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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  ð  Vol. XXXII, Issue 10, OCTOBER 2025 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, October 9, 2025 

6 P.M. Social Hour 

7 P.M.    In-person at the    
Centreville Regional Library &   
Streamed on Facebook Live 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

Don Hakenson & Chuck Mauro 

TOPIC: 

ñStories of Col. Mosbyôs Com-
bat Operations in Northern 

Virginiaò 

AUTHOR/HISTORIANS DON 
HAKENSON & CHUCK MAURO  
SPEAK ON ñSTORIES OF COL. 
MOSBYôS COMBAT OPERATIONS 
IN NORTHERN VIRGINIAò AT 
THE OCTOBER 9th, 2025  GEN-
ERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

By Mark Trbovich 

We are fortunate to have two of our 
own Bull Run Civil War Round Table mem-
bers and acclaimed John Singleton Mosby 
authors speaking at the October 9th, 2025 
meeting. Col. Mosbyôs initial command ac-
tions began in Fairfax and Fauquier County 
VA, and they will be focused on his opera-
tions in the Northern Virginia region 
throughout the war. Weôre happy to have 
these two renowned Mosby authors and 
friends step up in place of Patrick Falci, 
who had personal issues compelling him to 
cancel. We will have him back in June 2026 
which is great news. 

Don Hakenson was born in Washing-
ton, DC, but lived practically his entire life 
in Fairfax County, VA. He is a Vietnam-era 
Air Force veteran and retired from the fed-
eral government in 2008 after 37 years of 
service as a civilian with the Department of 
the Army. Don has spent countless years 
researching the Civil War in Fairfax and 
Fauquier counties, especially regarding 
Colonel John S. Mosby and his rangers. For 
over two decades, Don has conducted Mos-
by and Fairfax County Civil War bus tours 
for the Stuart/Mosby Historical Society, the 
Franconia Museum and other Civil War or-
ganizations inside and outside of Virginia. 
Don served as a History Commissioner for 

Lee District in Fairfax County for over 
five years. 

He is also a founder and member 
of the board of directors for the Franco-
nia Museum and is a Civil War advisor 
for the Mosby Foundation in Warrenton, 
VA, as well as for the Friends of Laura 
Ratcliffe in Herndon, VA. Don was a 
member of the Sesquicentennial com-
mittees for Fairfax City and Fairfax 
County. With many prior award-winning 
books on Civil War history, he has pub-
lished four other books about Mosby 
and his men and co-authored the newly 
released A Tour Guide and History of 
Col. John S. Mosby's Operations in Fau-
quier County, Virginia. 

Chuck Mauro has also been deeply 
involved with Colonel Mosby and his 
men, having co-produced and directed 

(cont on page 4) 
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The Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
publishes the Stone Wall.  

Newsletter Team: Saundra Cox, Janet Green-
tree, Melissa Winn, Debbie and Mark Whitenton.  

For meeting dates and other information, please 
visit the Web site: http://bullruncwrt.org  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the November 2025 issue, e-mail articles by 
November 3rd to the editor, Don Richardson, at: 
don.richardson@erols.com 

ADVERTISEMENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the November 2025 issue, advertisers 
please see ñInstructions for Advertisersò at: 
http://bullruncwrt.org  

and e-mail ads by November 3rd to Don Rich-
ardson at: don.richardson@erols.com 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS                

October 9 Don Hakenson & Chuck Mau-

ro - ñStories of Col. Mosbyôs Combat Op-

erations in Northern Virginiaò 

November 20 Jari Villanueva - ñ24 Notes 

That Tap Deep Emotions: The Story of 

Americaôs Most Famous Bugle Callò 

December 11 Robert Dunkerly - ñThe 

Other Surrenders: Spring/Summer 1865ò 

January 8, 2026  Aaron Siever - ñBattle 

of Pickettôs Mill, Georgia, 1864ò 

February 12, 2026  William Connery - 

ñCivil War Northern Virginia, 1861ò 

March 12, 2026  Tim Duskin - ñThe Mexi-

can War: Training Ground For The Civil 

Warò 

April 9, 2026  Dr. Curt Fields - ñAn Even-

ing with Gen. U.S. Grantò 

May 14, 2026  Rich Condon - 

ñEmancipation in the Department of the 

Southò 
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THE PRESIDENTôS   
COLUMN 

By Melissa A. Winn 

  Photos: Janet Greentree 

    

 
Happy October! We have some fun 

stuff coming up for you! Iôm just back from 
our 9th Annual Picnic at The Winery at Bull 
Run, and Iôm fired up for our great pro-
gramming coming up. I have been inspired 
by the feedback from members who are ex-
cited about the energy in our group. 

The fabulous weather and Bar-B-Q 
were enjoyed by some 80 BRCWRT mem-
bers and guests. We gave away eight do-
nated Kunstler mugs as quiz prizes. We al-
so sold $510.00 worth of donated, framed 
Civil War prints and a nice statue 
(donated by Jim Lewis) for $25, all of which 
will be directed toward the Scholarship 
Fund. Finally, Anthony Trusso of the NPS 
gave us an entertaining talk about little 
known facts about the Manassas Battlefield 
Park. A collage of photos will be published 
in the November Stone Wall. 

The picnic has become one of the 
highlights of our year - a time not only to 
enjoy good food and fellowship but also to 
celebrate the friendships that bind our 
Round Table together. I really enjoyed see-
ing so many faces and catching up with and 
meeting members from far and wide. I am 
deeply grateful to all who organized and 
contributed to the event, and especially to 
BRCWRT Secretary Debbie Whitenton, who 
did yeomanôs work to organize and execute 
the event. Please take a moment to thank 
her for all she does to bring us together. 

