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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  ð  Vol. XXIX, Issue 6 AUGUST 2022 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

TUESDAY, August 16, 2022 

7 P.M.  In-person at the Cen-
treville Regional Library & 
Streaming via Zoom or Face-

book Live 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Michael Block 

TOPIC: 

ñThe Battle of Cedar Mountain  
- August 1862"  
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 This is the 160th Anniversary 
month of the Battle of Cedar Mountain, 
which was fought on August 9, 1862, just 
prior to the 2nd Manassas Campaign dur-
ing the Civil War. Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee ordered General Thomas 
"Stonewall" Jackson to defend Gordons-
ville VA from Federal General John Pope 
and his newly formed Army of Virginia. 
When Jackson saw that a single Federal 
Corps, under General Nathaniel P. Banks, 
was isolated at Cedar Run south of Cul-
peper VA, he attacked. For the rest of the 
story, weôll have one of our dear mem-
bers, Mike Block, come to present to us 
at our special August 16th meeting time. 
You don't want to miss this!  

 A life-long student of the American 
Civil War, when Mike moved to southern 
Fauquier County in 2004, he developed a 
deep appreciation and love of Culpeper 
County and what  transpired on that his-
toric ground during the Civil War.  

 He has been leading battlefield 
tours and lecturing for over two decades, 
focusing on the stirring events in Culpep-
er and Fauquier Counties. Mike collects 
letters, drawings and first person ac-
counts of events significant and mundane 
that occurred in the region during the 
war.  This past January, his first book, 
ñThe Carnage Was Fearful: The Battle of 
Cedar Mountain, August 9, 1862ò was 
published by Savas Beatie.  

 Mike has also published in Blue & 
Gray Magazine, Hallowed Ground, and 
most recently in North and South Maga-
zine.  

 Mike is a past board member of 
the Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield 
and the Brandy Station Foundation, and 
served on the Culpeper and Fauquier 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittees. Mike continues to volunteer for 
the Friends of Cedar Mountain and is a 
tour guide for Fredericksburg Battlefield 
Tours. Mike retired from government 
contracting service in 2020.  

 He has been married for 41 years 
to best-selling Romance Novelist Caryn 
Moya Block. They have two married 
sons, three grand-daughters and reside 
in Williamsburg, VA. Come at 5 p.m. to 
dine with Mike at Carrabbaôs Italian Res-
taurant, 5805 Trinity Parkway, Centre-
ville, VA: (703) 266-9755. 
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BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

  Executive Committee 

 
President: Mark Whitenton, mark.whitenton@gmail.com,   
703-795-8759  

Past President: Mark Trbovich, civilwarnut@comcast.net,  
703-361-1396  

Vice-President: Kim Brace, kbrace@electiondataservices.com  

Treasurer: Joe Young, BRCWRTTreasurer@gmail.com,       
703-281-7935  

Secretary: Debbie Whitenton, debd509@aol.com  

At Large: Jim Lewis, John De Pue, Drew Pallo  

Marketing: Stephanie Vale, brcwrtmarketing@gmail.com  

Membership: Kim Brace, kbrace@electiondataservices.com  

Preservation: Blake Myers, jb11thva@cox.net  

Education: David Welker, dawelker1861@gmail.com 

Scholarship: John Carter, johnca2@yahoo.com 

Field Trips: Sam Laudenslager; kapel-meister1@hotmail.com  

Webmaster: Alan Day, webmaster@bullruncwrt.org  

Graphic Design: Drew Pallo, dpallo3@verizon.net  

Newsletter Editor: Nadine Mironchuk, na-
dine1861@hotmail.com  

Newsletter Team: Saundra Cox, Mark Whitenton, Eric Fowler, 
Janet Greentree, Andy Kapfer and Don Richardson.  

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table publishes the Stone 
Wall.  

For specific meeting dates and information, please visit 
the Web site: http://bullruncwrt.org  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the September 2022 issue, e-mail articles by 9 
a.m., Thursday, September 1st, to Nadine Mironchuk 
at:        nadine1861@hotmail.com  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE  

For the September 2022 issue, advertisers please see 
ñInstructions for Advertisersò at: http://bullruncwrt.org 
and e-mail ads by noon on August 27 to Nadine Miron-
chuk at:        nadine1861@hotmail.com 

JOIN US AT CARRABBAôS  

Do you come directly to the monthly meeting from 

work and look for a place to eat, or would you just like 

to come early to dinner? Join BRCWRT members and 

their monthly guest speakers for good food and cama-

raderie. Currently, we gather prior to each meeting 

around 5 p.m. at Carrabbaôs Italian Grill. Located just 

across Lee Highway from the Centreville Regional Li-

brary.  

