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The Newsletter of the Bull Run Civil War Round Table  ð  Vol. XXXIII, Issue 1, JANUARY 2026 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, January 8, 2026 

6 P.M. Social Hour 

7 P.M.    In-person at the    
Centreville Regional Library &   
Streamed on Facebook Live 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Aaron Siever 

TOPIC: 

ñThe Battle of Pickettôs Mill, 
Georgia 1864ò 

BATTLEFIELD GUIDE/HISTORIAN 
AARON SIEVER SPEAKS ON ñTHE 
BATTLE OF PICKETTôS MILL, 

GEORGIA 1864ò AT THE JANUARY 
8th, 2026 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

By Mark Trbovich 

The Battle of Pickettôs Mill was among 
the more decisive encounters of the Atlanta 
campaign during the Civil War, and today, 
the Pickettôs Mill Battlefield Historic Site is 
one of the most thoroughly preserved and 
interpreted Civil War battlefields in the na-
tion. In May 1864, the Confederate army 
successfully prevented Union general Wil-
liam T. Shermanôs troops from occupying the 
town of Dallas, Georgia, which Sherman 
sought as a strategic base of operations as 
he moved toward Atlanta. The battle was 
the bloodiest to that point in the campaign 
and by all accounts delayed Shermanôs 
eventual capture of Atlanta by at least a 
week. We are happy to have a renowned 
battlefield guide tell the rest of the story. 

Aaron Siever grew up in the Shenan-
doah Valley of Virginia. Since he was a child 
he has been interested in the American Civil 
War. After graduating from high school, Aa-
ron went into a law enforcement career that 
spanned 15 years. During his time in law 
enforcement, Aaron worked many criminal 
cases, but also gave presentations to the 
community about potential crimes such as 
frauds and scams. As an instructor, Aaron 
was able to teach others not only about law 
enforcement, but community service as 
well. In 2004, Aaron started documenting 
the various Civil War sites he had visited 
and called this Aaron's Civil War Travels. 

He created his YouTube channel 
that same year, and by 2024 he had 
made over 100 videos at Civil War sites 
from Virginia to California. Aaron gradu-
ated from Liberty University in 2020, 
with bachelor's degrees in History and 
Criminal Justice. Aaron also received a 
certificate in the American Civil War and 
Reconstruction from Columbia Universi-
ty online (Columbia X). In 2021 he 
joined the Shenandoah Valley Battle-
fields Foundation, where he was respon-
sible for maintaining the Valley's Civil 
War battlefields, overseeing projects 
and conducting tours and talks as a 
Park Ranger. In 2024, Aaron started Aa-
ron's Civil War Travels LLC. 

Come join us early at our January 
8th, 2026 Membership Meeting to have 
an opportunity to chat with Aaron and 
your colleagues before the meeting be-
gins. Doors open at 6:00 PM; hope to 
see you there. 
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

For the February 2026 issue, e-mail articles by 
February 2nd to the editor, Don Richardson, at: 
don.richardson@erols.com 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS                

January 8, 2026  Aaron Siever - ñBattle 

of Pickettôs Mill, Georgia, 1864ò 

February 12  William Connery - ñThe 

Civil War in Northern Virginia, 1861ò 

March 12  Tim Duskin - ñThe Mexican 

War: Training Ground For The Civil Warò 

April 9  Dr. Curt Fields - ñAn Evening 

with Gen. U. S. Grantò 

May 14  Rich Condon - ñEmancipation in 

the Department of the Southò 

June 18 Patrick Falci - ñ30th Anniversary 

of the Making of the Gettysburg Movieò 

July 9  Scott Mingus - ñHuman Interest 

Stories from the Gettysburg Campaignò 

August 13 Frank OôReilly - ñLast Days of 

Stonewall Jacksonò 

September 10 Bill Backus -  ñOpening 

Manassas: The Iron Brigade, Stonewall 

Jackson, and the Battle of Brawner 

Farm, 28 August 1862ò 

October 8 Bryan Cheeseboro - ñEarly 

Days of the Civil War Defenses of Wash-

ington, from Fort Sumter to 1st Bull Runò 
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THE PRESIDENTôS   
COLUMN 

