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Manassas friends stand opposed

The Civil War heritage
group, Friends of Manassas
National Battlefield Park, has
stpod opposed to proposed con-
struction around the battlefield
sile,

A resolution supporting the
group’s position, as well as its
seneral plan of action, reads:

“Reject ALL  Proposed
Bypass Corridors north of 1-66:

“We believe a bypass align-
ment should be rejected if by
its presence, on the border of or
within the 'Manassas Battle-
field, that bypass would
demean the integrity of the Bat-

tlefield and degrade the inter-
pretation of the Battlefield by
intruding on the historic land-
scape and/or by projecting traf-
fic noise into the Battlefield;
“We believe a bypass align-
ment should be rejected if that
bypass would invite encroach-
ment by eommercial and resi-
dential development up to the
very borders of the Battlefield;
“We believe a bypass align-
ment should be rejected if that
bypass would devastate com-
munities by devaluing private
property and corrupting the
quality of life of the Baitle-

field's neighbors,

“The Friends adamantly
reject ALL of the revised north-
ern  Manassas Battlefield

bypass alignments because any
combination of these align-
ments employed as Routes 29
and 234 bypasses = would
degrade and demean the Battle-
field, invite development and
added traffic on the horders of
the Battlefield, and devastate
the communities neighboring

‘the Battlefield.

“Advocate Collocating

Route 29 onto I-66:

“We believe that adding

lanes to 1-66 to accommodate
the collocation of Route 29
would be thé most effective
bypass option by more effi-
ciently relieving traffic conges-
tion. .

“Since the southern border
of the Battlefield is already
corrupied, collocating Route 29
onto I-66 would not further
degrade nor demean the Battle-
field, would not invite addition-
=al development on the border of
the Battlefield, and would net
devastate neighboring commu-
nities, the Friends wholeheart-
edly advocate collocating

Route 29 ento an enhanced [-66
between Gainesville and Cen-
treville.

“Advocate Closing Routes
29 and 234 to through traffic
within the Battlefield:

“Commuter traffic and visi-
tor traffic within the Battlefield
are mutually incompatible.

“Visitors are discouraged
from fully exploring the Man-
assas Dbautlefield, and their
experience in the Park is
degraded by the intrusion of
busy highways into the historic
landscape and the constant dis-
traction of traffic noise.