 

UPCOMING 2022 MEETINGS               

September 8: Historian/Author Dan 

Welch ï ñBattle of Antietam Creek - Sep-

tember 17, 1862ò  

October 13: Author/Historian Jon-Erik 

Gilot - ñAlbert G. Jenkinsô Trans-

Allegheny Raidò  

November 10: Dominish Marie Miller - 

ñWomen at Warò 

December 8: Author/Historian Dr. Chris 

Mackowski ï ñBattle of Fredericksburg - 

December 13, 1862ò  

BRCWRT BOOK DONATIONS 
 

Please remember to bring your un-
wanted Civil War books to our meet-
ings to aid in our ongoing book 
event.  Besides raising money for 
the BRCWRT, these books increase 
our membersô  understanding of the 
Civil War.   Thank you. 

In This Issue 

Presidentôs Column Page 3 

Events & Retirements Page 4 

Annual Picnic / New Troops Page 5 

Ms. Rebelle Page 7 

Fall Tour - Fredericksburg Page 11 

Spring Tour - After Action Page 12 

Celebrating Ed Bearss Page 22  

Remembering Tom Evans Page 24  

BRCWRT Calendar of Events Page 25  

Farrôs Fort Dedication Page 26 
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The Presidentôs Column 
by Mark Whitenton 

 

Hope you all are enjoying this (quite 

warm and rainy) summer.  The Bull Run Civil 

War Round Table is in full swing.  During June 

and July, we have had two successful General 

Meetings; our Spring/Summer tour was held 

on June 25 (Jacksonôs 1862 Flank March, see 

page 12), and there were two local member-

ship/book sales opportunities ï one at Bristoe 

Station on June 18 and one at Ben Lomond on 

July 23 (see page 4). 

 A highlight of our June 9 meeting was 

giving our scholarship award to this yearôs Bull 

Run Civil War Round Table $2,000 Scholarship 

winner, Aaryan Karan Rawal.  Aaryn has just 

graduated from Westfield High School in 

Chantilly, VA. Aaryan will 

be attending Harvard this 

fall.  This yearôs Scholar-

ship Committee Chair, 

Charlie Balch, shown with 

Aaryn in photo (left), has 

resigned after 20 years 

on the Executive Com-

mittee (see story on page 

4).  Charlieôs replacement 

as chair of the Scholarship Committee is John 

Carter, who has been serving as a member of 

that committee.  

 Our speaker at the June 9 meeting was 

the same John Carter, who spoke on the Civil 

War defenses in and around Centreville during 

1861-62.  At the end of the talk, I was hon-

ored to thank John for his time and also thank 

him for taking on the responsibility of the 

Scholarship Program. As chair of the Scholar-

ship Committee, John has now replaced Char-

lie on the Executive Committee.  Welcome 

aboard, John! [A note: the Executive Commit-

tee recently voted to dedicate all proceeds 

from used book and T-shirt sales to the annu-

al Scholarship Fund.] 

 The speaker at our July 14 General 

Meeting was our friend and fellow member, 

Kevin Pawlak. Kevin spoke about the military 

movements and actions that 

preceded the final battle of 

the Second Manassas Cam-

paign.  Kevin, who works 

for the Prince William Coun-

ty Historic Preservation De-

partment, is now the site 

manager of both the Bristoe 

Battlefield and Ben Lomond 

Historic Sites.  Kevin has 

spoken to us once before, 

on September 12, 2019, with Rob Orrison, 

about the Antietam Campaign.  

 Please sign up for our annual picnic on 

September 18!  We are fortunate to have John 

Myers and Fred Eckstein taking up the man-

agement of the picnic after Jim Lewis passed 

this torch along.  Yes, it will still be at the Bull 

Run Winery and it will still have BBQ.  This 

year, however, it will be in a tent, so there 

does not have to be a rain date!  (The flyer for 

the picnic is on page 6.) 

 Also, please remember that the August 

General Meeting is on Tuesday, August 16, 

not on Thursday.  We had to move the date at 

the request of the Centreville Library.  We 

hope this one-time switch is not inconvenient.   

 We continue to keep Nadine Mironchuk 

in our thoughts and prayers as she recovers 

from surgery.   Newsletter Committee mem-

ber Don Richardson has stepped up to prepare 

this August Stone Wall for publication.  Our 

thanks to Don and our best wishes to Nadine 

for a speedy recovery.  

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ 5ŜōōƛŜ ²ƘƛǘŜƴǘƻƴ 
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BRISTOE and BEN LOMOND 
Events -- Great Opportunities for 

the BRCWRT 

By Mark Whitenton 

 At the June 18 Bristoe Historic Bat-
tlefield event, Stephanie Vale, Chair of the 
Marketing Committee, arranged for us to 
have a table with a fly in order to attract 
new members and sell used books.  She 
and Drew Pallo were able to enroll a new 
member and sell a phenomenal $214 in 
used books and one T-shirt.  

