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SPOTSYLVANI A TOUR
After Action Report

By Sam Laudensl ager
Photos by Sam Laudens!| ager unl ess not e

The Bull Run Civil War Round Tabl e originall"
vania battlefield for 2024 ,'"am@nicwearnscardye onMi thha
me n tB.u t spring hurricanes, -bfrodakoiwegd hheyatavanweg o rsd
mi ssion -sgl M@Ti alr heMHA.i el d tri p waos Arpersich edou2l5e d wt
bl ed our Round Table tour group to relive weat
those experienced at Spotsyl RAI'Nia during May, ]

We were fortunate to have Greg Mertz, retire
Chancel |l ®povislylwani a Nati onal Military PaGkegto

has previously | ed other BRCWRT visits to Freder

Greg began by describing ¢t
the opposing Union A(AQPDIf
d Confederate Army of Nort h
l I owi ng t he bl oody st al ema
sEach army had sustained sor
t 5
a

by
an
f o
ne a
al i(emeor e than 35,000 casual ti
t h t

t-d a3y conLest .Gen. Ul ysses
commanding the AOP plus the F
an independent 17,000 man rein
in from the Western theatre, <c

1. Moving back to Fredericksburg,
(modern Rt. 3) to regroup/resuppl

2. Attempt a turning movement to r
-Tel egr aph( nRbodaedr n Rdr. 1) ;

3.Confront Gen. Lee's ANV, wher ev
) Grant chose to "OPEN DOOR #3".
¢2dzNJ £ SFRSNJI DNB3I aSNIT Fd {LRdaet dryAl YINJ] SN
Convers@drny., Robert E. Lee had | ost his strate
conceal Mmest .tactical opti onst owemreacnaw gl itnoi twhat
mi ght do. Lee now hddctko "nmdte aogmlayd t o Ri chmond",
own main supply base at the critical rail junct
had | ost hisrabdtedabsdt Corps commander, Lt. Gen
ously wounded by "friendly fire®" in the Wil der
would now command ANV 1st Corps.
Spotsylvani a, i n 1864, consi sted of a few do
en buildingo®oma Comet Hous e, the coudartooan grak'ls @
tel, a tavewo, clawmmdcthherse e, counting Zion Meeting

away from the Court House but withi Brocad®ypasd

(cont on page
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from the W | derness met the Fredericksburg Road
Branch Church Road, Ol d Court House Road, Cat har
Roads al l converged just t o Atnlde swersac eo fb eStpwet esny | t
armies to this rural crossroads town was on.

{IFYF2NRU& {LRdGag22R 1 20Stx {LR{a
Mycn (KI @ 2RERIAXDSBWOS o0dzAf RAYy3I K

OQur guGrdeeg Mert z, noted that the FederAalosunact

7: 00 am, Mdyni ®nh Cavalry (3rd Division, AOP Cava
commandi ng) ent er edWiSlpsopamsyhadanbaen Gesdecd@Em@ant hs
the Western theatre, and was one of two Staff o
hi mThe other was Phil Sheridan. Nei ther would h:
May 78tthh .

Wi |l sontpsapen cavalry "division" was actually
(perhaps 500 men) when it | eft Cul peper for batt
to some 300 troopers and woul d farce \Wo frfeogridmesnt!l
tested Georgia infantry brigades, mar ching down
with Lee's Army of Northern Virginia.- INowWiolug ot

abandoned Spot syl vhainsi at rboyo preaorosn,ri di ngBhamsi de' £ s
Cor ps.

Phi l Sheri daiB'tsh May Mwals @Qroddreded ero cl ear the
AOP i nfantrySpmot ssyelawehni a by Brock Road, his Fed
by Conf e d&ernaetrea | Wil liam H.F. "Fi t ZT"h eL eUen'i so nc acvaav
pull ed back to Todd's Tavern crossroads (Brock
to i snoue ammunition. This turned into an wunpl a
Custecagsal rymen di smounted toThrsazenthern dewset
mammot h traffic jam when Ctolreps A@Mayg . Gen. Gouve
mar ching via Bmadck hRoa&dd,h Corps ( Maj . Gen. John
Furnace Road, both arrived at tTonekd'(ar@atunmedrll: PO
find the junction kayr&hdyi ddm'ggednooziuwmmgs atdrdol oepd
mountlst. would take'"alol refsoMaay This 5th Corps/ 6th
entangl ement .

