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C ‘WP-T Urges Support of
2 Bills Before Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C." — The
nonprofit Civil War Preservation
Trust is ‘urging its members to

" support.  congressional ~  re-
“authorization of the Transportation
Equity Act (TEA-3) and legislation
that Trust President Jim Lighthizer
said could garner $100 million for
battlefield preservation.

HR. 5125, introduced in the

" House of Representatives July 15,
‘would authorize establishment of a
battlefield acquisition = grant pro-
gram. The bill calls for an annual
appropriation of $10 million from
the federal Land & Water Conserva-
tion Fund to preserve batdefields,
starting in- 2004 and . continuing
through 2008. Lighthizer noted

that the grant would be. matched

.one-for-one, resulting in $100 mil-
lion in battlefield preservation
funds.
Last year the Trust helped to se-
cure $11 million in federal grant
money for a threc-year period, to
expire next year. The program fol-
lows a similar three-year program
_in-1998 that provided $8 million
. for battlefield preservation.

Lighthizer launched a petition
drive to enlist “citizen co-sponsors”
of the bill, which was introduced by
California  Congressman  Gary
Miller.

According to- Trust- spokesman
Jim Campi, the Transportation
Equity Act program (which was
included in the two previous Trans-
portation authorization bills; . IS-
TEA in 1991 and TEA-21 in 1998) .
“has-been one of the most effective
weapons in ‘the Civil War preserva-
tion arsenal.” It will be coming up
for consideration in the next 12
months.

The CWPT urges continuation of
the program and its use for histori-
cally and culturally important pro-
jects such as battlefield preserva-

“tion. Sites benefited by these funds

include Fort Morgan, Alabama;
Prairie Grove, Arkansas; Allatoona,
Georgia; Antietam, Monocacy and
South Mountain in Maryland; Mill
Springs, Munfordville and  Per-

‘ryville'in' Kentucky; Corinth, Mis-

sissippi; Honey Springs, Okla-
homa; Kernstown, Malvern Hill
and Sailor's Creek in Virginia; and
Rich Mountain, West Virginia.
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Senate OK Expected Of Funds

For Battleﬁeld Preserv tion

B Deborall Fitts -
WASHINGTON D.C. — A'bill .
that would authorize $10 million a
year for battlefield preservation was
yved:in the House of Represen-
tatives. ‘Oct. 1. by unanimous con-
sent. Senate approval ‘was expeaed
to follow.
. 'The Civil War. Batdeﬁeld Preser- -
vation Act, introduced in July, was
pushed by the Civil War Preserva-
_tion Trust. It would authorize Con-
gress to appropriate as much as $10
million annually for five years. -
The money ‘would be available as
50-50- matching grants to buy ‘bat-
tlefield:land or easemients. The ap-

plicants - will typically be “non- -

profits, like the” Trust, which will
‘partrier with local” govemmeﬂts in"
seeking the money

“This bill is. a tremendous step

forward for battlefield preservation,”
said Trust President James
Lighthizer. “It will allow nonpmﬁt
groups to save thousands of acres of
battleficld ‘land that would have
othérwise succumbed to. the bull-
dozer’sblade.”

The bill also calls for an update

of a 1993 . ,_&m by'
_the. Civil War Sites . .Advisory,
- Commission, which- identified the
384 most SLgmﬁcant battles.
Staffers from the American Baitle-
field Protection Program will insert
new, information about land preser-
vation or losses in the past decade.

- Trust spokesman Jim Campi said -
the bill will, for the first time,
formalize the process. of federal bat-
tleficld funding. In fiscal years 1999
and 2002 Congress appropriated $8
million and $11 million, respec-
tively, for battlefields, but the
money was ‘“carmarked”  through
temporary coalitions of legislators.

The new bill “codifies the struc-

ture of the program,” ‘Campi -ex-

“plamed “It makes'it a reliable part -

of the federal budget.”

Since its creation, the program
has helped protect 8000 battlefield
acres-in 12 states, including key
parcels ‘at Antietam, Md.; Cham-
pion Hill; Miss.; Malvern Hill and
Manassas, Va.; and Harpers Ferry,
W. Va. -

Campi said the new funding .
would kick in once the $11 million
from this year is obligated. '



