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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  ð  Vol. XXXIII, Issue 8, AUGUST 2026 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, August 13, 2026 

6 P.M. Social Hour 

   7 P.M.  In-person at the 
Centreville Regional Library &   
Streamed on Facebook Live 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Frank OôReilly 

TOPIC: 

ñThe Last Days of General 
Stonewall Jacksonò 

HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR FRANK 
OôREILLY SPEAKS ON ñTHE LAST 
DAYS OF GENERAL STONEWALL 
JACKSONò AT THE AUGUST 13th, 
2026 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson 
recounts the events of that fateful night ð 
considered one of the most pivotal mo-
ments of the war ð and the tense vigil 
that ensued as Jackson struggled with a 
foe even he could not defeat. From Guinea 
Station, where Jackson crosses the river to 
rest under the shade of the trees, the story 
follows Jacksonôs funeral and burial, the 
strange story of his amputated arm, and 
the creation and restoration of the building 
where he died. Unlike so many who died in 
the war, Jacksonôs death made an indelible 
impression on everyone associated with his 
last days. We will explore the final days of 
the general and all the controversies sur-
rounding his passing. With this outstanding 
presentation, we are delighted to have an 
old friend and nationally renowned histori-
an visit our Round Table again. 

Frank O'Reilly received his BA and 
MA in American History with a concentra-
tion in Early American Military History and 
Civil War Studies. He did his undergradu-
ate work at Washington & Lee University 
before joining the National Park Service at 
the Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National 
Military Park. He worked briefly at Inde-
pendence Hall in Philadelphia, then re-
turned to Fredericksburg as a historian in 
1990. He has written numerous articles on 
the Civil War and Mexican War for national 
and international journals, and introduc-
tions to quite a few books. He released his 

first book on the Fredericksburg Cam-
paign, Stonewall Jackson at Fredericks-
burg, in 1993. He has appeared in many 
documentaries on CSPAN and lectured 
on military history to audiences around 
the world, including conferences in the 
United Kingdom at Oxford. He served as 
the Sesquicentennial special events co-
ordinator for the Fredericksburg, Chan-
cellorsville, and Overland Campaign 
150th anniversary commemorations. 
His latest book, The Fredericksburg 
Campaign: Winter War on the Rappa-
hannock, was nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize in Letters in 2003. It has won the 
2002 Capital District (Albany, NY) Book 
Award; the 2003 James I. Robertson Jr. 
Book Award; the 2004 Daniel Laney 
Book Award; and the 2004 Richard 
Barksdale Harwell Book Award. 

(cont on page 4) 
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the September 2026 issue, e-mail articles 
by August 24th to the editor, Don Richardson, 
at: don.richardson@erols.com 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS                

August 13 Frank OôReilly - ñLast Days of 

Stonewall Jacksonò 

September 10 Bill Backus -  ñOpening 

Manassas: The Iron Brigade, Stonewall 

Jackson, and the Battle of Brawner 

Farm, 28 August 1862ò 

October 8 Bryan Cheeseboro - ñEarly 

Days of the Civil War Defenses of Wash-

ington, from Fort Sumter to 1st Bull Runò 

November 19 Lisa Samia - ñNameless & 

Faceless of Manassas & Gettysburgò 

December  10 Jonathan Jones - ñOpium 

Slavery: Civil War Veterans And Ameri-

caôs First Opioid Crisisò 

January 14, 2027 Jared Peatman - ñHell 

of a Regiment: The Twentieth Maineò 

February 11, 2027 Edward J. Hagerty - 

ñSoldier of the South: LG Richard H. An-

derson At War And Peaceò 

March 11, 2027 Theodore Savas - 

ñHandshakes, Gambling & Gunpowder: 

How George Rains & Jefferson Davis 

Changed The Course of the Civil Warò 
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THE PRESIDENTôS   
COLUMN 

By Melissa A. Winn 

Photos: Debbie Whitenton 

    

 
Happy August! I hope you've all 

found time this summer to visit a battle-
field, explore a museum, pick up a great 
history book, or simply enjoy conversations 
with fellow Civil War enthusiasts. One of the 
greatest strengths of our Round Table is the 
opportunity to continue learning together, 
and our August meeting promises to be one 
you won't want to miss! 

