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COLUMN tories of the war. And o
: I ons continue to exp
By Melissa V\Lﬁbers near and far. We
Photos: Janet Grne|eﬁlgreaedd ti onal tour s an
nities that wi || bring C

l'ife in dynamic ways.

Happy 2026! I first wd®t veary dwywh Il ooking
iThank &dbhbnk you so mPAK I Trthese efforts w
reelecting me as your Pappi®ehtNew Yeapjito you
year . I am truly honored HWwzzyddr confi -

dence and excited to corp ving this
remar kable community of ent hu -
siasts and preservation ‘

Over the past year, &= _ TedN & 8058y &NI &L
has continued to enrich[\f SRS sufyisnies
the Civil War through o s, “&S MOANGLSH I8 v g A G K
| ectures, engaging field ho2yPme; gNWxG Y 2
l'y remar kabl e preservat.i
fortunate to be a part _
| ead the efforts to bri ns

As we navigate the w
want to remind you that
friends in the community
teractive ways to engag:i
including podcast s, vi d
2026, I hope to be a
some of our soci al medi
i ng t hese opportunities:s
tuned and check our FB
more devel opment s.

Il n 2026, we also hope to | aunch an
updat ed and i mproved po b o it o £ or th o
group, i ncl udirngnal ys ez
tem and moderni zed des & that time of the |\
great content i ncl udi ni again! The Bull Run C
newsl etter archives, ar War Round Tabl e need s
tained, but the experiel members teonlriest B rE
i mproved. Many in the another campaign./ See
asking for this wupgrade, back page Bfonhbais
hard behind the scenes t Walfior your membershi,

Looking ahead t hi s - payment options.
person programming, I C

our upcoming season wi | B R e
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For sol diers of both arThiesBultilheRuMewCi vi | Wa i
Year was not an occasiomr faorb5Ck(ebraxi cam.ari tab
Their camps were cold; gbhatdrdut gssoinl lyowmad dona
to be perfor med,; rati oasr wekeelulnewtenlpy ogr ams

ributed. Despite thiahrouadleoswet weé he syoenae . Th
ter moment s. On Newpik¥egramgEvet,o bdaodst e t o,

egi ments on both si @&EWRIT tShcé ofl raarsthilpi nFeusn d,
ed favorite songs ta@arboaghst h€i evlenWag. Trai |
-§yédaald Charl ey Howeaotli mhen@Bémnance, educati
sachusetts reported amd hoifs cfoamisley t hkatGener al
il t bei ng KBewbaYearwe hadgomhyi skwelyi ch the Round Ta
rations g+i®enhusg whichHumas tnootof fset wvarious e
happened before sinage Idxaa\eipng)umonmcembership dues

On the other hand, tbtiee frlatI \k/ rkpé %1 conside
the New Year were deadlg. F ol uctfohations ev
31st, 1862, through JanhGéif (ZWed 863accept do
Gen. Will i amoéARonsye cafantsh r%ﬂ}ﬁws UCt'én for tf
berl and fought Gend& Bn \fp Fund.) We a
of Tennessee at Stones FWQPr?n %anH‘QQBe,

in one of the bl oodi est b althtelrees arfe tde nwanber o]
Confederate mistakes evmakaadhl gomatvieont.heOn t he

Uni on side a tactical &bsBctery,clbiucdk RasheciRkeme kv/ |

—~

Uni on force was so bat tDeorneadtaet ch ad e ltehcety tcdciied | i nk
not campaign again untiloft héd agsummagre.. Al ternati:
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ship meeti ng, or mai | i
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2012 Ma k e checks p a
BRCW and be sure to n
is f he Schol arship F
Fund the Gener al Func
Fi Iy, you can scan
h camera on your

onati on.
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Dat e Event _
January 8MoBAOBABY Meeting SBabkée:ARPIDID KIESEGRdoegi a
February MantBAD26Meeting Spd&aikwirl: WArl |li ma MN&Gokndnerr

March 12, MBOQR26Bly Meeting SiibeaekMexi CTam Maski Arain
For The oCivil War

March 21, SROPR6g Woolufr RuRT ISh ord st Kept Seearet in F
Tour |l eaders Jim LéwansnaddtBrApni McEnhah