With the picnic behind us, we now 
look ahead to an exciting slate of fall pro-
grams. I heard from many of you about re-
cent speakers and tours that you have en-
joyed. I am glad to hear that! We are really 

enjoying bringing you some new voices 
and innovative tour ideas. From battle-
field preservation updates to explorations 
of untold personal narratives, these pro-
grams promise to deepen our under-
standing and spark meaningful conversa-
tions. I encourage all members to attend, 
bring guests, and help us spread the 
word. These lectures and discussions are 
at the heart of what we do, and your 
presence helps make them a success. 

I look forward to seeing many of 
you at our fall programs. Until then, 
thank you for your support, your enthusi-
asm, and your commitment to history. 
Iôll end with the thought of one of our 
members who shared with me his enthu-
siasm about our group and said ñIôve 
found my people here.ò I couldnôt agree 
more! This is such a great group and I 
always leave any engagement with you 
all having learned something, having 
been stirred by a story or history, and 
feeling fulfilled. It encourages me so 
much to hear members echo that senti-
ment. Thank you all for extending your 
knowledge, expertise, passion, and espe-
cially your kindness and friendship to 
make this such a welcoming group! 

Canôt wait to see you in person (or 
online) at our October 9th membership 
meeting! Huzzah! 

 

hǳǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƎǳŜǎǘΣ .ƻō ½ŜƭƭŜǊΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻƴ ά5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέ 
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SUPPORT BRCWRT ACTIVITIES 

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
that relies on your donations to continue 
our excellent programs and initiatives 
throughout the year. There are many 
programs to donate to, including the 
BRCWRT Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
efforts, Civil War Trails sign preservation 
and maintenance, educational programs, 
and of course the General donation cate-
gory (which the Round Table uses as a 
fund to offset various expenses, to help 
keep our membership dues at a reasona-
ble rate). Please consider your Round Ta-
ble for tax-deductible donations every 
year. (We also accept donated Civil War 
prints to auction for the benefit of the 
Scholarship Fund.) We appreciate our 
members very much. 

There are a number of ways to 
make a donation. On the BRCWRT web-
site, click the link labelled ñRenew/
Donateò and select the link at the bottom 
of that page.  Alternatively, you can give 
a check to our Treasurer at a member-
ship meeting, or mail it to: BRCWRT 
Treasurer, PO Box 2147, Centreville VA 
20122. Make checks payable to 
BRCWRT, and be sure to note whether it 
is for the Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
Fund, or the General Fund. 

Finally, you can scan this QR code 
with the camera on your smartphone to 
make a donation. 

SPEAKER INTRODUCTION    

the documentary Mosbyôs Combat Opera-
tions in Fairfax County, VA. He has also 
published extensively on the Civil War, and 
received a lifetime achievement award ñFor 
his prolific body of work documenting the 
history of Fairfax County.ò Chuck was also 
a guest commentator on the ñSecrets of 
the Civil Warò episode on UnXplained with 
William Shatner on The History Channel. 
Chuck received the Nan Netherton Heritage 
Award for his historical research and writ-
ing of, and photography for, The Battle of 
Chantilly (Ox Hill), A Monumental Storm. 
Chuck has also co-written with Don A Tour 
Guide and History of Col. John S. Mosby's 
Operations in Fairfax County, Virginia. 

Chuck has won numerous prizes for 
his photography. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of Mar-
yland and a masterôs degree in Business 
Administration from Temple University. He 
is a manager at the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and lives with his wife, Nancy, 
in Herndon, Virginia. Chuck is a member 
and past president of the Herndon Histori-
cal Society and Manassas-Warrenton Cam-
era Club. In 2015, Don and Chuck were 
named ñNorthern Virginians of the Yearò by 
Northern Virginia Magazine. 

Come join us early at our October 9th 
Membership Meeting to chat with Don and 
Chuck and your colleagues before the 
meeting begins.  Doors open at 6:00 PM; 
hope to see you there. 

The Bull Run Civil War 
Round Table Welcomes 

New Members 

Robert Kerchner 

Joe Zeppetello 
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 .ǳƭƭ wǳƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ 
 
 
 
 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ нлнр-нлнс tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Date   Event           ____ 

October 9, 2025 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Don Hakenson & Chuck Mauro ñStories of Col. Mosbyôs 

   Combat Operations in Northern Virginiaò       

November 8, 2025 Fall Tour: ñHistorical Goose Creekò 

   Tour leaders Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany (rain date November 15th)   

November 20, 2025 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Jari Villanueva - ñ24 Notes That Tap Deep Emotions: 

   The Story of Americaôs Most Famous Bugle Callò      

December 11, 2025 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Robert Dunkerly - ñThe Other Surrenders: 

   Spring/Summer 1865ò         

January 8, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Aaron Siever ñBattle of Pickettôs Mill, Georgia, 1864ò 

February 12, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: William Connery ñCivil War Northern Virginia 1861ò 

March 12, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Tim Duskin - ñThe Mexican War: Training Ground 

   For The Civil Warò          

March 21, 2026 Spring Tour 1: ñWolf Run Shoals - The Best Kept Secret in Fairfax Countyò 

   Tour leaders Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany (rain date April 4th)    

April 9, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Dr. Curt Fields ñAn Evening with Gen. U. S. Grantò    

May 14, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Rich Condon - ñEmancipation in the Department of  

   The Southò           

June 13, 2026  Spring Tour 2: ñHarperôs Ferry: Bolivar Heights Battleground & Kennedy Farmò 

   Tour leader Kevin Pawlak (rain date June 20 th)      

June 18, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Patrick Falci - ñ30th Anniversary of the Making of the 