We're thrilled to welcome renowned 
Historian Frank O'Reilly, whose presenta-
tions are always engaging, insightful, and 
informative. Frank will take us through the 
final days of Confederate General Thomas 
"Stonewall" Jackson, exploring the events 
surrounding one of the Civil War's most 
consequential losses. Whether you've stud-
ied Chancellorsville for years or are discov-
ering the story for the first time, you're 
sure to leave with some new information 
and a new appreciation for the subject! 

Even more exciting, Frank will have 
copies of his highly acclaimed new book 
about the Battle of Malvern Hill available for 
purchase: Retreat from Victory: The Battle 
of Malvern Hill and the End of the Seven 
Days, July 1, 1862. If you've been looking 
to add one of the year's most talked-about 
Civil War books to your libraryðor have it 
signed by the authorðthis is your chance! I 
know I canôt wait! We hope you'll take ad-
vantage of it and help support one of the 
leading historians in our field. 

Our July meeting featured Scott Min-
gus, sharing ñHuman Interest Stories From 
the Gettysburg Campaignò. A good time 
was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead, make sure you 
have Sunday, September 20th on your 
calendars, for our Annual BRCWRT Picnic 
at The Winery at Bull Run. Weôll have the 
usual delicious picnic food, courtesy of 
The Bone, as well as our usual friendly 
fellowship. And see Page 4 for some good 
news about the expanded availability of 
our book sales program! 

As always, thank you for making 
the Bull Run Civil War Round Table such 
an energetic community. Your attend-
ance, volunteer efforts, and enthusiasm 
are what keep our organization thriving. 
I look forward to seeing many of you at 
our August meeting for what promises to 
be an outstanding evening of history and 
conversation. 

Huzzah! 
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SUPPORT BRCWRT ACTIVITIES 

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
that relies on your donations to continue 
our excellent programs and initiatives 
throughout the year. There are many 
programs to donate to, including the 
BRCWRT Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
efforts, Civil War Trails sign preservation 
and maintenance, educational programs, 
and of course the General donation cate-
gory (which the Round Table uses as a 
fund to offset various expenses, to help 
keep our membership dues at a reasona-
ble rate). Please consider your Round Ta-
ble for tax-deductible donations every 
year. (We also accept donated Civil War 
prints to auction for the benefit of the 
Scholarship Fund.) We appreciate our 
members very much. 

There are a number of ways to 
make a donation. On the BRCWRT web-
site, click the link labelled ñRenew/
Donateò and select the link at the bottom 
of that page.  Alternatively, you can give 
a check to our Treasurer at a member-
ship meeting, or mail it to: BRCWRT 
Treasurer, PO Box 2147, Centreville VA 
20122. Make checks payable to 
BRCWRT, and be sure to note whether it 
is for the Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
Fund, or the General Fund. 

Finally, you can scan this QR code 
with the camera on your smartphone to 
make a donation. 

SPEAKER INTRODUCTION 

Come join us early at our August 
13th, 2026 Membership Meeting to have 
an opportunity to chat with Frank and your 
colleagues before the meeting be-
gins.  Doors open at 6:00 PM; hope to see 
you there. 

YOU NEED MORE BOOKS! 

Well, more Civil War books, anywayé 

And we have them. LOTS of them! 
So many that our storage space is getting 
pretty crowded. We would like to move 
more of them, since your small donations 
for books help fund our Scholarship pro-
gram and other worthy activities of the 
Round Table. The problem is that we can 
only bring a tiny fraction of them to our 
Membership Meetings, and our members 
who attend via Facebook Live donôt have 
access to them. We want to change that. 

Over recent months, Jerry Watson, 
Dan Lundeen and Don Richardson have 
been cataloging our collection (currently at 
about 650 books but we are not done yet). 
Our plan is to make the catalog available 
via the Round Table website, so you can 
ñshop at homeò. There will be two different 
versions. Looking for a book by Jeffry 
Wert? See the Sorted by Author listing. Or 
are you interested in a particular topic, say 
a biography of John Bell Hood, or a regi-
mental history of the 9th NJ Volunteers? 
Look in the Sorted by Category listing, and 
scroll down to the sections for Biographies 
and Units, respectively. 