By Melissa A. Winn 

  Photos: Janet Greentree 

    

 
Happy 2026! I first want to say, 

ñThank you!ò Thank you so much for 
reelecting me as your President for this 
year. I am truly honored by your confi-
dence and excited to continue serving this 
remarkable community of Civil War enthu-
siasts and preservation advocates. 

Over the past year, our Round Table 
has continued to enrich understanding of 
the Civil War through outstanding monthly 
lectures, engaging field trips, and some tru-
ly remarkable preservation work. I feel so 
fortunate to be a part of this group and 
lead the efforts to bring us together. 

As we navigate the winter months, I 
want to remind you that our partners and 
friends in the community offer a host of in-
teractive ways to engage Civil War history, 
including podcasts, videos, blogs, etc. In 
2026, I hope to be a better steward of 
some of our social media efforts and shar-
ing these opportunities with you! Stay 
tuned and check our FB page often for 
more developments. 

In 2026, we also hope to launch an 
updated and improved website for the 
group, including a user-friendly menu sys-
tem and modernized design. All of our 
great content including lectures, photos, 
newsletter archives, and more, will be re-
tained, but the experience of using it will be 
improved. Many in the group have been 
asking for this upgrade, and we are working 
hard behind the scenes to deliver it! 

Looking ahead this year to our in-
person programming, I can easily say that 
our upcoming season will feature an inspir-

ing slate of speakers on topics ranging 
from regional campaigns to cultural his-
tories of the war. And our hybrid meeting 
options continue to expand access for 
members near and far. We are also plan-
ning additional tours and social opportu-
nities that will bring Civil War history to 
life in dynamic ways. 

Iôm very much looking forward to 
sharing these efforts with all of you! 
Happiest New Year to you all! 

Huzzah! 

 

 

 

hǳǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ 
.ŜǊǘ 5ǳƴƪŜǊƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŜōōƛŜ 
²ƘƛǘŜƴǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛπ
ǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀƪŜ 

 

Itôs that time of the year 
again! The Bull Run Civil 
War Round Table needs 
members to re-enlist for 
another campaign. See the 
back page of this Stone 
Wall for your membership 

payment options. 
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SUPPORT BRCWRT ACTIVITIES 

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
that relies on your donations to continue 
our excellent programs and initiatives 
throughout the year. There are many 
programs to donate to, including the 
BRCWRT Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
efforts, Civil War Trails sign preservation 
and maintenance, educational programs, 
and of course the General donation cate-
gory (which the Round Table uses as a 
fund to offset various expenses, to help 
keep our membership dues at a reasona-
ble rate). Please consider your Round Ta-
ble for tax-deductible donations every 
year. (We also accept donated Civil War 
prints to auction for the benefit of the 
Scholarship Fund.) We appreciate our 
members very much. 

There are a number of ways to 
make a donation. On the BRCWRT web-
site, click the link labelled ñRenew/
Donateò and select the link at the bottom 
of that page.  Alternatively, you can give 
a check to our Treasurer at a member-
ship meeting, or mail it to: BRCWRT 
Treasurer, PO Box 2147, Centreville VA 
20122. Make checks payable to 
BRCWRT, and be sure to note whether it 
is for the Scholarship Fund, Preservation 
Fund, or the General Fund. 

Finally, you can scan this QR code 
with the camera on your smartphone to 
make a donation. 