   Gettysburg Movieò          

July 9, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Scott Mingus - ñHuman Interest Stories from the 

   Gettysburg Campaignò         

August 13, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Frank OôReilly - ñLast Days of Stonewall Jacksonò___    

September 10, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bill Backus - ñOpening Manassas: The Iron Brigade, 

   Stonewall Jackson, and the Battle of Brawner Farm, 28 August 1862ò   

 October 8, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bryan Cheeseboro - ñThe Early Days of the Civil War 

   Defenses of Washington, from Fort Sumter to 1st Bull Runò    

October 17, 2026 Fall Tour: ñCivil War Alexandria and Fort Wardò 

   Tour leaders Don Hakenson and Chuck Mauro  (rain or shine)    

November 19, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Lisa Samia - ñNameless and Faceless of Manassas 

   And Gettysburgò          

Monthly Meetings in ñBlackò     Tours/Field Trips & Special RT Events in ñRedò      County or outside sponsored events in ñGreenò 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL OFFICER ELECTIONS 

Under our Bylaws, our President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer  are 
elected for one-year terms commencing on January 1st each year and terminating at 
the end of December. During our October General Membership meeting, nominations 
for these positions are opened. Nominations are closed and the names of the mem-
bers running for office are announced during our November General Membership 
meeting. The officer election is then conducted during our December General Mem-
bership meeting. Any member in good standing is eligible to run for one of these offic-
es or to nominate another member in good standing with his or her consent. 

If you are interested in throwing your hat in the ring or in nominating another 
member for one of these offices, you can do so during our October 9, 2025, General 
Membership meeting.  Alternatively, you can express your interest in running for of-
fice or in nominating another member by notifying the undersigned prior to the clo-
sure of nominations at jeffreyjoyce@sprintmail.com or by telephone (703) 862-6417 
(mobile).   

Respectfully, 

Jeff Joyce, Nominating Committee Chair 

 

 

************************************************* 

 

CHANGE TO NOVEMBER TOUR SCHEDULE 

The BRCWRT Fall Tour scheduled for Saturday, November 1st, to Grant Hall at 
Fort McNair, Washington DC is CANCELLED. Grant Hall is the site of the courtroom 
where the Lincoln assassination conspiracy trial took place. However, it is located on 
an active military base. While access to this post was limited previously, the recent 
Presidential mobilization of National Guard units has further complicated base access 
procedures,  paperwork, and timetables. 

In place of a visit to Grant Hall, the BRCWRT has scheduled a walking tour for 
the following Saturday, November 8th. (Rain Date: Nov. 15th). This tour traces the 
Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Canal to the site where the Union Army of the 
Potomac crossed the Potomac River (June 1863) enroute to Gettysburg. This field trip 
is to a location that our Round Table has not visited previously, guided by BRCWRT 
members Jim Lewis & Brian McEnany. More details on page 8 of this edition of  the 
Stone Wall. 
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A BRCWRT Walking Tour  

Goose Creek & Little River Nav. Co. Canal 

(+) AOPôs Crossing of the Potomac, June 1863 

Saturday, Nov. 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject matter:  Walk amongst c. 1850s traces of the ill-fated Goose Creek & 

Little River Navigation Co.ôs canal, an effort to render 20 miles of Goose Creek 

navigable to the Potomac River.  View the associated stone ruins of the village 

of Elizabeth Mills, its mill, bridge and abutments. Finally, immerse yourself 

where the Unionôs Army of the Potomac made its arduous crossing of a swol-

len and swift-currented Potomac River late-June 1863, in an attempt to catch up 

with the Army of Northern Virginia. 

Three Primary Sites: (1) The deserted village of Elizabeth Mills, its mill and 

road / bridge abutments, (2) remnants of a magnificent stone lock, and (3) Ed-

wardôs Ferry (where the AOP crossed the river) 

Tour Guides:  Jim Lewis (BRCWRT contact) & Brian McEnany 

Jim Lewis ï antietam1862@verizon.net / 703 593-2956 

Assembly Time/Location:  9:00 AM / óRiverpoint Dr. Trailheadô in Lansdowne 

(43942 Riverpoint Dr., Leesburg, VA 20176) 

Tour Start Time/Duration:  9:30 AM / Approx. 2İ Hrs. 

Lunch:  12:00 PM (TôKila Mexican Kitchen & Bar) - Individual tabs 

Physical Requirements:  2-mi. total over forest trails interdicted by several ra-

vines.  Not recommended for those who are mobility challenged.  Recommend 

hiking attire and walking stick. 

The tour is FREE!  If interested in attending, please sign up via BRCWRTôs web-
site or at the October BRCWRT Membership meeting. 

mailto:antietam1862@verizon.net
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VIENNA-OAKTON CIVIL WAR TOUR 
After Action Review 

By Brian McEnany and Jim Lewis 

On September 6, 2025, the Bull Run Civil War Round Table tour of Vienna and 
Oakton was conducted. Twenty-one members of the Round Table met the Tour guides 
- Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany ï at the Freeman Store on Church Street in Vienna VA 
at 0830 hours. 

Freeman Store 

Jim introduced the tour, the stops, and the need to 
consolidate cars for the tour members as they stood at 
the front porch of the Freeman Store & Museum (aka 
ñLydeckerôsò during the CW years). Jim spoke extensive-
ly about the evolution of the little village, from the be-
ginning when it was known as ñAyr Hillò c. 1767, through 
its name change to ñViennaò in 1862. Importantly, there 
was a great migration from the northeast to Vienna in 
the 1840s and 50s. This proved impactful, as Vienna was 
one of only three precincts in Fairfax County that voted 
against secession on May 23, 1861. 