All you will need to do is send us an 
email with the author(s) and title(s) you 
want, and we will bring them to the Meet-
ing. If you donôt attend in person, you can 
name a friend who does as your agent, or 
we can work out other arrangements. 

Watch for the official announcement 
in the October Stone Wall for details! 
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.ǳƭƭ wǳƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ 

 

 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ нлнс-нлнт tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

Date   Event          ____ 

August 13, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Frank OôReilly - ñLast Days of Stonewall Jacksonò___    

September 10, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bill Backus - ñOpening Manassas: The Iron Brigade, 

   Stonewall Jackson, and the Battle of Brawner Farm, 28 August 1862ò   

September 20, 2026 10th Annual BRCWRT Picnic at The Winery At Bull Run     

October 8, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bryan Cheeseboro - ñThe Early Days of the Civil War 

   Defenses of Washington, from Fort Sumter to 1st Bull Runò    

October 17, 2026 Fall Tour: ñCivil War Alexandria (AM) / Fort Ward (PM)ò 

   Tour leaders Don Hakenson and Chuck Mauro      

November 19, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Lisa Samia - ñNameless and Faceless of Manassas 

   And Gettysburgò          

December 10, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Jonathan Jones - ñOpium Slavery: Civil War Veterans 

   And Americaôs First Opioid Crisisò        

January 14, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Jared Peatman - ñHell of a Regiment: The 20th Maineò 

February 11, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Edward J. Hagerty - ñSoldier of the South:  Lieutenant 

   General Richard H Anderson at War and Peaceò      

March 11, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Theodore Savas - ñHandshakes, Gambling, & Gunpowder: 

   How George W. Rains and Jefferson Davis Changed the Course of the Civil Warò  

April 8, 2027  Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Dr. Chris Mackowski - ñMoments of Contingency 

   And The Rise of U.S. Grantò         

May 13, 2027  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Dean Calbreath - ñThe Sergeant: Nicholas Said, a 

   Union Army Sergeantò         

June 10, 2027  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Erica Uszak - ñControversies on the Early Gettysburg 

    Battlefieldò           

June 22, 2027  EXTRA Monthly Meeting Speaker: Damian Shiels - ñThe Irish in the Civil Warò 

    (Extra meeting via Zoom from Ireland)       

July 8, 2027  Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Shelby Harriel-Hidlebaugh - ñForbidden, Hidden, 

   and Forgotten: Women Soldiers of the Civil Warò      

August 12, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Kevin Pawlak and Jeffrey Joyce - ñThe Battle of 

   Kettle Run, August 27th 1862ò        

Monthly Meetings in ñBlackò     Tours/Field Trips & Special RT Events in ñRedò      County or outside sponsored events in ñGreenò 
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BRCWRT SPRING TOUR 

HARPERS FERRY: BEYOND THE RAID 

By Sam Laudenslager 

It has been nearly a decade since the Bull Run Civil War Round Table last visited 
Harpers Ferry (May 2017). But June 13th was a nearly perfect spring day for a trip to 
this scenic and historic locale. Our Round Table spring tour viewed several sites that 
most Harpers Ferry visitors do not get to see. Our tour guide was BRCWRT member 
Kevin Pawlak - a former National Park Service intern at Harpers Ferry, and co-author 

of two books describing Harpers Ferry's role during the Civil War.* 

 

 

ό[ŜƊύ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wŀǇƛŘǎΣ IŀǊǇŜǊǎ 
CŜǊǊȅ ƛƴ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ IŀǊǇŜǊǎ CŜǊǊȅ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅ ό{ŀƳ 
[ŀǳŘŜƴǎƭŀƎŜǊύ 

 

όwƛƎƘǘύ YŜǾƛƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀ ƳŀǇ ŀǘ 
.ƻƭƛǾŀǊ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ  ό{ŀƳ 

[ŀǳŘŜƴǎƭŀƎŜǊύ  

 

 