April 9, RI6BA6hly Meeting SpkmkEveniDnhg Wiutrk Ger.l d

May 14, 2M@a6thly Meeting Spem&kreai:p atiicchn Ciom dtome D«
The $out h

June 13, 2pRBng MMHaorugre Rer r y: Bolivar Heightos Batt
Tour | eader Kevin PaAwlak (rain date Jun

June 18, RO6BA6hlyYy MeetPiang | $®eOCHldd rcAinni ver sary of t |
Gettysbwrg Movie

July 9, 2Ma@86thly Meeting S-ptewrkenr ;| rStceortds tMi Sitgairsi e
Gettysbur@g Campaign

August 13MoRAOBRBY Meet i ndgReiplalaakser :DaFyrsamki @&t onewal

September MOt hEP92Meeti ng SiPpaekeng BahhsBasku3he
Stonewall Jackson, and thel8BGa2o |l e of Br

Oct ober 8MoRtORIBY Meet i ng Spe-diklkee : E8BrlyyanDa&yhe esfe bto
Defenses of Washington, drom Fort Sumte

October 1Fal RBOZi6wirl: War Al exandrioca (AM) [/ Fort W
Tour | eaders Don Hakenson and Chuck Mau

November MOntBADYO6EMeeti ng Sihemkleess Larskh Baae laes s
And Getot ysburg

December MONntBDgO6EMeeti ng SpiOgpkarm Slanwvetrtyan Cionds
And Anerkicrast Opioid Crisis

January 1#8MonPBPY Meeting Sprtlekér oflJar RégPemnmanT

February Moant B0g7Meeting Sped8elrdi €rd wafr dt e $Fawyte
Gener al Richard H Aaderson at War and P

Monthly MBéwwcRKgsrisnField TripsfiRedSGeonaly KT E&Evesl d6i e@pmomns
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AFTER ACTI ON REFPOXRIE CREEK TOUR
By Brian McEnany and Jim Lewis
Photos by Brian McEnany, Jim Lewis, Blake Myers

On a beautiful Sat ., November 8 morning, t he
tour of Goose Creek and Edwards Feme ymevalse rco nafu
Round Tabl e, pl us guest s, met the tour guides,
Ri ver Point Drive Trai/l Head in the Lansdowne RE

River Point Dri veThlTe ad X p ettcet aet

fall i n early morning had di we

er turned sunny and war m. ar

at the Trail head was soon s fro

people joining the tour and ant
to wal k along the Creek on
Hi story of Eli zabet hAtMi 09 3

gat hered the tour participa | e cen

replaced Civil War Troai l n CNIF Af KSI R tI-NJ[R £

tour) and introduced hi msei T ana Brian T o h

group. Jim elected to conduct the first part of

of thel bongvill age of Eli zabetfhht Fidl IGonoasrd Cir le e Kk

Ri ver Navigation Co. ( GC&LRNC)

the creek. Brian would then <con

of the tour regarding the® Arm

(AOP) arduous journey north and

of the Potomac River at Edwards

i ng conditions, in an effort tc

his Army of Northern Virginia ¢

Campai gn. Al | of this would be

group foll owed ea tome | on the b

GC&LRNC <canal and then a short

ence of the Creek and the Potom

WAY [Sé6A& hdzif AyAy3a GKS ¢2dzNJ

Jim began overvi ewing t he za
Mi | | s, whi ch t ook i ts name & f aph
daught er, Eli zabet h, both D8 0Oiivl 4 mi |
28. |t was original |IiCotban,hb ma :
Led near by pl antati on. Then t
GC&LRNC, which had its begiPrereir t he
Hotcoe(ll at bedLatr el Br ioglaales b uwrng )
prospective investors discusse aki
Creek navigabl e, thereby enabl a
seaports of Georgetown and Al C
nal . Their | everage: they ©preci K A s h
take 8 hours, vs. 2 days Vvia 1 ¢CKS [ dNBEt . \NAF
to the seaports, as horses had to be rested over