Ironically, just three weeks later on June 17, the locally-acclaimed ñBattle of Vi-
ennaò took place. Jim led the tour group across Church Street to where the South Car-

olina artillery unit set up their guns and wreaked havoc 
on some 1st Ohioans, who were riding on several flatbed 
cars the Union had commandeered from the Alexandria, 
Leesburg, & Hampshire RR. Eight Ohioans were killed 
and four wounded. The cannon fire, directed at the ra-
vine approaching todayôs community center, was later 
described as ñlike shooting fish in a barrel.ò  This action 
has been described as ñthe first battle in military history 
when a train was ódirectlyô involved.ò Finally, Jim la-
mented about the hardships the locals endured during 
the war years. 

 

Brian then focused on identification of the military units and why they were pre-
sent in the town. He covered the creation of multiple early warning lines and the men 
who commanded the units and the unit locations during the war in Vienna and Oakton.  
The reason for the encampments in Vienna was tied to the need to man four early 
warning lines in order to provide information about any Confederate advance toward 
Washington. 

Brian also provided information about Col. Charles Lowell, commanding the bri-
gade on Ayr Hill, which included the 2nd MA and 13th NY Cavalry Regiments. Vienna 
was chosen  as the brigadeôs  headquarters, as it was deemed  a strategic position as  

(cont on page 10) 

WƛƳ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ 
ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ {ǘƻǊŜ 

WƛƳ ǇƻƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
мǎǘ {Φ/Φ LƴŦΦ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝǳƴǎ 
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VIENNA-OAKTON CIVIL WAR TOUR 

a railhead, providing supplies to the various early warning lines. Daily clashes between 
the brigade and Mosby and his Rangers would see an arduous year of victories and de-
feats, but never Mosbyôs outright demise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During a lull in the action, Lowell would take leave for a very 
short time to marry his sweetheart, Josephine óEffieô Shaw. After-
wards, she accompanied him back to Vienna and helped nurse the 
sick and wounded. She and Charles would occupy the Josiah Bowman 
House on Ayr Hill. The 2nd MA Cav senior officers slept upstairs at 
ñLydeckerôsò and bedded their horses in the basement. Word had it 
that they were concerned about Mosby and/or his Rangers abscond-
ing with their horses. 

Of note, Effieôs brother was the now renowned Col. Robert 
Gould Shaw, who commanded the all-black 54th MA Inf. Regt, which 
was obliterated at Fort Wagner, S.C., just two weeks after the Battle 
of Gettysburg. 

Jim brought closure to the brigade encampment by referenc-
ing it as having a serious desertion issue. Lowell even con-
sidered their duty as ñinglorious warfare.ò Hence, when one 
of his troopers deserted on Jan. 24, 1864 and also led an at-
tack against the brigade, Lowell decided to demonstrate 
clear consequences for those so-inclined in the future. Pvt. 
William E. Ormsby was summarily convicted, shot and buried 
in front of the brigade on Feb. 7. After the war, the govern-
ment sent contractors to known Union encampments to dig 
up burial sites and reinter the bodies in Washington National 
Cemetery. And there today, Ormsby, both a deserter and 
traitor, still resides. 

 

(cont on page 11) 

.Ǌƛŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ {ǘƻǊŜ 
¦ƴƛƻƴ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ !ȅǊ Iƛƭƭ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŶŜΩǎ 
²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

tǾǘΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 9Φ hǊƳǎōȅΩǎ 
ƎǊŀǾŜΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ bŀǘΩƭ /ŜƳπ

ŜǘŜǊȅ 
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VIENNA-OAKTON CIVIL WAR TOUR 

Windover Heights 

At our next stop, Brian introduced the group to the rarely known and seen camp 
site of the 16th NY Cavalry Regiment on the Windover Heights Historic District ridge-
line.  He asked them to imagine the trees, shrubbery, and streets gone, and then to 
imagine how big the camp might have been. Then-
current tactical manuals stated that a cavalry regiment 
occupied close to 24 acres to house and protect 850 to 
100 troopers and 1,200 horses. The camp had to provide 
sufficient space to set up rows of tents and winterize 
them to protect the troopers. It needed to build wooden 
stables to protect the horses. The camp was completely 
enclosed (stockaded) with a wooden fence cut from local 
sources. He mentioned that an acre was close to the size 
of a football field and they needed to imagine how 10 to 
12 football fields might have looked on the ridgeline they 
stood on. 

Local histories stated that a fort, or a one-story log building, now 
believed to be a blockhouse, was situated along the lower fence 
line of the aforementioned McMansion for some time after the 
war. Nothing remains today. 

The camp commander of the 16th New York Cavalry was Col. 
Henry Lazelle. He was a West Pointer (Class of 1855) who was 
assigned to Texas (8th US Inf) after graduation. Upon Texas se-
cession, his unit was paroled, required to leave all equipment in 
place, and proceed to the sea coasts to catch a ship to NYC. 
Lazelle became a staff officer and began to pursue a volunteer 
command. After shifting to Washington, he became successful as 
the command of the 16 NY was his.  At the same time, he met 
and fell in love with Alice Gooding Hollingsworth, who he married 
in January 1864. She joined him in the camp on Windover 
Heights for a period of time. 