After our caravan assembled at the National Park Service Visitor Center, our 
tour began at the Bolivar Heights overlook, west of the Harpers Ferry "lower 
town". Kevin described the Harpers Ferry topographic features: the confluence of the 
Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers, surrounded by the Maryland Heights to the 
east,  Loudoun Heights to the south, and Bolivar Heights to the west. He then sum-
marized the role of Harpers Ferry during the early Industrial Revolution: the junction 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio canal, the Baltimore & Ohio railroad, and the Winchester & 
Potomac railroad; and as a "mill town" of 3000 people, hosting a saw mill, several 
grain mills, a rifle factory, an armory, and  the arsenal. 

Our morning itinerary focused on the Battle of Bolivar Heights, during the Siege 
of Harpers Ferry (Sept. 12-15, 1862). Kevin noted that "but for timing and contingen-
cyò  at Bolivar Heights, the siege of Harpers Ferry, or the battle of Antietam, or the 
entire Maryland Campaign could very easily have gone the other way. 

When the Army of Northern Virginia reached Frederick, MD, during his first 
ñNorthern Incursion", General Robert E. Lee issued Order #191 dividing the ANV into 
three Corps. Lee had the problem of moving an entire army over the few passes over  
South  Mountain,  but with  the payoff  of  a good network of  north-south roadways  

ϝ ϦWƻƘƴ .Ǌƻǿƴϥǎ wŀƛŘΥ IŀǊǇŜǊǎ CŜǊǊȅ ϧ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊϦΣ ŀƴŘ Ϧ¢ƻ IŀȊŀǊŘ !ƭƭΥ  ! DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ 

/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ муснϦ όōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ {ŀǾŀǎ .ŜŀǝŜ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎύ 

(cont on page 8) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

(the Boonsboro, Sharpsburg, Hagerstown, Winchester-Martinsburg Pikes) waiting on 
the other side. These roads also offered the logistic benefit of an ample supply of for-
age for the ANV's troops, cavalry and transport support animals. If Lee could consoli-
date his dispersed columns near the Maryland-Pennsylvania border, he could threaten 
Carlisle, Harrisburg, and Baltimore, and maybe influence the coming mid-term elec-
tions. If Lee could prevail in a general engagement with the Army of the Potomac, he 
might even win the war. 

Faced with the ANV's losses at Foxôs Gap, Turner's Gap, and Crampton Gap on 
South Mountain, Lee had to regroup at Sharpsburg, where he AGAIN divided his forc-
es. He could not leave the threat of a 12,000-man Federal garrison at Harpers Ferry in 
his rear. While Lee deployed his main force and Longstreet's corps in a defensive line 
along Antietam Creek, he dispatched Lafayette McLawsô command (of Longstreetôs 
corps) to the Maryland Heights above the Potomac River headwaters, and Stonewall 
Jackson's command against the Federal defensive lines atop Schoolhouse Ridge above 
Harpers Ferry town. 

If Gen. McClellan's headquarters had had better intelligence and more initia-
tive  at this stage of the campaign, the Army of the Potomac might have trapped 
Jackson's command in the Bolivar "triangle" to the west of Harpers Ferry, or trapped 
McLawsô command in the adjacent "triangle" overlooking  Harpers Ferry "Lower 
Town", or BOTH!  Instead,  Jackson launched a general assault (a "diversionary feint") 
against the Federal entrenchments atop Bolivar's Schoolhouse Ridge. Meanwhile, A.P. 
Hill's Light Division executed a decisive flank attack down the C & O Canal/
Shenandoah River shore towards Murphy Farm hill. 

While we were at "Jackson's Overlook", on School House 
Ridge Road,  Kevin pointed out that this tree line was not there in 
September of 1862. The slopes had been cleared. The trees were 
all used to line Federal trenches near the top of the hill, or for 
sharpened stakes - "abatis" - obstacles dug into the incline of the 
ridge. These trench lines were manned by troops of three of the 
Federal brigades (Ford, Trimble, D'Utassy) at Harpers Ferry, plus 
25 Napoleon field guns (10,000-12,000 troops total). 

YŜǾƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǝƴƎ ŀǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ IƻǳǎŜ wƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƛƴŜ  
ό{ŀƳ [ŀǳŘŜƴǎƭŀƎŜǊύ 

Stonewall Jackson recognized the problem of directly attacking this strong Fed-
eral position. He had witnessed  Confederate attacks on Malvern Hill and Harrison 
Landing fail during the recent Peninsula campaign, and he recognized that a frontal 
assault on School House Ridge could not work. He might gain the position, but it 
would be costly in casualties.  It would also take too much time. If Jackson's corps 
was needed to consolidate with Lee's force at Sharpsburg, time was of the essence. 
Jackson would deploy Gen. A.R. Lawton's division from the area near "Allstadt's Ordi-
nary", along the base of the Ridge. Lawton sent skirmish lines against the School-
house Ridge works as a feint. But the real action would take place several miles fur-
ther down School House road at the Murphy farm. 

(cont on page 9) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

An important stop during our BRCWRT field trip was the Murphy-Chambers 
farmhouse on School House ridge. This location attracts few visitors at Harpers Ferry, 
but actually is where Gen. Jackson's attack succeeded, thereby ending the 1862 siege 
with an ANV  tactical victory. As previously mentioned, School House Ridge was heavi-
ly defended by the Federal garrison at Harpers Ferry. Stonewall Jackson avoided this 
frontal assault problem by outflanking the entrenched Federals. 

The Federal commander at Harpers Ferry was Col. Dixon Miles. Miles is often 
described by historians as incompetent, and possibly imbecilic (early Alzhei-
merôs). Kevin provided our group with a more sympathetic portrayal of Miles, noting 
that while Miles (born 1804) was "Army Old" (aged 58), Miles was also "old", as in 
"old school"; a West Pointer (class of 1824) who had  previously served out West dur-
ing the Mormon War and Indian campaigns. Miles had a reputation for following his 
orders strictly to the letter. But at Harpers Ferry, Miles had to deal with inconsistent 
orders. 

Maj. Gen. George McClellan, commander of the Army of the Potomac, encour-
aged Miles to evacuate Harpers Ferry and march to link up with and reinforce the ap-
proaching AOP. Meanwhile, General-in-Chief Henry Halleck, in Washington, tele-
graphed to Miles: "Defend all places to the last extremity; there must be no abandon-
ing of post". On the night of Sept. 13th, Miles informed his officers "I am ordered to 
hold this place, and God damn my soul if I don't." On the evening of Sept. 15th, Miles 
would be mortally wounded by shrapnel from Confederate artillery shells (near the 
Schoolhouse Ridge-Charlestown Pike crossroads.) 

          YŜǾƛƴ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǊǇƘȅ                            .w/²w¢ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜ-ŜƴŀŎǘ !ΦtΦ IƛƭƭΩǎ ŀǊǝƭƭŜǊƛǎǘ  
                   ŦŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ ό¢ŜǊŜǎŀ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ                                   ϦǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜϦ ŀǘ aǳǊǇƘȅ IƻǳǎŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ό¢ŜǊŜǎŀ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

Col. Miles' defensive line extended along the length of School House Ridge, end-
ing near the Charlestown Turnpike (US 340 today).  The area south of Charlestown 
Pike  was heavily wooded  and filled with ravines.  There were two  small farm  fields  

(cont on page 10) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

belonging to the Murphy family and the home of Unionist Edmund Chambers. Just 
past the Chambers house the ridge ends at a 300 foot bluff dropping down to the 
Shenandoah River, with a narrow road separating the bluff from the river bank. Miles 
thought that these geographic defenses were sufficient, but posted two regiments 
(3rd Maryland and 12th NY) at the Murphy-Chambers gap as a precaution. 

Gen. Jackson took advantage of this gap. While sending Lawton's Division from 
their Allstadt House muster point near School House Ridge as a "frontal assault" di-
version, he sent two of  A.P. Hill's best brigades (BG's Lawrence Branch and Maxey 
Gregg's Carolinians) down the riverside road to scale the hill; 10 regiments to over-
whelm Milesô two regiments atop the bluff. 