(cont on page



BRCWRsTVol . XXXI | |, | s2s0u2e6 Page

GOOSE CREEK TOUR

£

Two power f ul men actively suppo pr o
Carter (a man of substantiOalt | aadlst e d
tiomnd George Fenton Mercer (Va. c n,
the Committee on Roads & Canal s) . I S
mills on or just off the creek ®&rde @ ben
al | was said and done, It was agr : S orm
GC&LRNC (1832) and attempt to rende S : 0 mi
via a |l ock & dam navigational syste s or a
to circumvent the more treacherous ar DS2NES /tIhNd

l ronically, it would take 10 years to
struction due to a myriad o0of-1838se¢dege-
pression and the deat@& foifr stth ep rceosm pdaenny
Carter . It then took an additional
neering survey. Construction of the |
gan in December, 1849. Due to a | ack
be shortened to 12 miles in | ength. By

NG : with its ter @ nMisl |lag( tBadeatygr een Mi | | )

™ ’ the midst of a depressi on, GL&LRNC th
DS2NHS cCcSy#2ly. RENOSRANt in its coffers.

Eli zabet h Mill and JBmi ddgen

the group to see the remai abe
Mi ||, the mil |l race, and e o
bridge site. At that point al
t he Creek, pointing out wh ual |
began. Within 10 minutes, nd
halted the group to discu ne
was adventurous enough to re-
mai ns of the canal al ong a us ¢
t he wealalvel ed trail cl oser D S t
al | were adventurous save t ‘ . t h
Brian along the trail cl os ¥ x5 e ﬁhe t
trails came back together 2}, ¢{ay3 f2y3 arff wlOS
| at er

At t hat point, t her e was S 0 Me
Loudoun County Emergency Re s c
and conducted the extraction of

from the Creek banks. We wal ke
all owed them to conti nue t heli
Wh e n t he group arrived at t wo
across the trail, Jim and Bri ar

tour attendees down and up the
Anot her 5 minutes beyond that
rived at the Double Locks.

wSYYlLFyild 2F 2fR 9fAl ® aAffa ONARRIS (cont on pageée
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR

Doubl e LLocKasr | 1 er , Ji m had:
i ncorporation of a r el atik!

(staircase) configuration
designed to accelerate the
of canal boats not far fro t |
Creek and the Potomac RivV
since been preserved by
safety reasons. The phot ol S
t he current wooden Ssuppog
fenciemd area prohibiting an
The | ocks were designed t o
half the size of those use®®
52dzofS [ 2071 a
At t his po i nt, J The Elizabeth Mills Two—lock Staircase
a | i fiftl-ilyet h-ei nt nbetnh at ® . S
remains a mystery ﬁ‘;::l = e’ “ ——
day For some unexp T — 7= i ) =
: » 77 L ®
the contractor, ei t o i pmm———
norance or a <change -
corporated an entir
of gates (notecoltbre ™
flextra aiant etshe i1 1 us
the right). The mid
clear to the top of {ARS OASs 2F (KS 52dzof S
equately performed the intended
t ask. hef x ttrhae ghaa ke sbheen i nstall ed, they would not
to hold back the water in the upper | evel It i
bined twol sdkngglttoget her, each with a pair of g e
ignored that the | ower gates of one served as
pounding the mystery, al | the contractor had to
years earlier (1838) across the river at the C&
the towpath). It had no extra gates. Then agai |
mi stake and simply never installed the gates her
l ronicall vy, only one boat made the entire tr
men and oxen to traverse sandbars that had buil
and that was in order for the contractor and hi
boat remains submerged s® meBnnherer enerma)y MBiallll to th
After answering sever al more questions about
he Pot omac, Jim turned the tour over to Brian
t he Potsomaar ch to this area (Edwards Ferry) and
Pot omac River in | ate June during the Gettysbu

everyday mar ch.

(cont on page
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The Mar ch
tioning bo

t
t

ti ate what woul d become

tion. By June 11, [

ol ds mar ched we st t

NAFY RAAOHzZKEBSRIzE# @8 'thte ot her wing u
22d2Ny Sé (2 9RSFTMRZE gaSaN\B Road ( Rt e.
Mlllmwslmauon—11-14dun;1863 Corliste s T h e m O V e m e n t n O r t h W a S
e roves tward Posomas 113" \ the summer The temperature
degrees in the shade. Some
avoid much of the heat
due to sunstroke
of dust kicked up by t

mul es and cattle qui ckl

On June 21, Gen. Hooke
at Edwards Ferry (Rive
side of Goose Creek)