 Once again, Stephanie found an op-
portunity to promote the BRCWRT at an 
event at Ben Lomond Historic Site (on 
Sudley Manor Drive), again with the sup-
port of Kevin Pawlak, site manager for the 
Prince Willian County Office of Historic 
Preservation.  Despite the extreme heat 
that day (July 23), we were able to recruit 
four new members (two individual and two 
family) and sold over $55 in used books.  
What a great job by Stephanie and her 
team!  (See photo below, from the Ben 
Lomond site). 

[ŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ  5ǊŜǿ tŀƭƭƻΣ aŀǊƪ ²ƘƛǘŜƴǘƻƴΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ±ŀπ

ƭŜΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ ²ƘƛǘŜƴǘƻƴΣ aƛƪŜ .ǳŎƪƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƪŜ aȅŜǊǎΦ  

WƻƘƴ aȅŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ. 

Two Executive Committee 
Members Retire:  Thank You 

for Your Service! 

 Long-time Executive Committee 

members Charlie Balch and Brian 

McEnany have retired from their chair-

manships and left the Committee. They 

both will remain active members of the 

BRCWRT!  At the July Meeting they were 

honored with the traditional award for 

exemplary service, a crystal eagle on a 

square wooden pedestal. 

 
[ ǘƻ wΥ  .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎ9ƴŀƴȅΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ .ŀƭŎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ ²ƘƛǘŜƴπ

ǘƻƴΦ tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ 5ŜōōƛŜ ²ƘƛǘŜƴǘƻƴ 

 Charlieôs plaque: ñIn Appreciation 

of Your Service for 20 years on the Ex-

Com, serving as VP of  BRCWRT, Schol-

arship Chair, Fundraising and book 

sales, Bylaws Reform Chair, and numer-

ous other contributions."    

 Brianôs plaque: ñIn Appreciation of 

Your Service for 9 years on the ExCom, 

Chair of the Education Committee, co-

author of the 25th Anniversary book, and 

major contributions to preservation & 

scholarship efforts.ò 

 Their experience, energy and con-

tributions will be missed.  The ExCom 

approved, effective July 1, John Carter 

as Scholarship Chair and David Welker 

as Education Chair.  Congratulations to 

John and David; thank you for stepping 

up to serve the RT!  [We hope Charlie 

will continue to sell books!] 
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This Yearôs BRCWRT Picnic Is 
September 18 

By John Myers and Fred Eckstein 

 The BRCWRTôs annual picnic will be on 
Sunday, September 18!  As everyone has 
become accustomed, The Winery at Bull 
Run will host the event and The Bone will 
provide the food.  With respect to the COVID 
issue, the winery is abiding by State laws and 
there are currently no restrictions.  However, 
as a precaution, we would hope that everyone 
who is eligible will be fully vaccinated.  If not, 
we would appreciate you and/or members of 
your family wearing face masks. 

 As usual, weôd appreciate everyone 
bringing their own ñcomfortableò chairs, a 
hearty appetite, and a bit of taste for ñthe 
grape.ò  [Please do not bring your own bever-
ages]. There are two changes from past pic-
nics:  1) There is a very small increase in the 
cost of a ñguestò to $13.50 [all active BRCWRT 
members are entitled to attend the picnic for 
free]; and 2) We have been allowed to use a 
large tent (for no cost) by Jon Hickox, so this 
event will go forward rain or shine.  Details 
are provided in the flyer on page 6.   

 For those interested, there will be a free 
museum tour from 10:00 ï 11:00 am.  Alt-
hough food will be served between 12:00 and 
2:00, feel free to join us in the tent from 
11:00 on. 

 For those who are interested, please 
sign up via the link on BRCWRTôs website 
[brcwrt.org] and make your selection of a 
beef or pork platter.  This will assist us in ad-
vising The Bone of our requirements.  We 
look forward to seeing everyoneôs smiling fac-
es and resuming old acquaintances at this fun, 
annual event. 

The Bull Run Civil War Round 
Tableôs Newest Recruits and 

Rejoining Members! 

A grateful ñHuzzah!ò for all. 

Chris Troiano 

Christine Custode 

Anthony Russo 

David Thomas 

Dennis Pick 

Dan Lundeen 

Scott Moore 

Gary Burin 

Melinda Neese 

Joshua Hughes 

Ellie Rhodes (student) 

Jiawen Davis (student) 

Harry & Sonntag Family 

Calvin & Kerrianne Hentges 

Douglas McGregor  

DǊƻǳǇ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ нлмф ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ WŀƴŜǘ DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜ  

Smithsonian Lecture: Between 
Home and the Front 

 

Wednesday, September 
14, 2022 at 7:00 ï������������
pm Eastern 

Online (on ZOOM) and on 
the ground floor of the 
National Postal Museum 

 

 

Registration at:   

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/book-talk-
%E2%80%93-between-home-and-the-
front-civil-war-letters-of-the-walters-
family 