UNHAPPY NEW YEAR 

For soldiers of both armies, the New 
Year was not an occasion for celebration. 
Their camps were cold; guard duty still had 
to be performed; rations were unevenly 
distributed. Despite that, there were some 
lighter moments. On New Years Eve, bands 
of regiments on both sides of the front lines 
played favorite songs through the evening. 
And 17-year-old Charley Howe of the 36th 
Massachusetts reported to his family that 
ñIt being New Yearôs Day, we had whiskey 
rations given us - a thing which has not 
happened before since leaving home.ò 

On the other hand, the fireworks at 
the New Year were deadly. From December 
31st, 1862, through January 2nd, 1863, 
Gen. William Rosecransô Army of the Cum-
berland fought Gen. Braxton Braggôs Army 
of Tennessee at Stones River in Tennessee,  
in one of the bloodiest battles of the war. 
Confederate mistakes eventually gave the 
Union side a tactical victory, but Rosecransô 
Union force was so battered that they did 
not campaign again until the summer. 

/ƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ DŜƴΦ bŜƎƭŜȅΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎύ 
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 .ǳƭƭ wǳƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ 
 
 
 
 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ нлнс-нлнт tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Date   Event           ____ 

January 8, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Aaron Siever ñBattle of Pickettôs Mill, Georgia, 1864ò 

February 12, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: William Connery ñCivil War In Northern Virginia 1861ò 

March 12, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Tim Duskin - ñThe Mexican War: Training Ground 

   For The Civil Warò          

March 21, 2026 Spring Tour 1: ñWolf Run Shoals - The Best Kept Secret in Fairfax Countyò 

   Tour leaders Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany (rain date April 4th)    

April 9, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Dr. Curt Fields ñAn Evening with Gen. U. S. Grantò    

May 14, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Rich Condon - ñEmancipation in the Department of  

   The Southò           

June 13, 2026  Spring Tour 2: ñHarperôs Ferry: Bolivar Heights Battleground & Kennedy Farmò 

   Tour leader Kevin Pawlak (rain date June 20 th)      

June 18, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker:  Patrick Falci - ñ30th Anniversary of the Making of the 

   Gettysburg Movieò          

July 9, 2026  Monthly Meeting Speaker: Scott Mingus - ñHuman Interest Stories from the 

   Gettysburg Campaignò         

August 13, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Frank OôReilly - ñLast Days of Stonewall Jacksonò___    

September 10, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bill Backus - ñOpening Manassas: The Iron Brigade, 

   Stonewall Jackson, and the Battle of Brawner Farm, 28 August 1862ò   

 October 8, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Bryan Cheeseboro - ñThe Early Days of the Civil War 

   Defenses of Washington, from Fort Sumter to 1st Bull Runò    

October 17, 2026 Fall Tour: ñCivil War Alexandria (AM) / Fort Ward (PM)ò 

   Tour leaders Don Hakenson and Chuck Mauro  (rain date October 24th)   

November 19, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Lisa Samia - ñNameless and Faceless of Manassas 

   And Gettysburgò          

December 10, 2026 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Jonathan Jones - ñOpium Slavery: Civil War Veterans 

   And Americaôs First Opioid Crisisò        

January 14, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Jared Peatman - ñHell of a Regiment: The 20th Maineò 

February 11, 2027 Monthly Meeting Speaker: Edward J. Hagerty - ñSoldier of the South:  Lieutenant 

   General Richard H Anderson at War and Peaceò      

 

Monthly Meetings in ñBlackò     Tours/Field Trips & Special RT Events in ñRedò      County or outside sponsored events in ñGreenò 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT ï GOOSE CREEK TOUR 
By Brian McEnany and Jim Lewis 

Photos by Brian McEnany, Jim Lewis, Blake Myers and Gary Haskins 

On a beautiful Sat., November 8 morning, the Bull Run Civil War Round Table 
tour of Goose Creek and Edwards Ferry was conducted. Twenty-one members of the 
Round Table, plus guests, met the tour guides, Jim Lewis and Brian McEnany, at the 
River Point Drive Trail Head in the Lansdowne Resort, near Leesburg, at 0900 hours. 