Reynol ds
cross the Potomac on t

| Vordiorte

art Al NE -HM (Wdeyo2 y mc

stown. By then, Gen.
north to protect Wa
position, but suspi
spl it his army into

a resul t of the June 9

Battl
t he
cavalry

o Edwards Ferry by theBrAramy bdégdarmeb)y
h armies shortly after the

e of
Ge't

t was ktHown

Corps was I n Pennsyl vania and
frantically asking f od& otulperor t
Corps began moving up the Shen
possi ble crossing sites at Wil

Hooker k n

shingtois. St

ci ous

t wo

o t he

nder
1)

of
Wi

t he
ngs:

RR an
Gen. S

conducted [

St

and had to

ens

be
of

Geo

maj or ut

nume
pi c
t hou s

y coated eve

wards Ferry be selected.

white silt. Two tour at t ésnudnesetsd oIk e

memories from the march via soldier

Gen. Hooker, stildl @ n coebrj teacitn vaebh o yto

, his Corps in Northern Virginia alo

\}Ai«mw\iff\ cations for almost a week (June 16
Nt _\J"‘““"‘"" i cm;

T _ Paxee=ty any Confederate movement towards

arf AGlF NB |\,,{n;\u\/m,mzsyg;@ryeM,\,,Needlng more information, h

nto the Loudoun Valley, where sev

"“‘"’K%?SZ?@E%}ET:ﬁ"”m% and sent Gen. SlocdUWoramrsd ttolwar H2 L e

F’"’“°Y“?°¥:?"’"°‘°’““ wed 10 reconnoiter vari ous crossing S

aware of the ®&nigamr Ar mgy sever al C |

since the beginning of the war anc

r ordered th
r Creek f

Three
Gen. Long@gstamnadetGendég AR rhisl It o
mac and head into Pennsyl vani a.
to take comm8nédndf 1thé Cc

Gol

days
Cross

Ho

he upper bri

(cont

on

page
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR

towards South Mountain 1in g I

flank of the Army as i1t <cros

gineers and directed that a |

on the south bank of Goose (

Course area) and ordered Gen

11"Corps to the ferry TBheelt

Corps arrived on the south e

spend the night Meanwhi |l e, o]

pontoons had been erected ng t

Goose to allow wunits access - Si

Note the example on the righ’ Lt ax LA a®aL em

area might have | ooked 1|i ke NAR3ISE i 9RaF NRa 't
ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,

June 25, 1863.
General JonN F. REYNOLDS, Poolesville:

The following movements of troops will take place to-morrow, the
26th instant, viz:

I The Twelfth Corps (Leesburg) will march at 3 a. m. to-morrow,
leaving a sufficient force to hold Leesburg until the Fifth Corps
comes up; will cross the upper bridge at Edwards Ferry and the
Monocacy at its mouth, and proceed up the Potomac as far as Tram-
melstown g’oiut of Rocks), and then to Middletown, unless otherwise
ordered. The detachment that remains behind will rejoin the corps
on the arrival of the Fifth Corps at Leesburg.

II. The Fifth Corps (Aldie) will march at 4 a. m., crossing Goose
Creek at Carter's Mill ; thence to Leesburg, erossing the Potomace at
the upper bridge at Edwards Ferry and the Monocacy at its mouth,
and csl(:xw the river road in the direction of Frederick City, The
Reserve Artillery will cross on the lower bridge at Edwards Ferry,
nnIdI Ifollr)w the Fifth Corps.

]-1(‘ adguarterswill leave at 3a. m., yia Hunter's Mills, to Pooles-
ville, where the eamp will be to-morrow,
IV. The ﬁmﬂ_&m (Gum Springs) will march at 6 a. m. to-

1 q
morrow, via Farmwell, Fi op, and sville, cross on

- —~ — — = e . the 10w“rJWil(']t’iv at F ‘_:uﬁ.nnd take the road crossing the
Yote P NS | 2 y uKS t2d qu'gl‘alcxgxlhmﬂ‘mim; iTIu'uﬁtﬁaM%)mwlxlrgmt:h? 111.5,
via Chantilly Church, Frying Pan, Herndon Station, and Dranes-
. . ville, to Edwards Ferry, and, after covering the withdrawal of the
Finally, Hooker i S S U®@eMd bridges wil follow the Second Corps. o]
. VI. The Cavalry Corps will cover the movement till all the trains
t he remai nder of t he AOP :ul;t{r_(irlr]»&:m] the Potomac, when one division will be thrown forward
t owar d t he ferr y sSsites i oBy“czn:lﬁ:l?ci of Major-General Hooker : 8. WILLIAMS, |
bridge they were to use Assistant. Adjutani-General. .
Gen. Re® n aoclodnmand <crosse: | 22 @S NIA NDdzt F NJ h NRSN.
bridge on 25 June whil e
of the AOP to Edwards F¢
the next two days.