Col. Lowell commanded the brigade until August 1864 when he 
and his regiment were reassigned to Gen. Sheridanôs Army of the 
Shenandoah. He was admired for his leadership, but after having 

13 horses shot out from under him, he was killed at the Battle of Cedar Creek. Col. 
Lazelle became the commander of the brigade after Lowellôs reassignment. The reduc-
tion in early warning units caused him to move the brigade to the Falls Church area 
and he ordered it to man a much-reduced early warning line from Lewinsville to Falls 
Church to Annandale. Two months later, Lazelle resigned his command and returned 
to the Union army. Col. Henry Gansevoort, 13th New York Cavalry, the only remaining 
unit, became the commander of the brigade. In November, a new commander, Col. 
William Gamble, added units to the brigade and directed it to provide warning along 
Chain Bridge Road,  he made  his HQ at Fairfax CH  until the  end of the war.  The last 

(cont on page 12) 

¢ƘŜ άCƻǊǘέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ aŎaŀƴǎƛƻƴ 

5ŜǇƛŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƻǊǘέ 

/ƻƭΦ IŜƴǊȅ [ŀȊŜƭƭŜ 
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VIENNA-OAKTON CIVIL WAR TOUR 

early warning line ran along Chain Bridge Rd. and extended along the railroad line to 
Alexandria until the end of the war. 

Jim then provided additional insight about activities on the 
Heights after the war.  Capt. Harmon L. Salsbury, who commanded 
the all-black USCT 26th Regiment, Co. D during the war, migrated 
from NY and bought 250 acres here to establish a dairy farm/
orchard. He welcomed his old troops to settle and work on his prop-
erty and offered them very favorable terms to buy lots. This was the 
genesis of the first black community in Vienna and two black ceme-
teries attest to his fond relationship with his men. 

While driving to the next stop, the tour group watched out for 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church/School, as this was the location 
where the 1st S.C. heard the whistle of an approaching train, instigat-
ing their prompt return to Vienna, resulting in the ñBattle of Vienna.ò 

Oakton Church of the Brethren / Flint Hill Cemetery 

This stop was full of historical riches and ironies as Jim detailed the Oakton 
Church of the Brethren trek from the Shenandoah Valley in the late 1800s, when they 
were offered this land on which to build a church. Ironically, the denomination is 
known as a ñpeace church,ò i.e., very pacifistic. Knowing this land sat squarely on a 
previous military installation (Confederate c. 1861) and conflicted with their religious 
views, they debated mightily about the opportunity on Christmas Eve 1902. Eventual-
ly, they opted to move forward by ñdoing the Lordôs work by turning something unde-

sirable into good.ò It would be ñan outpost of their little 
Kingdom of Peace.ò 

Jim then turned his attention to historic Flint Hill Ceme-
tery where local lore dates back to 1832. Twenty-six 
Civil War veterans are interred here, including four Mos-
by Rangers, all documented on a Civil War Trails histor-
ic marker. In addition, 165+ military veterans are in-
terred here. This cemetery is also the resting place for a 
veritable ñwhoôs whoò of notable locals, including 7 Vi-
enna mayors. 

Finally, Jim crystalized the hardships the locals had 
to endure during the war years via the Sutton family story. 
They were Quakers, who had migrated from NY and had to 
leave the area twice in fear for their safety. Their house 
was burned down and Charles, the father, was taken to jail 
by Mosbyôs Rangers due to his ñloyaltyò to the Union. 

Before traveling to our next stop, Brian advised eve-
ryone to keep an eye out for the location where Fort Libby 
(stockade) used to be in Flint Hill. It was enclosed with 7-
foot walls and several wooden buildings. Lt. Libby from the 

(cont on page 13) 

/ŀǇǘΦ IŀǊƳƻƴ [Φ 

{ŀƭǎōǳǊȅ 

CǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘΩǎ ΨƛƴǘŀŎǘΩ 9ŀǊǘƘǿƻǊƪǎ 

WƛƳ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ Cƭƛƴǘ Iƛƭƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
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5th PA Heavy Artillery commanded the operation. Ironically, 
for all of the hardships the Suttons had to endure during 
the war years, their youngest daughter, Addie, met and fell 
in love with Lt. Libby. They would eventually marry. The re-
mains of Fort Libby could still be seen for several years af-
ter the war. 

 

Miller Heights 

Here, Jim pointed out the route that Confederate 
Cavalry commander J.E.B. Stuart, riding with Gen. Fitz-
hugh Leeôs brigade, took in an attempt to flank Union Gen. 
Popeôs retreating army late in the Battle of Ox Hill/
Chantilly. Ascending a ridge, they were confronted by sev-
eral small detachments of the Unionôs II Corps that had 
only recently been deployed on todayôs Oakton Road to 
cover Popeôs retreat. The encounter was fairly short, but 
caused Stuart to withdraw and encamp near Germantown. 

Fort Flint 

Near the westbound access road to I-66 off of Chain Bridge Road, Brian gave a 
short history of what was known about a 3rd fort in Flint Hill. It was not known who 
originally built the fort (really, redoubt) as both Confederate and Union forces occu-
pied the area in the early part of the war. However, it was most likely manned by 
small Union cavalry or infantry attachments assigned to the 4th early warning line (late 
1864). 

Its destruction came about when the state decided 
to construct I-66 and the property was condemned.  
Brian referenced a 1960 newspaper article in the 
Washington Evening Star that contained a photo of 
the fort in the front yard of the Cockerham family 
farm. He used the Fairfax Countyôs historic aerial 
photo database (1953 view) to clearly show the cir-
cular fortification. Additional research, including a 
2024 aerial and assorted other documentation, ena-
bled Brian to pinpoint the fortôs location as being on 
the raised concrete partition in between lanes of to-
dayôs Chain Bridge Road. 