A.P. Hill's brigades not only routed the Federal troops near Chambers-Murphy 
house, they used a "prolonge" (rope hoist) to lift 4 batteries of fieldpieces (12-14 
guns total, at 1-1/2 tons per gun) up the bluff to the open fields next to Murphy 
House. From this high ground, Confederate heavy artillery atop  Loudoun Heights and 
Maryland Heights could shell Harpers Ferry with bombs and shrapnel, while these 
Confederate field batteries at Murphy House could clear Harpers Ferry streets with 
grape and canister. CHECKMATE!' Col. Miles rode out along his School House Ridge 
line, waving a white cloth to surrender. But  Confederate batteries, a mile away on 
Loudoun Heights, could not see Miles through the cannon smoke, and kept firing. For 
the Union garrison, and for Col. Miles, literally, it was "GAME OVER!" 

Allstadt's Corner was our remaining stop while on Bolivar Heights. Jacob Allstadt 
operated a Toll House on the Harpers Ferry-Charlestown Turnpike. Allstadt's house (c. 
1790) and "Ordinary" (tavern) has recently been acquired by American Battlefield 
Trust and transferred to the National Historical Park. This location figured as the as-
sembly/jump-off point for BG John R. Jones ANV division during Stonewall Jackson's 
feint against the Federal defensive line on Schoolhouse Ridge (September 14, 1862). 
It also begins the  story for our group's afternoon visit to the John Brown - Kennedy 
farm house site. 

Here, early (about 3:00 am) on the morning of 
October 17th, 1859, five of John Brown's raid-
ers, led by John Cook, captured John Allstadt, 
his son John Thomas, and seven of Allstadt's 
slaves. The Allstadt party was taken to the Ar-
mory Engine House and held as hostages by 
John Brown's raiders. Remarkably, all of the All-
stadt group survived the storming of "John 
Brown's Fort" on October 18th. 

After a morning of sightseeing at the Bolivar 
battlegrounds, our 5-vehicle caravan drove 
across Harpers Ferry, then along a narrow 1-
lane Sandy Hook road parallel to the Potomac 
Rapids and the old C & O Canal bed,  and finally 

     !ƭƭǎǘŀŘǘ ƘƻǳǎŜκƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ  ό{ŀƳ [ŀǳŘŜƴǎƭŀƎŜǊύ                                                                                    (cont on page 11) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

up a winding mountain road  (with the fitting Al-
pine name Hoffmeister Road) towards the crest of 
Maryland Heights. Although much of John Brown's 
initial planning actually took place in Mary Ritnerôs 
Boarding House (Chambersburg, PA), it is at the 
Kennedy Farmhouse, during July to mid-October 
1859, that John Brown organized his sto-
ried Harpers Ferry Raid. 

 

 

 

 

                              
YŜǾƛƴ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ !ƭƭǎǘŀŘǘΩǎ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ  

                                                   ό¢ŜǊŜǎŀ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

WƻƘƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ǎƛƎƴ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

 

It is not hard to understand why Brown selected this location to make his final 
preparations for the raid; it was just 5 miles from the B & O railway bridge and the 
Federal Arsenal, yet it was sufficiently remote to avoid inadvertent attention from any 
nosy neighbors. Today, the Kennedy Farm site is maintained by the John Brown His-
torical Foundation. It is open to visitors "By Appointment Only". Our BRCWRT group 
was fortunate to have Sprigg Lynn, Director of the Historical Foundation, escort our 
visit at the Kennedy Farm. 

Sprigg's opening presentation covered a lot 
of historical ground. He described the Booth Ken-
nedy House as an architectural landmark (original 
log cabin c. 1840), provided information about 
the development of the American anti-slavery 
movement, covered John Brown's early back-
ground as a son of a prominent Abolitionist pas-
tor, and regaled us with several good stories re-
lating to Brown's exploits as a Freedom Fighter in 
Bloody Kansas. 