River Point Drive Trail Head: The expected rain-
fall in early morning had dissipated and the weath-
er turned sunny and warm.  The small parking area 
at the Trailhead was soon swamped with cars from 
people joining the tour and those who just wanted 
to walk along the Creek on a sunny day. 

History of Elizabeth Mills Area: At 0930, Jim 
gathered the tour participants around the recently 
replaced Civil War Trail marker (primarily for our 
tour) and introduced himself and Brian to the 
group. Jim elected to conduct the first part of the tour, which included the remnants 
of the long-lost village of Elizabeth Mills and then the ill-fated Goose Creek & Little 

River Navigation Co. (GC&LRNC) efforts to navigate 
the creek. Brian would then conduct the second part 
of the tour regarding the Army of the Potomacôs 
(AOP) arduous journey north and subsequent crossing 
of the Potomac River at Edwards Ferry, under harrow-
ing conditions, in an effort to catch up with Lee and 
his Army of Northern Virginia during the Gettysburg 
Campaign. All of this would be accomplished as the 
group followed a one-mile trail on the banks of the 
GC&LRNC canal and then a short trek to the conflu-
ence of the Creek and the Potomac River. 

 

Jim began overviewing the history of Elizabeth 
Mills, which took its name from Samuel Claphamôs 
daughter, Elizabeth, both of whom owned the mill 1807ï
28. It was originally built to support ñCoton,ò Thomas 
Leeôs nearby plantation. Then he overviewed the 
GC&LRNC, which had its beginnings in 1830 at the ñPeers 
Hotelò (later, the ñLaurel Brigade Innò, Leesburg), when 
prospective investors discussed the idea of making Goose 
Creek navigable, thereby enabling 9 mills to access the 
seaports of Georgetown and Alexandria via the C&O Ca-
nal. Their leverage: they projected that it should only 
take 8 hours, vs. 2 days via road, to transport mill goods 
to the seaports, as horses had to be rested overnight. 

(cont on page 7) 

¢ǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ 

WƛƳ [Ŝǿƛǎ hǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǳǊ 

              ¢ƘŜ [ŀǳǊŜƭ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Lƴƴ 
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR 

Two powerful men actively supported the project: George 
Carter (a man of substantial wealth who owned ñOatlands Planta-
tionò) and George Fenton Mercer (Va. congressman, who chaired 
the Committee on Roads & Canals). Not surprisingly, both owned 
mills on or just off the creek and stood to benefit financially. After 
all was said and done, it was agreed to formally charter the 
GC&LRNC (1832) and attempt to render some 20 miles navigable 
via a lock & dam navigational system, incorporating several canals 
to circumvent the more treacherous areas of the creek. 

Ironically, it would take 10 years to raise the capital to begin con-
struction due to a myriad of issues, including the mid-1830s de-
pression and the death of the companyôs first president, George 
Carter I.  It then took an additional 5 years to complete an engi-
neering survey.  Construction of the navigation system finally be-
gan in December, 1849.  Due to a lack of funds, the system would 
be shortened to 12 miles in length. By 1854, all construction ended 
with its terminus at Ballôs Mill (todayôs Evergreen Mill). In 1857, in 
the midst of a depression, GL&LRNC threw in the towel with only 
$1.95 left in its coffers. 

Elizabeth Mill and Bridge Site:  Jim then led 
the group to see the remains of the old Elizabeth 
Mill, the mill race, and the remains of the old 
bridge site. At that point he took the group along 
the Creek, pointing out where the canal actually 
began. Within 10 minutes, the trail split and he 
halted the group to discuss whether everyone 
was adventurous enough to walk close to the re-
mains of the canal along a narrower path or use 
the well-traveled trail closer to the Creek. Almost 
all were adventurous save three who walked with 
Brian along the trail close to the Creek. The two 
trails came back together again some 10 minutes 
later.  