Mosbyôs Tree 

At our final tour stop, Jim explained why local historians refer to this enormous 
white oak tree as the ñMosby Oak.ò  This is where an encounter supposedly took place 
between Mosby and Alexander Haight, the owner/operator of Little Sully during 2nd 
Manassas/Bull Run. Like Charles Sutton, Haight was known to provide intel to Union 

(cont on page 14) 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ϧ tƘƻŜōŜ {ǳǧƻƴ 
ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ 

!ǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ hŀƪǘƻƴ wŘΦ 

CǘΦ Cƭƛƴǘ ό²ŀǎƘΦ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀǊ ммκолκмфслύ 



BRCWRT ð Vol. XXXII, Issue 10, OCTOBER 2025 Page   14 

  

 

VIENNA-OAKTON CIVIL WAR TOUR 

sources and Mosby had been after him for some time. In any 
event, Haight was able to escape capture.  Additional lore 
has it that this is also where local Mosby Rangers used to 
gather to receive their upcoming local missions. Of note, this 
tree (250-300 yrs. old) is the last to remain of an oak grove 
that contributed to the immediate areaôs name change to 
Oakton in 1883, qualifying it as a Witness tree. Over the 
years, numerous efforts have been made to protect and pre-
serve the tree, including an acclaimed arborist who chained 
himself to the tree during an effort by Fairfax County and 
VDOT to widen Hunter Mill Rd. 

After all was said and done, the tour guides received 
many plaudits and apparently, a good time was had by all. 
At this point, most everyone went to Famous Daveôs BBQ for 
lunch and continued fellowship. 

Photos for this article are courtesy of Jim Lewis, Blake Myers, Anne Stuntz, and 
the Library of Congress. 

 

**************************************************** 

WƛƳ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άaƻǎōȅ hŀƪέ 
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Greetings BRCWRT Members and Friends - 
This edition of Preservation Corner provides 
updates on the proposed Wilderness Crossing 
development.    

 

 

 

Wilderness Crossing Development 

Readers, think back to 2023. You may recall in May 2023 the American Battle-
field Trust (ABT), along with the Central Virginia Battlefields Trust, Friends of Wilder-
ness Battlefield and nearby homeowners filed a lawsuit challenging Orange County, 
Virginiaôs approval of the rezoning of 2,168-acres of land for the proposed Wilderness 
Crossing development, directly adjacent to the Wilderness National Battlefield Park. 

This rezoning, the largest in Orange County history, was approved by the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors despite overwhelming public and historic preservation op-
position. The rezoned area directly abuts battlefield land on which the May 5-7, 1864, 
Battle of the Wilderness was fought, marking the beginning of what became known as 
the Overland Campaign. The area includes hundreds of acres within the Battlefield 
Study Area, an area representing the historic extent of the Battle of the Wilderness as 
it unfolded across the landscape, including where soldiers maneuvered and deployed, 
as well as several historic and archaeological resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ό/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ .ŀǧƭŜŬŜƭŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘύ 

(cont on page 16) 
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The approved rezoning, if allowed to stand, could result in up to 5,000 new resi-
dential units, and more than 800 acres of commercial and industrial development, with 
as much as 750 acres devoted to data centers and distribution warehouses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ό/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ .ŀǧƭŜŬŜƭŘ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴύ 

The lawsuit, filed in Orange County Circuit Court, identified a host of substantive 
and procedural flaws with the development project and the Countyôs rezoning approv-
al: 

¶ Board members entered into non-disclosure agreements with unidentified interests, the 
parties and terms of which have not been revealed; 

¶ The rezoning voted on by the Board of Supervisors differed significantly from what was 
discussed and advanced by the Planning Commission; 

¶ Major changes, including the lifting of a cap on the amount of square footage proffered 
for data center and warehouse distribution development ð previously limited to 5 mil-
lion square feet ð were submitted during the hearing preceding the Boardôs vote; 

¶ Freedom of information shortcomings, including lack of proper notice of Board meetings 
and refusal to disclose materials bearing on the rezoning, even to the Planning Commis-
sion, were among the many legal flaws in the rezoning approval process. 

The lawsuit also identifies failures to provide sufficient analysis on a host of is-
sues, ranging from noise pollution to water quality degradation ð a critical oversight, 
given the known mercury contamination caused by 19th-century mining practices on 
this site ð to traffic impact. At full build-out, the project would likely add at least 
60,000  vehicle trips  per day  to the already  congested roadways  in the  Wilderness  

όcont on page 17) 
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Gateway area. The plan also advances a long-envisioned realignment of the Route 3 
and Route 20 interchange at the border with Spotsylvania County, which would have 
still further detrimental impacts on the Wilderness Battlefield, including core lands 
owned by the American Battlefield Trust and other conservation organizations, as well 
as on the adjacent Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park. 

The direct adverse impacts of this development project on the existing rural 
open space and on the historic Wilderness Battlefield and the Route 3 Corridor would 
be substantial, as would be the increased demand for water (for consumption, cooling, 
sewer and storm water management) and for energy/electric power for the develop-
mentôs envisioned residential, commercial and industrial components. Directly threat-
ened areas include the historic Route 3 Corridor, the Wilderness Battlefield, the Rap-
pahannock River watershed, and wildlife habitats throughout this rural area. ñTo ap-
prove a project of this scale and magnitude without conducting analysis of the impacts 
to the hundreds of surrounding acres of protected historic landscape is unacceptable, 
as was the Countyôs complete lack of response to repeated requests by the preserva-
tion community and the National Park Service to meet and discuss our concerns,ò said 
ABT President David Duncan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ {ǇƻǘǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ hǊŀƴƎŜ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎΣ ±ŀΦ 
ό/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ .ǳŘŘȅ {ŜŎƻǊύ 

