along and parallel to Flat Branch, following the existing Ordway Road (Old Centreville Road) alignment across Bull Run and connecting to Rt 28 south of the Compton Road - Route 28 intersection (see depiction, below)
[image: ]
Route 28 Bypass Concept (2021)


Route 28 ByPass Project Timeline:
Bull Run Civil War Round Table (BRCWRT) Preservation Corner
March 23, 2023
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· Planning and Study		2016-2021
· Design and Engineering	2022-2024
· Right of Way and Utilities	2025-2026
· Construction			2026-2028


In March 2021, the PWC Department of Transportation (DoT) initiated a Transportation Tuesday (virtual) forum series, to be conducted 12:00 pm–12:30 pm on the last Tuesday of each month, to provide  public informational updates on specific topics associated with the Route 28 ByPass Project.   Transportation Tuesday sessions have continued since then, with the exception of a period during the Coronavirus Pandemic when the sessions were temporarily halted due to the non-availability of requisite PWC staff representatives who were then working remotely.

On May 4, 2021, BRCWRT’s Blake Myers met on-site with PWC DoT representatives to walk the ground and visit specific historic properties and sites threatened by this project due to their locations adjacent to and in the vicinity of the Old Centreville Road/Ordway Road bridge crossing of Bull Run.  Threatened sites visited included:
· Mitchell’s Ford and the Old Centreville Road crossing of Bull Run
· Remnants of CW earthworks constructed to defend Mitchell’s Ford
· Site of the Centreville Military Railroad trestle crossing of Bull Run

Collectively we gained a better understanding of the ByPass conceptual route and the potential risk to the threatened historical features.  PWC DoT representatives got an on-site look at the respective historical sites, took lots of photographs and discussed potential adjustments to the ByPass conceptual route:
· Mitchell Ford earthwork remnants east of Ordway Road were determined not to be  threatened
· CMRR trestle site and Mitchell Ford earthwork remnants west of Ordway Road are threatened - the threatened earthworks are located on private property along the conceptual ByPass route.
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Mitchell Ford Earthwork Remnants
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Site of the Centreville Military Railroad Trestle Crossing of Bull Run

We discussed the potential of preserving the trestle site and the earthwork remnants by incorporating a pedestrian trail and historical markers for the trestle site and the earthwork remnants into the initial Route 28 ByPass design.  The DoT representatives also noted the need to reassess the route concept and projected work on, or adjacent to, the Ordway Road bridge crossing Bull Run to avoid historical features including the Mitchell’s ford site, the Old Centreville Road crossing of Bull Run and the streambed carrying water discharge from the Occoquan Sewage Authority facility located off Compton Road.

During the December 13, 2022, Transportation Tuesday session BRCWRT’s Blake Myers asked the question, “Does the bypass design concept still include preserving the civil war earthworks located on the Route 28 ByPass route and the site of the civil war Centreville Military Railroad trestle crossing of Bull Run, to include an pedestrian trail with interpretive signs/markers explaining the historical significance of these sites?  Based on that question, on January 23, 2023, Blake Myers, accompanied by Justin Patton (PWC Archaeologist) and BRCWRT members John DePue and Kim Brace (representing the PWC Historical Commission) met with key Route 28 ByPass design team members to discuss the Route 28 ByPass preliminary design plan and if it included preserving the historic sites noted and in question.  We reiterated that since this project is in the early design phase, we wished to confirm if the design team was aware of and had all the documentation, maps, photographs, etc. for these two historic sites that were previously provided to PWC DoT.  The location of, and information on, these historic sites are well-known now, and there is no need to await "discovery" during the future U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permitting process and associated Section 106 Review.  We provided photographs of the sites and identified their specific locations on local aerial and road maps and provided historical maps indicating the earthworks and their use during the July 18, 1861 Battle of Blackburn’s Ford and the route of the Confederate Military Railroad from Manassas Junction to Centreville, and 1862 photographs of the remnants of the Centreville Military Railroad trestle crossing of Bull Run.  Discussions were inconclusive, but the design team now has all the information they need to consider how these historic sites could be treated/incorporated into the roadway design.  The design team representatives thanked us for the information and discussion and said they would let Blake know if they needed anything else.

At the March 13, 2023, Transportation Tuesday session PWC DoT provided the following key informational and project timeline updates:
· Project Overview Schedule
· Planning & Study		2016-2021	(Complete)
· Design & Engineering		2022-2024	(On-going)
· ROW & Utilities		2025-2026
· Construction			2026-2028
· Design Decisions to date:
· At Grade Intersections
· Sudley Road / Godwin Drive
· Albemarle Drive
· Old Centreville Road
· Rt 28 / Centreville Road
· No intersection at Lomond Drive – Overhead Passage
· Public information Meeting (Live/In-Person)
· Fairfax County – April 19, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
· Centreville Elementary School – 14330 Green Trails Blvd
· PW County – April 20, 6:30 pm – 9:000 pm
· Manassas Park Community Center – 98 Adams Street
Staff Presentation, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Q&A, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
· Preliminary Design (30%) to VDOT and Local Jurisdictions – Summer 2023
· Intermediate Design Plans (60%) & Joint Permit Applications – Spring 2024
· Public Hearing – Summer 2024

Interested individuals are highly encouraged to attend the April 2023 Public Information Meetings noted above.



Farr’s Cross Roads Historic Site at GMU Fairfax Campus
At the conclusion of the very successful Farr’s Cross Roads Historic Site Dedication Ceremony conducted on October 22, 2023, a conversation with GMU Vice President for Facilities, Frank Strike led to a discussion regarding other historical site features awaiting interpretation – actions that in our planning and discussions had always been considered subsequent project phases following a successful preservation and interpretation of the site and the civil war redoubt.  Through a series of virtual and on-site meetings with Frank Strike, GMU’s Director of Facilities Management, Tad Drerenberger and Grounds Program Manager, Erich Miller, BRCWRT’s GMU Team of Blake Myers, Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany laid the groundwork for implementing several actions that will bring to life several of the subsequent phases envisioned, including establishing a Corduroy Road overlook site, conducting archaeological assessment of specific features and submitting an application for the site to be listed on the National Register of Historic Sites.  

The Corduroy Road Overlook Site is located just south of the redoubt and interpretive trail, providing direct line of sight to the 2014 and 2015 corduroy road discovery locations along Ox Road.  The necessary tree removal has been completed and site clearance is in progress.  A Corduroy Road interpretive marker for the site has been designed and is currently in production through GMU’s Environmental Graphic Artist, John Forgy, as is a redesigned Redoubt interpretive marker that will replace the current marker.  We envision the overlook site will be completed and the new interpretive markers installed by early Summer 2023.

BRCWRT continues in its inquiries and search for archaeologist support for potential archaeological assessments and actions on the site, and is working with Frank Strike in developing a plan for GMU to complete and submit an application for the site to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

We will keep you updated as these actions progress, so stay tuned!
 
Thank you for your continued interest in, and support of, BRCWRT’s preservation projects, actions and activities. 

Blake Myers, BRCWRT Preservation Chair
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