At that point, there was some commotion as a 
Loudoun County Emergency Rescue team arrived 
and conducted the extraction of an overzealous hiker 
from the Creek banks. We walked past quietly and 
allowed them to continue their emergency work. 
When the group arrived at two ravines that cut 
across the trail, Jim and Brian assisted several of the 
tour attendees down and up the steep ravine sides. 
Another 5 minutes beyond that area, the group ar-
rived at the Double Locks. 

(cont on page 8) 

DŜƻǊƎŜ /ŀǊǘŜǊ L 

DŜƻǊƎŜ CŜƴǘƻƴ aŜǊŎŜǊ 

²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ aƛƭƭ wŀŎŜ ϧ /ŀƴŀƭ ƴŜŀǊ 9ƭƛȊΦ aƛƭƭǎ 

wŜƳƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ 9ƭƛȊΦ aƛƭƭǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR 

Double Locks: Earlier, Jim had referenced the 
incorporation of a relatively rare double-locks 
(staircase) configuration into the canal system, 
designed to accelerate the ascent and descent 
of canal boats not far from the confluence of the 
Creek and the Potomac River. The locks have 
since been preserved by Loudoun County for 
safety reasons. The photo on the right shows 
the current wooden support structure and 
fenced-in area prohibiting any entry to the site. 
The locks were designed to accommodate boats 
half the size of those used on the C&O Canal. 

 

At this point, Jim pointed out 
a little ñfly-in-the-ointmentò that 
remains a mystery to this very 
day. For some unexplained reason, 
the contractor, either through ig-
norance or a change in plans, in-
corporated an entirely useless pair 
of gates (note, the orange-colored 
ñextra gatesò in the illustration on 
the right). The middle gates went 
clear to the top of the lock and ad-
equately performed the intended 
task. If the ñextra gatesò had been installed, they would not have been high enough 
to hold back the water in the upper level. It is suspected that the builder simply com-
bined two single-locks together, each with a pair of gates at their ends and forgot/
ignored that the lower gates of one served as the upper gates of the other.  Com-
pounding the mystery, all the contractor had to do was copy the one constructed 11 
years earlier (1838) across the river at the C&O Canals Lock # 25 (just 0.2 mile down 
the towpath). It had no extra gates. Then again, maybe the contractor realized his 
mistake and simply never installed the gates here. 

Ironically, only one boat made the entire trek (with a little help from enslaved 
men and oxen to traverse sandbars that had built up during a recent severe drought) 
and that was in order for the contractor and his crew to get paid. Supposedly, that 
boat remains submerged somewhere near Ballôs (Evergreen) Mill to this very day. 

After answering several more questions about the lock and its entry point into 
the Potomac, Jim turned the tour over to Brian who proceeded to discuss the Army of 
the Potomacôs march to this area (Edwards Ferry) and its subsequent crossing of the 
Potomac River in late June during the Gettysburg Campaign. It would not be your 
everyday march. 

(cont on page 9) 

5ƻǳōƭŜ [ƻŎƪǎ 

  {ƛŘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǳōƭŜ [ƻŎƪǎ 
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR 

The March to Edwards Ferry by the Army of the Potomac: Brian began by posi-
tioning both armies shortly after the Battle of Chancellorsville. Gen. Hooker would ini-

tiate what would become the Gettysburg Campaign as 
a result of the June 9 cavalry battle at Brandy Sta-
tion. By June 11, it was known that Gen. Ewellôs 2nd 
Corps was in Pennsylvania and the Governor was 
frantically asking for support. Gen. Leeôs other two 
Corps began moving up the Shenandoah Valley to 
possible crossing sites at Williamsport and Shepherd-
stown. By then, Gen. Hooker knew he had to move 
north to protect Washington. Still uncertain of Leeôs 
position, but suspicious of the Shenandoah Valley, he 
split his army into two wings: one under Gen. Reyn-
olds marched west to the RR and then Warrenton, 
and the other wing under Gen. Slocum was sent up the 
Telegraph Road (Rte. 1). 