In an initial hearing on Friday, March 21, 2025, Orange County Circuit Court 
Judge David B. Franz®n heard arguments on a motion filed by Orange County, its 
Board of Supervisors, and the owners of the Wilderness Crossing site to dismiss the 
lawsuit.  Judge Franz®n chose not to rule from the bench, but to contemplate further 
and to issue his verdict at a later date. Judge Franz®n did rule in the plaintiffsô favor 
on the matter of two amicus curiae briefs filed by the National Parks Conservation As-
sociation, National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Coalition to Protect Ameri-
caôs National Parks, as well as the  Piedmont Environmental Council,  in support of the 

όcont on page 18) 
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lawsuit. These ñfriend of the courtò briefs emphasized the conservation efforts under-
taken to preserve the Wilderness Battlefield and the irreparable harm the Wilderness 
Crossing development would have on the Wilderness Battlefield Unit of the Fredericks-
burg and Spotsylvania National Battlefield Park. Both briefs were admitted into the 
caseôs official record. 

In a 17-page letter opinion issued on September 16, 2025, Judge Franz®n re-
jected attempts by Orange County and the developers of the Wilderness Crossing pro-
ject to dismiss the case. Of the seven counts filed by ABT and its co-plaintiffs, the 
judge dismissed three but allowed four to proceed. The remaining counts challenge 
the rezoning as having been approved in violation of Virginia law governing rezoning 
processes, public hearings and the equal taxation of land. Stay tuned for future up-
dates as the case proceeds. 

Thank you for your continued interest in, and support of, Civil War historic 
preservation in general and in BRCWRTôs preservation projects, actions, and activities. 

Blake Myers, BRCWRT Preservation Committee 

 

*************************************************** 

BRCWRT 9th ANNUAL PICNIC 

September 28th, 2025 at The Winery At Bull Run 
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CIVIL WAR TRAVELS WITH MS. REBELLE 

By Janet Greentree 

 

Brigadier General Abner Monroe Perrin III, CSA 

 

Gen. Abner Monroe Perrin, III was in the Confederate 
Army along with some of my other generals who were in the 
battle of Gettysburg on the first day. His commanding gen-
eral William Dorsey Pender was wounded at Gettysburg and 
died on July 18th. Henry Hethôs story was just recently 
done. All these men were under General A.P. Hill. Then 
there is Union Gen. Herman Haupt who fought at the same 
place on July 1, 1863. At the time Perrin was a Colonel with 
the 14th South Carolina Infantry. More of the story of Get-
tysburg will come later. 

Abner Monroe Perrin, III was born on February 2, 1827 in the Edgefield District 
of South Carolina to Abner Monroe Perrin, II and Mary Carson Patterson. He was the 
4th of ten children. Nine of the children were boys with one girl, Margaret Carlson Per-
rin. The boys were:  Josiah Patterson, Dr. Robert Oliver, William Alexander, Telema-
chus Ulysses, Napoleon Patterson, James Henry, and Arthur Lewis. There was also a 
deceased daughter Sallie who was born in the same year as Napoleon Patterson. She 
may have been a twin to Napoleon and died at childbirth or shortly thereafter. Perrinôs 
great-grandfather was Abner Monroe Perrin, a quartermaster for the South Carolina 
Militia in the Revolutionary War. 

Five of his brothers fought in the Civil War: Col/Dr. Robert Oliver commanded 
the  11th Cavalry Regiment of Mississippi; William Alexander was Sergeant Major, Co. 
C, Jeff Davis Legion Regiment, Mississippi Cavalry, J.E.B. Stuartôs Division; Telema-
chus Ulysses was a Captain in the 11th Caval-
ry Regiment, Co. A, Mississippi. His brother 
Napoleon (Poley) Patterson was a Sergeant in 
Co. C, Davis Legion, Mississippi; James Henry  
was a Corporal in Co. C, Jeff Davis Legion 
Regiment. James Henry died of wounds while 
in action on July 9, 1863 in Boonsboro, MD. 
Most likely he was with the wagon train on 
the way to Virginia from Gettysburg. It is in-
teresting that all of Abnerôs brothers fought in 
Mississippi regiments.  

                                                                  5ǊΦ wƻōŜǊǘ tŜǊǊƛƴ                bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴ tŜǊǊƛƴ 

(cont on page 20) 
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Perrin was educated at Bethany Academy in South Carolina.  After graduation, at 
age 19, he signed up for the Mexican War and joined the 12th United States Infantry. 
He left for Vera Cruz on October 19, 1847 from Charleston, SC. On December 3rd he 
became a 1st Lieutenant in Company A. The regimental adjutant, brevet second lieuten-
ant of the 12th United States Infantry, was future Union General Winfield Scott Han-
cock. Perrin was promoted to captain in 1847, and he mustered out in July, 1848. 

When he came home to South Carolina, he courted Emmala ñEmilyò Butler. They 
married on November 25, 1851 in Edgewood, SC. They had two living children, Pierce 
and  Robert. Their daughter Julia died at age 15 months. Emily was the daughter of 
Colonel Pierce Mason Butler, commander of the Palmetto Regiment, which had served 
alongside Perrin in the Mexican War. Butler died on August 20, 1857 at the battle of 
Churubusco. Her oldest sister was named Behethland Pawnee. Her brother Edward Jul-
ian died at Malvern Hill. Her brother William Loudon died at Chickamauga. Her father 
also served as Governor of South Carolina from 1836-1838. He was in the Seminole 
War, Lt. Col. of the South Carolina Militia, and a U.S. Indian Agent in Fort Gibson, Okla-
homa. Her grandfather Major General William Butler  was born in Prince William Co., 
VA; his family moved to South Carolina when he was a child. He served in the Revolu-
tionary War, was a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives from 1787-
1795, a major general of the South Carolina State Militia, and served in the War of 
1812. Her great-grandfather Capt. James Mason Butler, Sr., was also born in Prince 
William Co., VA, and served in the Revolution-
ary War. During the war he spent 18 months 
as a prisoner of the Redcoats in Charleston, 
SC.  On November 17, 1781, Butler along with 
30 of his men were massacred by Bloody Bill 
Cunninghamôs Tories who had 300 men at the 
Battle of Cloudôs Creek, SC. Many Butler gener-
ations had come to the U.S., but the original 
family immigrated to the U.S. from England in 
the 1600s. I must say Emilyôs family was quite 
interesting. 