Sprigg then led us up "Kennedy's Grassy Knoll" to 
the log farm house "where it all began!" Brown 
rented the farmhouse from the heirs of a locally 
esteemed and recently deceased physician, Dr. 
Booth Kennedy. The house offered 2 first floor bed-
rooms.   Brown took one for his own quarters.  He 

(cont on page 12) 

 {ǇǊƛƎƎ [ȅƴƴ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ  ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
 YŜƴƴŜŘȅ CŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ ό¢ŜǊŜǎŀ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 
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HARPERS FERRY 

used the entry bedroom for an office, from which he corresponded with fellow Aboli-
tionists including Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass, his "Secret Six" financiers, 
etc. The ground floor stored weapons, ammunition, and other supplies. A narrow 
staircase led up to an attic which became a classroom and barracks for Brown's 21-
man Army of Abolition. The adjoining fields became the drill ground for Brown's re-
cruits, and the surrounding woods were ideal for holding (and hiding) target practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           YŜƴƴŜŘȅ CŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ DǊŀǎǎȅ Yƴƻƭƭ                                   {ǇǊƛƎƎ ŀƴŘ !ƭŀƴ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ WƻƘƴ .Ǌƻǿƴϥǎ ŘŜǎƪ  
                                            ό{ǇǊƛƎƎ [ȅƴƴύ                                                όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀǩŎ άōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎέ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ                                       hǳǊ .w/²w¢ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ WƻƘƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ wŀƛŘŜǊǎ  
                                                                                                                                    ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ ό¢ŜǊŜǎŀ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

As one member stated after Sprigg's tour "It was 84 degrees outside, but as we 
stood in the same room with John Brown at his desk, where it all began, I felt chills 
run up and down my back!" An apropos comment for a successful Round Table tour! 

 

(cont on page 13) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

Partially hidden behind the tree line to the rear of the Kennedy farm house is a 
large, whitewashed cinder block building that previously housed tractors, trucks and 
other farming/industrial equipment. It is a bit of an eyesore, especially when viewed 
so near the c. 1840 Kennedy farm log cabin. However, this structure is a land-
mark  within the Black American community, and is iconic for Soul and Rock music 
fans. Under the care of the John Brown Historical Foundation, it is also becoming a 
case study for historic  preservation efforts. 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  L.th9² 9ƭƪǎ Iŀƭƭ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎϐ                                          L.th9² 9ƭƪǎ ƅƻƻǊ ƭƻƎƻ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

In 1949, a national fraternal organization, the Improved Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks of the World (or "Black Elks") purchased the 235-acre parcel surround-
ing the farmhouse from Booth Kennedyôs descendants. IBPOEW acquired the property 
to erect a memorial to John Brown and his fellow "freedom fighters". 

During the 1950s-1960s racial segregation era, the Elks meeting place became 
a popular dance hall, hosting both Blacks and Whites, and featuring Rhythm and Blues 
and Rock & Roll entertainers. Many  performers who appeared at the Elks Hall are now 
enshrined in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, including James Brown, Chuck Berry, Ray 
Charles, Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Little Richard, and the Temptations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                /Ƙƛǘƭƛƴ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ                                   WƻƘƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǘƻ WŀƳŜǎ .Ǌƻǿƴ όDŀǊȅ Iŀǎƪƛƴǎύ 

(cont on page 14) 
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HARPERS FERRY 

Elks Hall is currently NOT open for public viewing. However, Sprigg Lynn opened 
its doors for our group, enabling us to have a rare look inside. Elks Hall is a work in 
progress, more resembling a Home Depot lumber warehouse than the lively weekend 
dance hall of its early days. The Bull Run Civil War Round Table deeply appreciates 
Sprigg Lynn's escorting us at Kennedy Farm, and the support of the John Brown His-
torical Foundation, for our Round Table field trip to "Harper's Ferry: Beyond the Raid." 

******************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evan Phifer writes the following: 

My first memory of interest in the Civil War is from one of two events from my 
early childhood. I cannot recollect which came first. When I was about seven years 
old, my Dad came back from a conference in Gettysburg with the gift of a Gettysburg 
playset with Union and Confederate soldiers, cannon, horses, snap-together Leeôs and 
Meade's headquarters, and figures of Generals Lee, Longstreet, Meade, and Hancock 
(I repurposed Longstreet as Armistead when playing out Pickett's Charge). The sec-
ond occasion was a book I found in my grandparentsô house: The Civil War: Volume 8 
of the American Heritage New Illustrated History of the United States. With Thure de 
Thulstrup's painting of the Third Battle of Winchester on the cover, I was hooked. 