The movement north was conducted in the hottest part of 
the summer. The temperature in Georgetown was 93 to 99 
degrees in the shade. Some major units marched at night to 
avoid much of the heat. Still, numerous soldiers dropped out 
due to sunstroke and had to be picked up later.  The clouds 
of dust kicked up by tens of thousands of soldiers, horses, 
mules and cattle quickly coated everyone with a fine layer of 
white silt. Two tour attendees recounted their ñsunstrokeò 
memories from the march via soldier quotes. 

Gen. Hooker, still uncertain about Leeôs objective, positioned 
his Corps in Northern Virginia along major highways and lo-
cations for almost a week (June 16 to June 24) to prevent 
any Confederate movement towards Washington or Balti-
more. Needing more information, he ordered his cavalry 
into the Loudoun Valley, where several battles would occur, 
and sent Gen. Slocum and the 12th Corps toward Leesburg 
to reconnoiter various crossing sites. Gen. Slocum was 
aware of the Union Armyôs guarding several crossing sites 
since the beginning of the war and recommended that Ed-
wards Ferry be selected. 

On June 21, Gen. Hooker ordered that a bridge be erected 
at Edwards Ferry (River Creek Golf Course area, the north 
side of Goose Creek). Three days later, Gen. Lee ordered 
Gen. Longstreetôs and Gen. AP Hillôs Corps to cross the Poto-
mac and head into Pennsylvania. Hooker then ordered Gen. 
Reynolds to take command of the 1st, 3rd, and 11th Corps, 
cross the Potomac  on the upper bridge,  and continue north 

(cont on page 10) 

.Ǌƛŀƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ !htΩǎ ŀǊŘǳƻǳǎ  
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ CŜǊǊȅ 

aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ {ƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ мм-мп WǳƴŜ 

aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ {ƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ мс-нп WǳƴŜ 
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR 

towards South Mountain in Maryland to protect the 
flank of the Army as it crossed. He turned to his en-
gineers and directed that a second bridge be erected 
on the south bank of Goose Creek (Lansdowne Golf 
Course area) and ordered Gen. Howard to move the 
11th Corps to the ferry site to protect it. The 11th 
Corps arrived on the south bank of the Goose to 
spend the night. Meanwhile, a middle bridge of 11 
pontoons had been erected near the mouth of the 
Goose to allow units access to both bridge sites. 
Note the example on the right of what the assembly 
area might have looked like. 

 

Finally, Hooker issued a circular order to 
the remainder of the AOP to begin movement 
toward the ferry sites and detailing which 
bridge they were to use to cross the river. 
Gen. Reynoldôs command crossed the upper 
bridge on 25 June while movement of the rest 
of the AOP to Edwards Ferry took place over 
the next two days. 

The order to erect a second bridge could not be completed on June 24 as not 
enough pontoons were available. Orders went down to Washington to send more 
boats north along the C&O Canal. They arrived on the morning of June 25 and under 
horrible conditions, the second bridge was completed by 2:30 PM and ready for troops 
to cross. 

As the extreme heat that had abused the AOP on it way north dissipated, anoth-
er weather pattern would settle in and seriously affect their continued journey. Very 
early on the morning of June 25, a steady rain began and continued for the next 2 İ 
days, including the AOPôs crossing of the Potomac. It turned the areas near the bridg-
es and dirt roads leading to it into quagmires. Soldiers marched through the assembly 

(cont on page 11) 

.ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ CŜǊǊȅ WǳƴŜ мусо 

    !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ !ǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ ƴŜŀǊ .ŜǊƭƛƴΣ a5 

IƻƻƪŜǊΩǎ /ƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ hǊŘŜǊ 
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GOOSE CREEK TOUR 

areas and had to camp in ankle deep mud caused by the steady rain. Two more of our 
tour attendees recounted their ñrain-soakedò memories of the march via soldier 
quotes. 