(cont on page
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Al thowemerals Phil Sheridan amad Jvwaemrek pAErl fsornn

as nemwilyted commanders of Federal cavalry, Gen.

t he ANV 1stdelCovepsed "@Opeeiphng Act " at t he "Spo

housd&Ppon receiving Lee's ortdoewartde mdwe Croaipitd |Hyo

dered his Corps to move out t o -t4h eriorur Sp cathseyaldv aorfi

ul €n rout e, his cavalry scouts came upon an unf

sent his forces down that path, while having hi

critical robd wootdi sheal a full day' s march on
Then, upon arriving in t] ' ' -

ately set his troops to sdmtl a

| ow ridgehaki mseurrounds Spot§

Anderson's earthwork line wg ret

near |l y 6f rnoim etshe PmorRihveacgr o

Spindle farm cl earings, t he m e

Frederi c®sdburQourthoubke Re a ¢

known tahse " Mul e Shoe", becau

horse shoe. 't would al so p#® t o

nut thloe Union army to crack.:

.
HARRISON
HOUSE RUINS N

WARVL‘AN; : = SCALE

MONUMENT

adA § [ K28 &l ¢

General s Sedgwi ck and Warren sorted out t he
7'"and had their two ar my cBorropecsk nRoovai dntgth eornin ntghhet .  \
ren's 5th Corps was in the | ead, foll owed Thhy Se
Bl ue col umn woul d e mesigieelfdreodn rao atdr eient o t he Spi
around 8: 00 am, May 8t h.

Warren's 5th Corps was in column fTohlenart iloemgd n
me nt was Col . Peter Lyl e' s Massachusetts Bri ga
Roawhen the tree | i nSpienddeedWiaathnmthheei r ri ght whee
gade was already in |ine of battl e, and the blu
Confederates, ehbuemetcthedd | bn ri dge at the other s
fi eAfdter Lyl e's brigade stepped of f, Col . Andr e\
i n loifnemar ch, al so wheeled right tfhreo mSpBirnodclke Rfoia
hindyl e terrain heavily favored Anderson's C
vanced up a gentle wuphil-imils¢é oppenaciess af 3F4:
trenched defenders who were nearly hidden from
trencNebl ey after volley of musketry demoli shed

(cont on page
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The Laurel Hi | | battl eground i s directly acrc
the main entrance to the Spotsylvania National
Hi | | fight would unfold I|Iike a Bill Murray movi €
gade, diheinsi on after di vi si on | aunched pi eceme
trench Genne . SedgwittRorsps athiavedfternoon to | oil
6: 00 pm Sedgwick | aunched a gener ahd®Paeanasyll tvamy ah
serve di Busi drys .dusKk, this combined efforAt wiohié d
end of the day, Anderson's Confederates had rep
upon the ANV defenses. Some 1500 Federal svhilg
Confederate casualties numbered just 300.

{LAYR{-BF @NBE RI Aff Aa GKS GNBS tAyS i €8

Civil Wa r era parlance for being battle har
phant " . On the morning of May 9t h, Maj . Gen. Jo
edge of the Spindl eHifsi ebltdh tQoerep sl ilamaet.i lalren w e & a
ni gtstedgwi ck thought t hat the previous day's di
| ack of arti IHeerpyl asnunpepdo rtto. s ol we tpH atci mrgo lsleevm r al
teries near thtei § uttchh uCer pd | i ne (north of Brock
battle I ine (south side of Brock Road).

Meanwhi | e, overnight Confederate brigade c¢comj
by sending a picket l i ne Cionht o Jtolhen Bpiandloe fail eslod
"Pal metto SharpshobdiSems'h &farohiena& into the Bro
snipers, to bedevil 5th Corps soldiers from with

“"Uncle John" Sedgwi ck was known for hTki s" h:
morning was no exception, as he supervised the p
New York Artillery) near what i s ndwatti loen arhaiBetdr

(cont on page
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Par k. Sporadic rifle fire crackled throughout t|
er Gen. William Morri s, had been shot of f hi s ho
mor ni ngjot h Sedgwi c&fSst aClii,efMartin McMahon, and |
Hy de, warned him noAr dundg o8 :medaram, Gen. Gr ant r
st afGr.ant briefly conferred with Sedgwick, I nqui
after the previous days' fight; Sedgwick express
of f, but the activity WiotnhiedeUmiten altitreers i dmew Th
coming musketry soAors hmpitckpedcdgepd. of f a cannon bar:
to the ground, taking cover by the gun's carria
age hi1@®o to your place; they can't .hit an EIl epha

al2a® DSyod W2Ky {SR3IgA O] @ RSIHGK
Al though sniping continued all '"Adoourgd tbhee ab asto
what gui et day, whi ch both Lee BpdnGaant viusgdn