                                                                                                                                   tƛŜǊŎŜ .ǳǘƭŜǊ                       ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǳǘƭŜǊ 

When Perrin came home from the Mexican War, he studied the law and became 
an attorney in 1854 in Edgefield, SC. His partner was George W. Landrum. They had 
offices in Edgefield, Lexington, and Abbeville. His name appears in many newspapers of 
the day as an attorney representing many different clients. He  handled many land 
transactions and his net worth in 1860 was $50,000, per the 1860 census. His planta-
tion was worth $15,000. That is a lot of money for that time period. 

When the Civil War began, he signed up for the Edgefield Rifles as their captain 
at age 34. The name was later changed to 14th South Carolina, Co. D. The 14th South 
Carolina trained at Lightwood Knot Springs near Columbia. In October 1861 they were 
sent to  Pocotaligo  at the bottom  of South Carolina  where they fought  against Union 

(cont on page 21) 
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gunboats. On April 14, 1862, the 14th was assigned to Maxcy Greggôs South Carolina 
Brigade in Virginia. It then became the Light Division under General A.P. Hill. His first 
battle was in the Seven Days Campaign. Perrin was under Gregg for quite a few battles 
including Gaines Mill, Frayserôs Farm, Cedar Mountain, 2nd Manassas, the siege of 
Harperôs Ferry, Antietam, and Fredericksburg. Perrin was slightly wounded at Freder-
icksburg. After Maxcy Gregg was killed at Fredericksburg, Perrin was promoted to colo-
nel of the 14th S.C. in January 1863. At the battle of Chancellorsville he led his men on 
Stonewall Jacksonôs flank march. The battle was fought from April 30-May 6, 1863. Col.  
Perrin took command of Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan's 14th SC Regiment after McGow-
an was wounded at Chancellorsville. Perrin was a nephew to McGowanôs law partner. 
McGowan did not return to duty until February 1864.  Perrin led the 14th  at the subse-
quent battle of Gettysburg in the division of Maj. Gen. William D. Pender (NC) in Lt. 
Gen. A.P. Hill's new Third Corps. 

Generals A.P. Hill and William Dorsey Pender along with Perrin and many soldiers 
came into Cashtown, PA  on June 30, 1863 after resting for two days at Fayetteville, 
PA. Perrinôs musings on June 29th were as follows: ñI do not suppose any army ever 
marched into an enemies country with greater confidence in its ability to (conquer) and 
with more reasonable ground for that confidence than the army of Gen. Lee.ò Finding 
no Union soldiers on their path to Gettysburg, the men were busy foraging and enjoy-
ing the scenery of Pennsylvania. Penderôs Brigade was the last to arrive at Cashtown. 
Several generals stayed at the Cashtown Inn which was originally built in 1815 and is 
still open to the public as a bed and breakfast and restaurant.  At 10:00 a.m. on July 1, 
1863, Pender and  Perrin crossed Marsh Creek. When they reached Boydôs Schoolhouse 
Road and the Chambersburg Pike, Pender and Perrin were both engaged.  

                    /ŀǎƘǘƻǿƴ Lƴƴ                              IŜǊōǎǘ ²ƻƻŘǎ  όWŀƴŜǘ DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜύ           wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ όWŀƴŜǘ DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜύ 

At 4:00 Col. Perrin's Brigade engaged in the Confederate attack that captured 
Seminary Ridge.  With 1600 men engaged, the 14th lost 600 men. Later that day Per-
rinôs position was further west on West Confederate Avenue and Gen. Pender slightly to 
the east from Perrin. There is a shield marker listing Perrinôs presence under Gen. 
Pender commanding the 14th South Carolina just east of the former Youth Group 
Campground. Perrinôs marker reads in part: ñJuly 1: Crossed Willoughby Run about 
3:30 p.m. with its left in Reynolds Woods,  and advancing relieved Hethôs line.  Took a 
prominent part in the struggle by which the Union forces were dislodged from Seminary 

(cont on page 22) 



BRCWRT ð Vol. XXXII, Issue 10, OCTOBER 2025 Page   22 

  

 

MS. REBELLE 

Ridge and pursuing them into the town captured many prisoners. The Rifle Regiment 
was on duty as train guard and not in the battle of this day. July 2 ï Supported artillery 
south of Fairfield  Road.  At 8 p.m. advanced a battalion of sharp shooters which skir-
mished with the Union outposts until dark.  At 10 p.m. took position on Ramseurôs right 
in the Long Lane leading from the town to the Bliss House and Barn. Present about 
1,600, Killed 100, Wounded 477.ò  

{ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ wƛŘƎŜκ[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ όŀōƻǾŜύ   
όWŀƴŜǘ DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜύ 

tŜǊǊƛƴΩǎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ wƛŘƎŜ όǊƛƎƘǘύ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ƭƛǎǎ CŀǊƳ {ƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀǊƪŜǊ όŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜƊύ 

 

                                                                tŜǊǊƛƴ aŀǊƪŜǊ όWŀƴŜǘ DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜύ 

 

 

(cont on page 23) 