At this point, Brian and Jim led the tour 
group toward the mouth of Goose Creek and the 
Potomac River. They pointed out where the middle 
bridge was situated. When Gen. Hooker ordered 
Gen. Howard to move to Edwards Ferry to guard 
the site on June 24, Howardôs 11th Corps camped 
on the south side (Lansdowne side) and used the 
middle bridge to move his Corps to the upper 
bridge site on the morning of June 25. The tour 
group continued along the trail to an overlook at 
the mouth of the Creek where a clear view of Ed-
wards Ferry and the Potomac River were visible. 

Overlook:  When the tour group reached the mouth of the Creek, Brian and Jim 
showed photographs of the village of Edwards Ferry (across the river in MD) to the 
group.  Then Brian discussed the fascinating engineering feat that was required to en-
able the construction of the pontoon bridges and subsequent crossing by the AOP on 
June 25-27, 1863. Earlier, the Union engineer units (50th NY, and Regular Engineer 
Battalion) sent boats up the C&O Canal.  Each boat train was composed of 34 pontoon 
wagons, 22 shorter plank wagons, and 17 trestle wagons, enough to build a 600-foot-

long bridge. The wagons and pontoons were used to create rafts that were pulled up 
the C&O Canal by the horses and mules that normally pulled the boat train. The engi-
neers then had to build two short bridges over the C&O canal to move the pontoons to 
the Potomac River. The upper bridge was built out from the far shore on June 21. It 
was 1340 feet long and composed of 64 wooden pontoons.  The lower bridge was built 

(cont on page 12) 

¢ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀƭ 

9ƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ 
CŜǊǊȅΣ a5 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ aŀǊƪŜǊ - 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ CŜǊǊȅΣ a5 
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on June 25 and constructed from both sides at the same time. It was 1350 long and 
had 65 pontoons. 

Building the bridges was accomplished by well-
trained engineer teams that operated much like an 
assembly line. A pontoon wagon was moved as close 
to the water as possible so the pontoon could be 
pushed into it. In some cases, a trestle was needed to 
allow the pontoons to be connected when the water 
level near the shore line was not deep enough. One 
construction team then laid 27-foot-long, wooden 
balks across the pontoon. The next team laid shorter 
planks to create the flooring over the longer ones. Fi-
nally, another team rowed the completed section out 
into the river and dropped anchor on the upstream 
side. The raft section then drifted downstream into posi-
tion to connect to the other pontoons. This process was 
repeated until the entire bridge was constructed. The engineers had to be extremely 
careful as the steady rain had caused the river to rise two feet and pick up speed. 

Both bridges were located on the areas of golf 
courses in both the River Creek and the Lansdowne 
Resorts. It is believed that both were within 200 to 
300 yards of the mouth of the Creek. The move-
ment of the various Corps in the steady rain created 
a vast muddy area where soldiers had to stand for 
hours in ankle deep mud due to the continual rain. 
Obviously, animals and wagons had to cross very 
carefully. Troops, on the other hand, had to walk 
versus march across, as their cadence would have 
caused increasing up and down movement of the 
pontoons, potentially collapsing the entire bridge. 

In summary, the totality of Gen. Hookerôs Army of 
90,000 soldiers, 350 artillery pieces, and tens of 
thousands of animals, cattle and wagons, having 
marched north under ñsunstrokeò conditions and 
then, coupled with 2 İ days of drenching rains, 
made the crossing of the Potomac even more awe-
inspiring. Please be reminded that after having 
crossed the river, the AOP would lose their com-
mander and then have to force-march to catch up 
with Gen. Lee. Ironically, he would not be aware of 
the AOP crossing the river until two days later. 

 

(cont on page 13) 

.Ǌƛŀƴ aŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ 

tƻƴǘƻƻƴ ²ŀƎƻƴǎ 

/ŀƴŀƭ LƴǘŀƪŜ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 