Spindl e Geaemal Lee's trained eye as a military
serious problem with his Laurel Hi | | def enses.
torchlight, without surveying tools, ThAli eangetshiétl
agiant bul g o h8 @heaer ds nwei de, 13060 ay a'rsdasl ideenetp’ i n
ern

u e
jargon, a "Mule Shoe" in South regi onal par |l a
e

Xp
t
t

ained that a salient (tyeattesi ncawars
e area tiot bseprdeecd desn dtelde S Race bet ween
prevents defendersandomdpdeii vesiwngr g

Greg

gt h of
. (3) i
i ncoming converging artillery fire. Sobleéede¢di:
all back position across the base of this Mul e

I
h

QL —~+ D0 —
o =~ @
—h n >

(cont on page
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Meanwhile, on the Federal <<1%CerpWi afrevedHand

to the Union | &ftth fCloampls, iwi thhe mi ddl e and Warr el
in front of Laurel $eddwiacsk ' rdiegdhetd todhl @ n k et shheu f g tl ke
Corps commarmBd, gwi tGen. Horatio Wright (Sedgwick'
sible suasessusmwm) Cor ps'Cod o mnEamodr.y Upt on, cC omma
121st New York, washraewardgdcommand of a 6th Cor

Col . Emory Upton, j ust 24 yearK Ny - Po
1861), was a rising star in th'®&. XK( /ﬁ - cor |
over whel med the Confteércce rSautnekse nalFoona: 3
the 2nd battle of Fredericksburg rsvi
and had selzed a heavily forbaftkbkdéd d dt
Remi ngton (2n Rappaharerfonak Steant.i d ‘
was gunned down, Upton had sei€Cthi a edg\
of StMafrft,i n Mc Mahon.

[ 2f2ySt 9Y2NE | LJ2yI ANt NE 2 |

Upton proposed trying a tactic that he had en

pahannock S8Seatriecnrommended attacking with a "col
mati on (instead of i nanad,"” |iimset eoafd boaft tdtet"acki ng
focus -@amtaldlri ve upon a specificlnwefatke pwo nitd pdy
a hos$®e nail through the Mule Shoe into the " ML

Mc Mahon not only approved Upton's pl
chai ncoaffmand through Dawipd oRUss e&lilvi si
perior), to Horatio Wright (-6Gem eCarl s
Meade and Grant, while Russel/l per son

ments to UptonAts 3b:rG0gapmm, this brigac
regi ment-m&®0@i vi si on) qgui etly mov e d
farmhouseThenre. march was hidden by wo

of the | ane. By 5: 00 pm, they were i
mati on 3 regiments wide amiddddlemr efgri amar
vi ew of Brig. Gen. George Dol e's Geo

1100 men) .
hdzNJ . w/ 2w¢ 3INRdzLJ KA1 SR (KS TvmyazYSzﬁ@ by
YENyJ & GKS &dFNby3a LRAYG 2F !L2yda | 01
Upton gave specific orders to his regimental
uni t was to do in their attack. Thet ifmteonacr3 srse
footbaldi Zeadkldl earing (weapons wunl oaded, no -chee
50 yards, hurdle the earthworks, Thedséagondeti aae
provide firepower. The third I ine would widen t6F

porRegi ments on the right would turn to the righ

(cont on page
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regi ments on the | eft, woul d Agwebe:p0 Ou pp nt, h eU ptt roenn ¢
Wi thin minutes, his first regi ments were in the
force had overwhel med 7 Confederate regi ments of
a breakthrough.

hKA2 FTYR bSg WSNBERSE Y2ydzySyida FNI Y

OQur gui de, Greg, noted that although he had
t heroblems created by aofsfaén®none aadaamnteadge: I n
make it possi ble to rush soldiers from one def e
ti omhe Mule Shoe was maAN¥dTobypsteel®ed by Lt. G
Ewel | |, who promptly dispatched el ementWptofn,5 nlon
i sol at ed, havi ng sustained S 0ome 1000 casual ti e
sigwi t hdrhew assault force at sundown.

This "near miss" prompted Grant to think abo
ton's drive been made with more strength, by a
gadé&rant was up early, pl anning a major effort
battle area appeared quiet on May 11t h, it was
ficers searching for any weaknksBes whi Iteh e Hac

2ndorps and Burnside's 9th Corps were marching
tacking at dawn on May 12t h.