Majoring in history as an undergrad and receiving an MA in Public History, I 
have worked in the museum field in both Washington, D.C. and the Chicago area. 
Having spent most of my life in the Washington, D.C area, my wife and I relocated for 
the past several years in Chicago. Returning to this area, it is great to be back in such 
a rich area of Civil War history. 

My current interest is researching and writing individual stories, as well as the 
larger historical context, surrounding the Medal of Honor during the Civil War and its 
aftermath. I currently write a column for Military Images magazine, The Honored Few, 
that explores Civil War Medal of Honor recipients. 

The Bull Run Civil War 
Round Table Welcomes 

New Members 

Melanie Morton 

Evan Phifer 
Scott Porter 
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IMAGE OF THE MONTH 

By Don Richardson 

Jim Gilbert, one of my volunteer guide colleagues at Bristoe Station Battlefield 
Park, tipped me off to this front page report of the Battle of Bristoe Station on Octo-
ber 14, 1863. The New York Herald devoted its entire front page to coverage of the 
battle, including a map of the area of operations, casualty reports, and General 
Meadeôs Order of the Day congratulating MG Gouverneur Warren and his troops for 
their performance that day. (Warren would later receive a brevet promotion to Major 
General in the Regular Army in recognition of  his leadership at Bristoe.) 

An interesting detail appears in the lower left corner - a report of the earlier ac-
tion at Auburn. What makes this interesting is that the byline is that of a reporter 
named D. P. Coningham. If that name sounds familiar to you, it should. David Power 
Conyngham was an Irish revolutionary, novelist, newspaper editor, historian, and 
war correspondent, who served for a time on the staff of Gen. Thomas Meagher of 
the Irish Brigade. Among his many publications was his 1867 history The Irish Bri-
gade And Its Campaigns, one of the best contemporary accounts of that famous unit. 
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Civil War Alexandria  
(BRCWRT Walking Tour)  

Saturday, October 17, 2026 

 

TOUR STOPS:   

- (Morning) Walking Tour of Civil War sites in Old Town Alexandria, including the 

Lyceum and Athen aeum (meeting halls that hosted raucous pro -Union and pro -

Secession rallies before the hostilities ). 

- The Marshall  House Hotel location where Col . Ellsworth was martyred . 

- The Grosvenor military hospital complex, featured in the PBS ñMercy Streetò series.  

- (Afternoon) Fort Ward, one of DC/Virginiaôs best-preserved Civil War fortifications . 

TOUR GUIDES:  Don Hakenson & Chuck Mauro  (Old Town), Susan Cumbey (Fort Ward) . 

COST: The Old Town Walking Tour is FREE!   Fort Ward $10, pay at the museum.  

MAXIMUM ATTENDEES: 25 

MEET:  9:00 AM at Fort Ward Park, 4301 West Braddock Rd (near I -95 Duke St exit) . 

Assemble at Fort Ward Amphitheatre parking lot  (NOT the Museum lot) . Carpool to the 

limited reserved parking at the Lyceum.  Tour starts at 9:30 AM in the Lyceum Lecture 

Hall (2 nd floor).  

RAIN DATE: There is no rain date due to lack of availability of guides and the Ly ceum.  

DRESS:  Appropriate dress for local weather conditions . Wear comfortable walking 

shoes ; canes or walking sticks if needed (Old Town sidewalks are truly  ñColonial Eraò). 

LUNCH: Cooperôs Mill, a modern Pizzeria in a building with a unique Civil War flavor. 

After lunch, walk back to Lyceum and carpool back to Fort Ward Museum  

TOUR DURATION:  Walking tour approximately 2 hours /2 miles , Fort Ward  90 minutes . 

SIGN UP ONLINE:  See the top of the Round Table webpage,  https://brcwrt.org   

BRCWRT Contact :  Sam Laudenslager ï kapel -meister1@hotmail.com , 703-338-3358 