The order to erect a second bridge could not
enough pontoons were availabl e. Orders went do
boats north along the C&O Canal They arrived o
horrible conditions, the second bridge was compl
to cross

As the extreme heat that had abused the AOP ¢
er weather pattern would settle in and seriousl
early on the morning of June 25, a steady rain
days, i ncludtngrtolsesi AQP of t he Potomac. I't turne
es and dirt roads | eading to it into quagmires.

(cont on page
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR

areas and had to camp in ankle deep mud caused I
tour attendees r efic a ismtakaobrdd rhceri ire s of the march
qguot es.

At t his poi nt, Bri an ant DU Tr
group toward the mouth of ¢ he
Pot omac River. They pointed cddl
bridge was situated. Wh e n (e d

en. Howard to move to Edw ir d
the site on Jun@® 2%por pflo waac
on the south side (Lansdown t he
mi ddl e Dbridge to move his per

bridge site on the morning t ou
group continued along the t§ 00Kk
the mouth of the Creek wherjg < E d
wards Ferry and the Potomac ¢NI OS 2F Gk bligy g
Overl ooWhen the tour group reached the mouth of
showed photographs of the village of Edwar ds Fe
group. Then Brian di scussed the fascinating encg
able the construction of the pontoon bridges and subsequent crossing by the AOP on
June-2215 1863. Earlier, t he UhNO'INo'n eamgli nReeegru | wami tE
Battalion) sent boats up the C&O Canal . Each boc
wagons, 22 shorter plank wagons, and 17 t4Hfepttl e
An Ideal Crossing

here, making it
ds the

| A2G2NK O RS laNINg SENNE = %BUNE w2l R FNBY 0KS t202Y
CSNNEZ a5

l ong bridge. The wagons and pontoons were used

the C&O Canal by the horses and mules that norm
neers then had to build two short bridges over t
t he Potomac River The upper bridge was built o
was 1340 feet | ong and composed of 64 wooden por

(cont on page
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR
on June 25 and constructed from both sides at t

had 65 pontoons.

Buil ding the bridges was- - we |
trained engineer teams that i ke
assembly 1| ine. A pontoon wag cl o
to the water as possible so Hul d
pushed into it. In some casesy e YIS nec
allow the pontoons to be <c¢on, ‘ ’ w a
| evel near the shore |line waj {gh
construction team-fd)titomg,laiwcb' \
bal ks across the pontoon. The 4 sh
pl anks to create the fl oorin r 0
nal |y, anot her team rowed th I on
into the river and dropped N str
side. The raft section then d NAFY aSaal3aay3amgi
tion to connect to the other puunituvunos. ru > pro
repeated until the entire bridge was constructe
caref ul as the steady rain had caused the river

TR Both bridges were | ocated on

courses in both the River Cree
Resorts. 't is believed that b
300 yards of the mouth of t he
ment of the wvarious Corps in t
a vast muddy area where sol die
hour s n ankle deep mud due to

[
Obvi ousl vy, ani mals and wagons
carefully. Troops, on the ot he
et ver sus march across, as their
t2yizay 2|_Elz},((;;laused increasing up and down
pontoons, potentially coll apsir
Il n summary, the total®t Ar myy GE
90,000 sol diers, 350 artill ery
t hhousands of ani mal s, cattl e
mar ched nortfsunsdeclheadi ti ons
then, <coupled with 2 | days c
made the crossing of the P-otom
i nspiring. Pl ease be remi nded
crossed the river, the AOP wo
mander and then hnaavrec ht o of ocractec
with Gen Lee. l ronically, h e

the AOP crossing the river unti
IFylrt Lydlr1S hLSyAy3
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