Lee was aware of the activity behind the Uni

services of his cavalrymen. J. E. B. Stuart's <cav
same day at VYell ow TaveatrmamdeamwoRil dhrmend&.ildekd naq
better intelligenceoinecfl admeat itdwnna,s LEeieh her movi ng
Frederi cksnaukrignng oa turning movement via the road

Lee hoped to engage the Union army in the op:
det ai | as they marched bdek woal Br escderrdi dlledddh uGogr.A N
and A.P."'Abtpsstd block Grant's path, butSbeheaeece
ordered his artillery corps chief to remove 22 f

them to the Spotsyl vadmiea gruceasds ejdu nwrtoinan .
(cont on page
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At 4: 30 am, t threi odiA@ @ rrpes , 50 regi ment s, al mo
emerged from the morning fog, crashi ngHainrctoac kt b
troops hit the Mule Shoe, from broitdhhtsiidrest loé arte
those guns had Bgemw: Bl0a@aend. t he famed Stonewall E

By 6:30 am, Hancock's corps had pushed throu
and had al most reacmecrieoe’' § i mewbeing construct
sali Eonhfederate Gen. hadnsaGwedonhe day at Wil de
during Upton's prEvneuy m@mssaiGCy dbater di vi si on

tacked once again, pushing the Federals back tc
overrun. TheCnpesneRfort bogged down, literally
early morning drizzle was now steady rainfal/l a
i ng the afAnedr ntchoen.open fi el d which Hancock's men
a bog, hampering reinforcements and artill ery.

Greg Mertz | ed our Bull -Riulkeogirgo uNoP Sa |Bd nogo dtyh eA nz
The Trail foll ows the north face of the origina
back across the interior breastwork I|Iine that Cc
salient to seal the breach. Greg shared sever al
t hat occurred at t he Bl oody Angl e, the point w
breastwor ihi medsaewe battl e of <charge and counterct
tehand combat continued for 22 hours.

A mature White Oak tree stood near the Angl e
breastworkKagsbemeame a | andmar k f ocal poi nt for b o
at é€.Stumpy"” was felled by the musketrAy pcorrotsisofni r
Stumpy's trunk is now displayed .in the Smithsoni

{ GdzyLle aid2ysS
F2NBINRdzy R AY
bSé WSNESE Y2

{ GdzyL}E NBYYL!
dzy 2F ! YSN&
O{YAUGK&AZ2YAL

(cont on page
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After the MNMa&y hl2thlmhting, the situation al on
ul d stabilize, with the opposindifiorerdedrieruche
g at each other across the 200 yard wide Landi
uld be sniping, occasi onal skirmishes, and tw
rris Farm; but nothing approaching the savager
Al though Lee's army had held the trenches, !
t hern \ieregihnaida.| ost 3 of his 4 corps command
| ow Tavern, James Longstreet seriously wound
k to command), a division commander (" Al 1l egh
e Shoe), and 13 division commander s. Il n the
gades, the Maryland and " Stonewall "™ brigades
rs of wazr ,c apn nliohnes . ANV, 65,000 strong when it
3rd, now mustneerne d( 3453% 5d0a@sual ti es) . Wi thdraw
es along the North Anna river would al so co:c
tion
Grant ' s army was bl oodi Admypbudof nbhe bPat emac
, 500 caswualties at Spotsylvani a, i ncluding a
ndepl,us anothetr@8p80W&ho were casualties at th
avies are coming!"; reinforcemeat Washi B@dt, ®M Of

ons were already on their way.
Lee abandoned Spotsylvania on Meanwhiehengr oy

the Potomac had already disengagdtdirei rini tom
mynew objective was Hanover Junction, the cri:t
nes via the Virginia Cé&nttdelrigakdbtuhg Riachmomd s
Our Round Table trip did 4l A 5 S a-
nax ChHawewver , we sugmgyestvtvi - i
Spotsylvania NMP may want hi
mMassaponax Church is | oca o]
e National Battlefield, at E& 73 n o
nax Church Road 'i'fé'%,,
anges its name at Spotsylv'f ) v
chmond H{OBwaRt . 1) . Thi s o
ant's counci lhiosf Awamy wift ht h _
mmanders after the Spotsyl vg i s
eting was captured in 3 ic} t e
Ti mot hy OEluddgednand enhaf

these photos can be viewe™ T
splay within this historic

DSy ® DNIyid sAGK K 2YOSNA S Sk

Aa
CAY2GKE bpfjoN: NBF g

(cont on page
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SPOTSYLVANI A TOUR

Si xteen Round Tabl e members braved the mornir

vanbattlefield trails. This was an encouraging t
was involved with several ot her events that s al
Day, Manassalg;ee" Hiasyt" at Bl enheim historic site
Tattoo" fife & drums muster, also in Fairfax Cit

w/ 2we §2dzNI |
ISYYZ t2Y w2y

.dzO1tSex {ldzyRN} [/ 2EZX [/ KN

Y aAls$

-dRéyatl-aéNJz 5y [dzyRSSy > wA OK
{OdzAt f & 60G2dzNJ O22NRAY Il G2 ND
For further reading about the Battle of Spotsylyv

T TheStone Wahk 2024( piasgseuB6) s reading | i st of S
sources was published to accompany the postpon
fried' s BRCWRT meet iThge pMaepse nafatSpoont,syl vani a

3 W2KY

T A very detailed Spotsylvania bibliography i s
(pages-44542Jhe Battles for Spotsylvania Court H
TavefbSU Press, 1997).

The next Bul | Run Round Tabl e fSiepltld" tea i pi wiitl
Civil Wa r rel ated s-Oaks-&hnnt hHEi IVIIi ecammuni ty. Tt
wal ki ng tour wil/ be I ed by BRCWRT memPéesaséi mo

fell ow Round Tabl e members for what i s sure to b
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BRCWRT PRESENTATI ON®ATCRARRRROADS
By Sam Laudensl ager

BRCWRT members Jim Lewis andeBrigean MdcBma tyni lv
oL LI Hi story Club on a walking tour of the Farr

day, MayT h®t hrrarr' s Crossroads site iIis | ocated o
Fairfax City. GMU' s Osher Lifel-ObglojfLfeanm xad rnegdni It n
mi ARdour ses, guest |l ecturers and ot her events

zensat her t ha-mgeolsleaa®@bdib)s Hi stmomy hiCYhulonline m
feature hiastdomiuam®rs covering a wide range of hi

Jim and Brian shared the stortyodafy' Barnm'tser €e

Braddock Road (RGhai6tn20Br iwdigeh Road ( Rt . 123), ad
Fairfax cldahmpusneeting of Ox Road with the ol d Mo
junction since tMDarcobonihael Cerwal War |, it was

transportation hubarglhwodlkdf diyti fi cati ons whi ch
GMUgroundism Lewi s al so described the constructi o

BRCWRT and OLLI member Sam Laudensl|l ager and
Doug Snoeyenbose coordinated the field trip to t

al SECE

WAY g9 . NAIFY GFt1l G2 Da! 1 A&ad2NE / f dz
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clviL WAR TRAVELS WITH MS. REB

By Janet Greentree

Brigadier General [/ Brevet Major
Seymour |11, USA

Woul d you believe that Gener al Seymour has a

That man i s none other than our John Myers. Joh

mour but they surely |l ook alike. Check out the

nite | ikeness. Seymour woubd@al@éGmtbrs| passmomtsedap

certainly not as talll as-brahdedy eamgd. hhkeae vaa sy ofudl
ance.

Truman Seymour was born

t on, Chittenden Co. , Ver

tember 24, 1824 to Rev.

mo ur and Ann Armstrong.

of seven chil dren: Ann

Robert, Julia Zebi a, Ma r

3), William Henry, and (

tus. Hi s father was t he

Met hodi st Chur ch. Hi s gr

al so Tr uman Seymour , wt

Zabi ah Packar d!" grHeast |

grandf ather was Ri chard

born in 1604 in Sawbri dc

r Engl and. He was the first Seymour to
d, CT. Hi s occupation was a proprietor,
ai Street in Hartford. He was one of the
en as a townsman/selectman in 1655. He di
ou first attended Norwich University
hfield, Ver mont in 1840. He spent t wo
here and was then appointed to West
Point, gradfian iagcll1®&ss o-f 59. Thirty
seven of the graduates would participate in the
Civil Wa r i ncludibDarius UmMiasmh
Couch, Al fred Gi bbs, Charl es Champion Gilbert,
George Henry Gor don, John Gr ay Foster,
George B. Mc Cl el | an, James Oakes, l nni s New-
ton Pal mer, Jesse Lee Reno, George Stoneman,
Samuel Davis Sturgi s, and, of course Truman

Seymour . Confiddbédma tAedsa ms , Birkett Fry (di smissed
ademic deficiency in math but joined the Confederacy), William Montgomery Gardner,

(cont on page



